God’s Greatest Questions
Steve Flatt

Introduction

There are countless questions asked in the Bible.
were:

a. Rhetorical-God asked Adam “Where are you?”

b. Condemning— God asked Adam “Have you eaten
from the tree that | commanded you not to eat
from?"

¢. Informational-"How can a man be born when he is
old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a
second time into his mother's womb to be born!"

d. Eternal—“What must we do to be saved?”

Some

The questions selected for The Greatest Questions Ever
Asked series have an eternal significance.

Is Anything Too Difficult For Me?
If A Man Dies Will He Live Again?
Who Is My Neighbor?

What Shall | Do With Christ?
Where Did The Ax Head Fall?
Where Is The Lamb?

What Must | Do To Be Saved?

NogkrwdE

Chapter 1
Is Anything Too Difficult For Me?

God asked Jeremiah, the prophet, "Is anything too difficult
for me?" (Jeremiah 32:26) What a question! Is anything too
difficult for me? Let me tell you the context of that question.
Babylon is about to conquer Judah, the southern kingdom.
Jeremiah, the weeping prophet, has been prophesying about
that for a long time. Babylon is right at the door. Jeremiah
said, "They built the siege ramps and they're putting them
up against the wall of Jerusalem.” God requested a most
unusual thing of Jeremiah. He said, "Jeremiah, what | want
you to do is go buy a field." Now folks, when an invading
force is about to conquer your land, real estate investment is
not a real good idea. Jeremiah said, "Lord, the siege ramps
are right there, you don't understand.” He said, "You don't
understand, this is a symbol. I want witnesses to see the
transaction so that they will know that this land is still yours.
Though | am going to use Babylon to conquer Judah, I'm
going to bring you back home. Then God asked the question:
"Is there anything too difficult for me?"

Scripture is filled with instances of "Is anything too hard for
the Lord?" God came to Abraham and Sarah after they
waited a quarter of a century for a child. (Genesis 18:14) Job
said, "l know that you can do all things." (Job 42:2) The

Vv WEUU

AAAAAAA —~ IAL,-.f\

LU ISy GAVIEPU BPOrcijjiun

Steve Flatt

Ewayoym

Yrdapyovv auétpnrta epothpoate wov tibevtor otn Bifho.
Komov:

e. Pnropwods- O Oedc padtnoe tov Adap «I1ov
sloo»

f.  Koartadwdlovtac— O Bedg pdtnoe tov Adau
«E@ayec and 1o 6évipo mov og diétaa va unv
Qac»

0. Evnuepotikn— «Ilong pmopel va yevvn el évog
vOpmmog 6tav glvar HEYAAOC;» pMTNCE O
Nwoonpoc. «Xiyovpa dev pmopei va pmet dgvtepn
POPA GTNV KOG TNG UNTEPOC TOL Y10, VOl
yevvnOei!».

h.  Awdvioc— «Ti Tpémet va KAVOLE Y10, vo. 6BV pE;»

Ot gepooelg mov emAéyOnkav v ™ oepd The Greatest
Questions Ever Asked &yovv aiovia onpocia.

8. Eivai ka1t mold 60cKolo Yo péva

9. Av évag dvtpag mebdavet, Ba (Roet Eavd;
10. Ilowog givar o yeitovag pov;

11. Tivo xkdve pe tov Xpotod;

12. Tlov énece T0 KEPAAL TOV TOEKOVPL;

13. Ilov &ivai to apvi;

14. Timpénel va kv yuo vo cobo;

Kedpdiato 1

Eival ka1 moAd 600K0A0 Y10 pévas

0O Beog potnoe tov lepepia, Tov Tpoentn, "Eivar kdtt ol
dvokoro yio péva," (Iepepiog 32:26) Trepmnon! Eivar kdtt
ToAD dVvoKoAo Yo pévo, Emitpéyte pov vo cag mo To
maicto avtng g epdtone. H Bapvidve mpdkertar vo
rataktnoel tov lovda, to voto Pacirero. O Iepepiag, o
TPOPNTNG TOV KAOiEL, TPOENTELE YU OLTO £6® KOl TOAD
kapd. H Bapordva eivar akpipac oty mopta. O lepepiag
eine: KEyxtioov Tic molMopknTikég paumes Kot TG avepalovv
oto telyog ¢ lepovooinuwy. O Bedc {fnoe éva moAy
acvviOioto mpayuo and tov lepepia. Eine, «lepepioa, ovtod
7oV OEAM VoL KAVELG Elval VO, TOG VO AyOPACELS £VAL YOPAOLY.
Topa, modid, 6tav pio swoforikn dvvaun mpdkeitar vo
KOTAKTAGEL TN YN o0, N €névovon oe akiviTa dev gival
koA 10éa. O lepepiag eime: «Kvple, ot TOMOPKNTIKEG
paumeg eivor axpifog eketl, dev kKatarafaivelsy. Eime, «Aev
katolofaivels, avtd eivor oopuforo. Ohw pdpTLpes Vo
dovv TN GuVaALAYT| Yio va EEPOVV OTL aVTN M YN Eivar akdua
Ok cov. Av kol TPOKELTOL VO YPNOUYOTOC® TN
Bapvridva yio va kataxtiom tov [ovda, Ba cag pépm Tiom
oto oritt. Tote 0 Oedc ékove TV epdTNON: «YTAPYEL KATL
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prophet Isaiah said "The Lord is the everlasting Lord, the
Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow tired or
weary." (Isaiah 40:28) Our Lord Jesus said "What is
impossible with men is possible with God." (Luke 18:27)
That's our God. He's all powerful, he's Almighty and he has
unlimited power. He never gets tired or frustrated.
Everything he does, he does effortlessly, whether it's
creating a universe or answering a prayer.

Examine his power based upon those promises.

1. His power in Creation.

"The heavens declare the glory of God; the skies declare the
work of his hands. Day after day they pour forth speech;
night after night they display knowledge." (Psalm 19:1-2)
Every one of us has stood and gazed over a mountain range
or looked out over the ocean. Perhaps you've flown on an
airplane and stared at the horizon and marveled at God's
awesome power and design. Every moment creation is a
witness of the reality that our God is all powerful.

| read not long ago that each second, our sun emits more
energy and raw power than has been used on the face of the
earth throughout history—each second. Scientists say that if
nothing were to happen to interrupt it our sun will burn for
thirty billion more years. Our sun is one of one hundred
billion stars in the Milky Way Galaxy which is one of one
trillion galaxies. Our God spoke those things into existence.
He just said, "Let there be light and there was light. He said,
"Stars," and stars were everywhere. That's what I call power.
Surely, David knew exactly what he was talking about when
he said, "Only a fool says in his heart there is no God."
(Psalms 14:1)

2. His power found in the miracles

But it's not just Creation that proclaims it. The tremendous
power found in the miracles in Scripture proclaims His
mighty power. The parting of the Red Sea, the fall of the
wall of Jericho, the day the sun stood still, the dead raised to
life and then the miracles culminated in the life of Jesus.
Jesus is the supreme example of God's great power. Nobody
ever did and nobody ever claimed to do all that our Lord did.
He demonstrated power over nature. He walked on water, he
calmed the storms and he spoke to a tree and it withered. He
had power over illness, healing the blind, the lame, the deaf
and the lepers. Jesus raised the dead on three occasions. He
broke the shackles of the grave himself. Jesus even
demonstrated power over Satan and all of his evil forces. On
one occasion, he commanded a whole legion of demons to
come out of a man and go into a bunch of pigs. That’s just
the hem of the garment. But we've touched enough for jaws
to drop, knees to shake and voices to tremble. God's power
is awesome.

3. God wants to share his power with you.
The truly amazing thing is that God wants to share his power
with you. "And his incomparably great power for us who
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H I'paon eivan yepdrn pe mepmtooceig tov "Eivat kdtt ol
dvokoro Yo Tov Kupro;" O ®gdg pbe otov ARpadiyt ko
Zapo apov TEPIUEVAY VA TETAPTO TOL ALOVA Y10, EVOL TodL.
(Féveon 18:14) O lop cine: «Eépw OTL pmopeic va KAVELS T
mhvtoy. (Iop 42:2) O mpopne Hoalog eine «O Kvuprog
glvar o adviog Koprog, o Anpiovpyog tav eoyatov g yns.
Agv Ba kovpaotel 00te Ba kovpaotely. (Hooiag 40:28) O
Kopuog pag Inocotg eime «O,11 glvar advvato pe Tovg
avBpdmovg eivar duvatd yia tov Oed». (Aovkdag 18:27)
Avtdég eivar o ®egdg pog. Elvor mavioyvpog, esivan
[Mavtodvvapog kol €xel omepiopiotn dvvaun. [loté dev
kovpaleton kot dgv amoyontevetal. O,1t KAVEL, TO KAVEL
afiaota, gite dnpovpyel éva coumay gite amavVTd ce pia
TPOGEVYT].

E&etdote ) 6vvaun tov pe Pdorn outég TG VTOGYECELS.

1. H dvvapn tov otn Anpovpyia.

«O1 ovpavoi draknpvccouvy ™ d6Ea Tov g0V o1 ovpavoi
dnAdvouy 10 €pyo TV YEPLOV ToL. Mépo pe T pépa
EKTEUTOVY AOYO" VOYTO E TN VOYTO ETOEIKVOOLV YVAOGCT)».
(Paruog 19:1-2) O kabévag pog éxel otabel kot kortalet
oV oo Lo 0pocelpd 1 £xel KOTaEeL EE® amd Tov wKeavo.

Towg éxete metdEel o €éva agpomAdvo Kot Kortdlete Tov

opilovta ko &xete Bovpdost v Tpopep dLVOUN Kol TO
€010 Tov Bgo0v0. Kdbe otryun n dnuovpyia ivar pdptopog
NG TPAYHOTIKOTNTOG OTL 0 Oedg pag ivor movioyvpoc.

AwPaca mpwv and Alyo Koupd 0Tl kébe devtepdrento, O
NAMOG oG EKTEUTEL TEPLGGOTEPT EVEPYELD KOL OKATEPYAOTN
dvvaun amd 0,tL Exel ypnoyomombei 6To TPOGHOTO TS YNG
o€ OAN TV 1oTopio—1idde devtepdAiento. Ol EMGTHUOVES
Aéve O6TL av dev cLUPEL TITOTO Y10 VOL TO SLOKOWEL 0 NALOG LOG
O kaiel ywoo TpLGvta dicekaToppvplo. xpovia akoun. O

"HMoc pog givat évo oo to eK0TO SIGEKATOUUDPLO 0OTEPLOL

otov ['odo&io tov T'oho&ie mov etvar évag amd €va
tproekatoppdplo yorolles. O Ogdg poc elme avtd ta
apayuoto oty vmapén. Anlag eine, "Ag yivel Qo¢ Kot
vanpyre poc. Eine, "Actépra” kot o actépla fTav movTov.
Av16 amokaAd dvvaun. Ziyovpa, o Ntéifvt nEepe akpifog
Y TL Aovoe otav gime, "Mdovo évag avomtog Aéel otV
Kapdd Tov 611 dev vadpyel Ocdcy (Wauoi 14:1)

2. H dvvaun tov Bpioketor ota Oaduato

AMG dev givar uoévo  Anuiovpyio wov 1o daknpvoecel. H
tepdotior dvvaun mov PBpicketon ota Bavpata g I'paeng
dwknpovocetl v mavioyvpn dvvaun Tov. O ywpiopodg g
EpvBpdc Odracocoac, n wtdon tov telyovg e lepyovg, n
UEPO TTOL 0 NA10G GTABNKE 0KIvITOC, 01 VEKPOT avasTHONKOY
ot {on Kot 6N cuvéxela ta Bavdpato Kopuemdnkay ot
Con tov Incov. O Incovg givat to vVagpTaTo TOPAdELY U TNG
pueyaing ovvoung tov Oeob. Koaveig dev ékave moté Kot
Kavelg 0gv 1oYVPIoTNKE TOTE OTL €kave OAQ OGO EKOVE O
Koptog poc. Enédeiée duvaun méve otn eoon. lleprdoe
VO GTO VEPO, NPEUNGCE TIC KaTalyideg Kot WAnoe o€ €va




believe. That power is like the working of his mighty
strength, which he exerted in Christ when he raised him
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly realms." (Ephesians 1:19-20) Now | hope you
understood what was being said. That's incredible. God
wants to share his limitless power with you, the same power
that fuels the sun, the same power that spoke the ocean into
existence, the same mighty power that raised Christ from the
dead. He wants to channel that power through you and
through me.

There are people everywhere who go through life,
powerless. They just walk along as victims. They see
themselves as victims of their circumstances, victims of
society, victims of other people and victims of unfair
treatment. They go through life weak, miserable and getting
by. God says, "l want to give you power. | want to give you
power to do some incredible things." What incredible
things?

a. The power to conquer sin in your life "Therefore, there
is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus, because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit
of life set me free from the law of sin and death.”
(Romans 8:1-2) "Those who walk by the sinful nature
they do the things of the sinful nature, but those who
walk by the Spirit, they don't do the things of the sinful
nature, they find themselves walking by the Spirit's
life." (v. 5)

Is anybody here a slave to sin? Do you keep falling to
the same temptation over and over and over again?
Every time you say “I'm sorry, I'm never going to do
that again,” and lo and behold, you do it again, and
again, and again. If the truth be told, that sin is your
master. But do you know that God didn't design it to
work that way, and that he will give you the power to
break that cycle? He will.

b. Power for peace in your life. "The mind of sinful man is
death, but the mind controlled by the Spirit is life and
peace." (Romans 8:6) Maybe you can't readily think of
one sin that is controlling you, you're just sitting there
saying, "I'm just kind of blah, I don't know what life is
all about. | don't have a peace of my existence. | don't
understand.” God is giving you the power to have that
peace.

c. Empower your prayer life through his Spirit living in
you. “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for,
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that
words cannot express.” (Romans 8:26)

d. Power to overcome circumstances. "And we know that
in all things God works for the good of those who love
him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

0évtpo kot avtd poapddnke. Eixe efovoia mlveo otnv
appwotia, Bepamedovtog TVEAODS, KOVTOVG, KMOOOVE Kot
Aempovg. O Inoodg avéotmnoe TOvg VEKPOLG GE TPELG
nepmtoocels. 'Eonace pdvog tov 1o decpd tov tdoov. O
Incovg €de1Ee axdun ko dvvaun Tave 6Tov ZaTovd Kot
OAEG TIC KAKEG QUVALELG TOV. ZE L0l TEPIMTMON, dETase Ui
0AOKANPY Aeyed@Va daOVeV va Byovv amd Evav dvOpmmo
KOl VO LoV 6€ éva PATeo yovpouvia. Avtd gival pudvo to
otpipmpa tov evdvuatog. AANG €yovue ayyifel apketd
MOTE VO TEPTOVY TO. GOYOVLQ, TO YOVOTO VO TPELOVY Kol Ol
oovég va Tpépovv. H dhvaun tov ®gov givor pofepn.

3. O Bgodg Béher va popactel T dvvaun tov poli oag.

To mpaypoatikd ekmAnktikd givor 011 0 Ogdg Béher va
popaoctel ™ dvvaun tov pall cag. "Kor m acvykprra
peYOAN O0vVapq TOV Yo gUAG TTOV TIGTEVOLHE. ALt M
dvvaun potalel Pe To £pYo TNG IGYLPNG TOL dVVAUNG, TOV
doxnoe ev XpLoTd 0TaV TOV 0VEGTNGE OO TOVG VEKPOLS Kot
Tov Kabioe ota 0e€1d Tov ota ovpavia Pacitela.” (Epeciovg
1:19-20) Topa einilo vo kataddPfote T emmOnke. Avtd
elvar amiotevto. O Oedg BéAer va potpactel TV anepldoplot)
dvvapn tov pali cag, v idue Svvaun Tov TPOPOdoTEL TOV
N0, TV idto Svvaun o Ekave Tov wKeavo vo vapéet, v
Ol woyvpn dOvoun mov avéotnoe Tov Xpotd amd Tovg
vekpols. BEAel va d10yeTELOEL VT TN dLVAUN UEGO OO
€00IC KOl LEGOL OO ELEVA.

[Mavtod vmapyovv dvBpomor mov mepvovv 1t Lo,
avioyvpol. ATAGC mepmatovv ®¢ Bvpata. BAEmouv tov
€0VTO TOVC MG BdUATO TOV TEPIGTAGEDY TOVE, BOpOTA TNG
Kowwmviag, Bopata dAlwv avBpdnov kot BOpato Adikng
uetayeipione. Ilepvoov m (on advvapol, pilepn kot ta
Byalovv wépa. O Oegdg Aéel, "OEAm va 6oV dMGm dvvau.
&AL Vo GOV SMO® SUVOUN VO KAVELS HEPIKO OMIGTELTA
npdypata." T anictevta Tpdypota;

éva. H ddvvaun va viknoeig v opaptio ot (o cov "It
aVTO, OEV VITAPYEL TOPO KATAOTKN Y10 EKEIVOVG TTOV Elvan
gv Xpotd Incov, ywri péow tov Xpiotod Incov o
vopog tov Ilvevpatog g {ong pe amedevBépwoe and
70 vOpOo NG apaptiog Kot tov Bavarov." (Popaiovg 8:1-
2) «Ocol TEPTUTOVY COUPDVA LLE TNV GUAPTOAN GOGT,
KGVOUV TO TPAYHOTA THG OUAPTOANG PVONG, GAAL OGOL
mepmatovy Kotd to Ivedpa, dev kdvouv ta mpdypoTo
™G OUUPTOANG POONC, Ppickovy TOV EXVTO TOLG VO
nepratdel | (on Tov [veduatooy. (€5. 5)

Eivar xoveig €dd okAdfog g apoaptiog; Xvveyilete va
TEPTETE oTOV 1010 TEWpooud Eava katl Eava Kot Eavd;
Kd&be popd mov Aéte «Zvyyvoun, dev TpoKeLTaL Vo TO
Eavaxdvoy, Kot 1000, To kdvete Eava kat Eava kot Eavda.
Av emwbel 1 oAnOeia, ot N apoaptio givar apéveng
oov. Eépete Opmg 0Tl 0 Pedg dev 10 GYediace Yo val
Aertovpyel €totl kot 0Tl Bo oo dmoel T dvVoUn Vo
oTAGETE AVTOV TOV KOKAO; AVTOg 0.

ot. Advoun v epnivn ot (o cag. «O vovg Ttov
apopPTOAOD ovlpdmov givar Odvatoc, aAAd 0 VOLC TOL




(Romans 8:28) God wants to empower you to live above
your circumstances.

Have you ever asked anybody, "How are you doing?"
They say, "l guess I'm doing all right under the
circumstances.” | always want to ask them, "Well, what
are you doing under your circumstances? You've got no
business being under them. Get on top of them. God
doesn't want you under the circumstances. He doesn't
want you going through life as a victim. He will give
you the power to climb out from under those things that
would devastate you and show you something positive
you could never have seen or known otherwise.” That's
the promise of Romans 8:28.

e. Empower you to be more Christ-like. "For those God
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
likeness of his Son." (Romans 8:29) That is what God
wants for you more than anything else. He wants you to
be free from sin, to know peace and to have a great
prayer life. He wants you on top of your circumstances,
but more than anything else, our God wants you to be
like Jesus Christ.

Let me summarize the way God would channel power
through your life. He wants to enable you to live the
richest, fullest, happiest and most productive life
possible. No doubt some of you are thinking, “That
works for you but it doesn't work for me. 0, I'm a
Christian, I've obeyed the gospel and I'm going to go to
heaven, | guess. But I've never felt God's power in my
life. | hear those things preached, but I don't know if it
really works." That thinking leads to the fourth and most
important.

4. Does it really have application in your life?

You better believe it does. Let's look at the process of
applying his power. Most Christians don't think God's power
is in their lives to any significant degree. | base that upon
observation. | don't think most Christians sense God's power
to any significant degree. It's not automatic. There are some
things you must do to key into it. Unless you follow God's
counsel for receiving his power, you'll live your life just as
powerless and just as defeated as an unbeliever.

So how do | apply His power on a consistent basis?

a. | admitto alack of power in my life. Most of us think
we're omnipotent. We think we're God. We don't say it
out loud, but deep in our hearts we think: Is there
anything too difficult for me? I can do anything and
everything. If you don't believe that, look at your
schedule, you are trying to do absolutely anything and
everything. You think it's all up to you. Somebody says,
"If you burn the candle at both ends, you're not as bright
as you think you are." A lot of us need to learn that.
Sooner or later stress, tension and frustration mounts.
Then, BOOM!

eléyyeton amd 1o Ilvevua etvar Con xor eprivmy.
(Popaiovg 8:6) Towg dev umopeite ebko 0 Vo OKEPTEITE
Hio opopTion Tov cog EAEYYEL, omAd kdbeote exel Kot
Aéte: «Eilpo kdmog pmha, dev EEpw Tt givor 1 Lon. unv
€y novyia yo v vmapén pov. Aev katorafaivey. O
®ebdg Gov divel Tn dvVaAUN Vo, EYELG AVTN TNV EPTVN.

f.  Evovvoudote ) {wh g mPOGELYNS 00 UEGW TOV
Tvevuotog tov mwov (e péoa oog. «Me tov 1010 TpdTO, TO
[Mvedpo pag ponda oty advvapio pog. Aev EEpovpue Yo
TL TPEMEL VO TPOGEVYOLOOTE, 0ALA TO 1010 To [Ivedpa
pecolofetl yio epdg pe otevayovs Tov dgv Popovv va
ekppacovv ot AéEeioy. (Popaiovg 8:26)

g. Addvoun vo Lemepvag tig mepiordoers. «Kat yvopilovpe
0Tl o€ OA0 Ta TPAyUaTa 0 Oedg epydleTal Yo To KOAO
eKelv@V OV TOV ayamovv, Tov £xovv KANOel chppmva
pe To okomd tovy. (Popaiovg 8:28) O @edg BE el va Gog
dmaet ) duvaun va Leite mvo omd Tig TEPIGTACELS GO,

‘Exete potoel moté kavévay, "Ilog to mate;" Aéve,
«Ymo0Et® 011 T WA KAAG V7o TIg TEpLoThoEy. [1dvTa
0ého va tovg potiom, "Aowmdv, T KAVELS VIO TIC
ouvinkeg cov; Agv €yelg dovield va gical kKdtw amo
avtovs. [ape mhvo tovg. O Bedg dev oe BELEL VIO TIC
TEPLOTACELS. Agv og BéAel Oa Gov dMoeL TN dvVaUN Vo
Eepuyelg omd ekelva ta mpdypoto mov Oo  oe
KatéoTpepav Kot o cov Ederyvay KATL BeTIKO OV TOTE
dev Ba umopovoeC va LG 1 VA YVOPIGELS S1UPOPETIKAY.
Avt elvar n vmooyeon oL €dapiov mpog Popaiovg
8:28.

h. Evovvouwote ocag vo &iote TEPIOOOTEPO OOV  TOV
Xproto.«l'o 6covg 0 Bedg NEepe amd mpwv, emiong
Tpoodploe vo. popewBodv pe v opoimorn tov Yoo
Tovy. (Pouaiovg 8:29) Avto sivar mov 0érel 0 Bedg yo
€00¢ TePooOTEPO OmO oTWNTOTE GALO. Ofhel va
amoAAayEiTe amd TNV ApopTio, Vo YVOPIGETE TNV 1PNV
KOL VO EYETE W10, LEYAAN TTPOCELYN. L€ OéNeL TAV® Ao
TIG TTEPLOTAGEIC GOV, OAAG TEPIGGOTEPO AO OTIONTOTE
éAlo, 0 Oeog pog Béhet va elcon cav tov Incov Xpioto.

Emitpéyte pov va cvuvoyicm tov tpdmo pe tov onoio o
®edg Oa Sroyéteve ) dOvaun otn Lo cag. OErel va cog
dmoel T dvvatdtra vo {oete v mo mAovol,
TANPESTEPT], TTO EVTVYICUEVT] KO TTLO TTapary @Ytk {on.
Xopic apeiporic, kdmolol ond £64g OKEPTESTE, «AVTO
Aertovpyel yuoo €64G, aALG dev Aettovpyel yia péva. 0,
gipon Xpiotovog, £xo vmoKoOoeL 6To gvayyEALO Kat Oa
oo oTOV MOPAdEIGO, VITOBET®. AALY dev €Ym VIMGEL
oTé TN duvaun tov g0 ot (N pov. Akod® aVTa To
TpAyuoTo, vo, knpvocovtal, OAAG dgv  EEpo  av
Aertovpyel TPOYUATIKA.» AVTA 1 okéyn oonyel oTo
TETOPTO KO TTLO G ULAVTIKO.

4."Eye1l ovtog epappoyn ot {on cov;
KoAvtepa va to miotéyelc. Ag dodue t odadikoocio




There's a lot of talk today about a mid-life crisis. A mid-
life crisis really is simply waking up to your limitations.
It's realizing that you're not God. It's realizing that you
can't control everything, you're not going to reach every
goal, you are a human being, you're weak and you're
getting older. Your body is settling, and your hairline is
receding.

What do you do when you realize that you're weak?
Listen to God! Paul said, "But He said to me, ‘My grace
is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in
weakness." Therefore, | will boast all the more gladly
about my weaknesses, so that Christ's power may rest
on me." (2 Corinthians 12:9) If you will not admit your
weakness, forget the power of God. As long as you
pretend to be self-sufficient you short-circuit God's
power in your life. As long as you feel I've got life by
the tail, then God will step back and say, "Okay, take it.
Let's see what it does to you."

Believe in faith. This is the key—write it down and
inscribe it on your heart. The key to God channeling
power in our lives is faith. Jesus taught, "Everything is
possible to him who believes" (Mark 9:23) and
"According to your faith it will be done to you.™
(Matthew 9:29)

If that's true, and it is, then two critical questions
naturally follow: 1) what are you expecting God to do
in your life? and 2) what are you expecting God to do
through your life? Because he works according to faith,
God has unlimited power. Let's don't limit him by our
expectation of him. Many times, we've talked about this,
but remember God is the ultimate power source and
faith is our connector. Faith is our conduit, and the
amount of power that God channels into our lives
directly correlates to the amount of faith that we are
using to connect.

The other day my battery died, or something died, the
car wouldn't start. I fellow pull over and said, "I've got
some jumper cables.” They were these little old bitty
things just made out of tinfoil. He hooked them up to his
battery and mine and it still wouldn't crank. | thought,
we can't solve it at all. Then this other fellow came up.
He had a pick-up truck. He had everything in there. He
took out jumper cables that took two of us to carry. They
were big cables, he said, "Let me hook them up for you,
son." | said, "Okay." Sure enough, he hooked them up
and VAROOOOM! What was the difference? The
difference was neither in the recipient and the power
source, it was in the connection. It was in the strength of
that connection.

A lot of us have faith that is like a little electrical cord
for a 110-outlet and God wants us to have cable so that
we can really know the power. Vince Hefner once said,

eQapUoYNS ™G eEovaiag Tov. O TeptocodTEPOL XPLoTLovol
dev matebouvv O0TL 1) dSvvaun tov Oeob eivar ot {1 TOVE GE
onuavtikd Pabud. To Poacilew oty mapatinpnon. Aev
vopilem o1t o1 mepiocdtepol Xpiotwavol acBdavovtol
dvvapn tov g0 oe onuavtiko Padpod. Asv eivon avtdpaTo.
Ymépyovv HePKA TPAYLLOTO TTOL TPETEL VO KAVETE Y10 VO TO
KAewmoete. Av dev axoArovdncete ) cupPfovin Tov g0l
v va Adfete T dvvaun tov, Ba {noete ) o1 cog to idto
avioyvpot Kot To 1610 nTINUéEVol pe Evav AmioTo.

[ Aowmdv epappolm tn dvvapn Tov oe cuvenn Paon;

éva. Oporoy®d TNV éhdewyn ovvaung oty {on pov. O
nePLocOTEPOL amé ENAg motevovpue OTL gipoote
navroovvapol. Nopilovpe 0T cipocte Ogoc. Agv To
Aépe dvvatd, aird Padd péoca oty Kapowd pog
oKEPTOPOGTE: YTAPYEL KATL TOAD OVGKOAO Y1 pévVa;
Mmop® vo. KAV TO TAVTO KOl TA TAVTO. AV O0EV TO
TOTEVETE, 0EiTE TO TPOYPUNNG GOS, TPOSTOOEITE VO
KAVETE TO TAVTO Kot Ta TAvTa. Nopilelg 0T 6Aa givan
oto yépL cov. Kdamorog Aéel, «Av KAWELS TO Kepi KoL
0TI 000 GKpPES, Ogv eican T060 Aapmepoc 660 vopilelg
o6t gicaw. [oirol and gpdg mpémerl va 1o pdOoope
avTd. Apya 1M ypiyopa to ayyoc, m £viacn Ko 1
amoyonrtevon avédvovrar. Tote, MITIOYM!

INvetow moAdGg AOYyog onpepo Yoo por Kpion péEoMG
nikiog. Mia kpion péong nAkiog oty TPAyLOTIKOTNTO
amhdg  apurvilel Tovg meplopiopods  oag.  Eivan
ocvvewdntonoinon Ot Ogv  eloar  ®edc.  Eivon
cuveldnTonoinon 0Tt dev pmopeig va eAEyEeis ta mhva,
dgv mpoOKeITOl Vo QTACEL o€ kGOe o©TO)0, €loan
dvBpomog, cical advvapog kot yepvac. To copa cov
NPEUEL KOL 1 YPOUUN TOV LOAADY GOV DITOYWPEL.

Tv kdvelg dtav cvvedntomoleic 0Tl eicot adHVOUOGC;
Axov tov Bed! O ITaviog ine: «Ma gkeivog pov gine:
«Ze apkel M x4pn pov, ywri M SOVOUN UOV
teAelonoteital oty advvapioy. I'' avtd, Bo kavynOd
aKOUN MO EVYAPIOTA YO TIG OSVVOAMIES LoV, Yo VO
ompyrtel mhvo pov m Ovvaun Tov Xplotovy. (2
Kopwbiovg 12:9) Eav dev mapadeyteite v advvouio
oag, Eexdote ™ dHvaun Tov Oeol. Oco mpocmoteicat
otL gioal owTdpKNG, PPoyLKLKAGDVELG TN SUVOUN TOVL
®eov ot (0N cov. Oco vidbelg 6t éxo ™ {on otV
ovpd, tote 0 Bedg Ba Kavel Tiow ko Oa 7el, "Evtaéer,
mép' 0. Ag dovpe TL B cov Khvet."

ol [licteye otnv miotn. Avtd civon To KAEWDL — YpayTE
TO KOl EYYPAYTE TO GTNV KAPoLd cac. To krewdi Yo
va 010y£TEVEL 0 Odg dVvaun ot (o] pog givar i
niotn. O Incovg didale: «Ta mavta ivar dvvorTd o€
aVToV oL MeTeVEY (Mapkog 9:23) kot «Katd v
mioTn oog Oa yivel o€ cacy» (MatOaiog 9:29).

Edv avtd eivar aAnbewo, ko givol, tOTE QUOIKG
axolovBobv dvo kpioa epotiuata: 1) T Tepuévere
va, Kavel o0 Ogdg o1 (0N coc; Kol 2) Tt TEPIUEVELS VO




"God has given us an atomic bomb power and yet we
live firecracker lives." There is not a problem too big for
God. There is no request he cannot handle. Then the
issue is my faith. What am | willing to believe? If you
want to see God's power in your life, you must first
believe in faith.

c. Speak in faith. | find most preachers leave this out. Paul
says, "It is written: (and he quotes Psalm 116) 'l
believed; therefore | have spoken.' With that same spirit
of faith we also believe and therefore speak." (2
Corinthians 4:13) Paul says, "After you believe, you
also need to speak." You must verbalize your faith.
There must be an announcement of what you're
intending to see God do. You don't just think it; you
announce it and speak it. Folks, that's what a goal is. A
goal is a statement of faith. Now if you don't believe in
God or if you're not following the prescription, then
your goal is only a statement of faith in your own power.
But a well-crafted goal can and should be a statement of
faith in God's power. | believe God can and will bless
my life this way.

Well-constructed goals are statements of faith. The size
of your goals is determined by the size of your God. You
show me the goals in your life and I'll show you what
you really think in the power of God. How many of you
have a goal “I believe God will use me to bless hundreds
of people.” He can. The question is: Do you believe that
and will you state that? If you've got a family that's
fractured right now, do you believe that God can use you
to be the spark of light and blessing in your family? He
can. Do you believe that? Would you say it? Folks, it's
very important that you announce your faith. James
says, "The tongue is the rudder of your life. It sets the
direction, it charts the course.” It has the power of life
and it has the power of death.

What are you saying about your marriage? What are you
saying about your job? What are you saying about your
finances? What are you saying about your children?
What are you saying about your church? Many of you
are sitting around waiting for God to do something in
your lives, but you're short-circuiting it all by the way
you talk. You say you believe it but then deny it by your
complaints. How many times have | heard somebody
say, "Well, I'm praying God will save my marriage, but
it's the pits?" They say, "I'm praying my kids will make
the right choices, oh, but sometimes | think they're
hopeless.” Or, "I believe that God has the power to allow
me to break those bad habits, but that's just the way |
am." Don't short-circuit God’s power by your thoughts
and utterances. God's power is not automatic. You must
first admit you need His power, believe in faith that He
can supply your need, and speak and act in faith.

d. Actin faith. This point is vital and most people miss it.

Kével 0 Ogdg o1 (o1 cov; Eneidn epydletor coupmva
pe v miotn, o ®edg Exel aneplopiotn dvvaun. Ag unv
Tov meplopilovpe HE TIG TPOGOOKIES UOG OTO OLTOV.
[ToAAéc @opéc, €yovpe MWANGEL Yo oVTO, OGAAL va
Bopdote 0T1 0 Oedg givor n amdALTN TYN EVEPYELOG KOL
N miotn eivar 0 cvvdetpog pag. H wiom givat o ayawyog
HOG KOl 1] TOGOTNTO, TG OVUVOUNG TTOV JL0YETEVEL 0 BEdC
ot {on pog oyetiletar Gueca pe TtV mTOGOHTNTO TNG
TOTNG TOV YPTCUYLOTOLOVE Y1 VO GLVOEDODE.

Tig mpoddrec pov mébave N pratapia, v €nece KatL, TO
avtokivnto  dev  éPale  umpog. O  ocuvAdEAPOC
TpoPrytnre kot gito: "Eyo pepikd xoddowo dAtng."

‘Htav avtd to pikpd moAid pukpompdypoto eTioypévo

a6 alovpvoyapto. Ta cuvédecse 6N WraTOPio TOV Kot
ot O01KN pov kail oA dgv dvorye ™ pilo. TkéQTnko,
dev pmopolpe va 1o Avocovpe kaBoAov. Metd Mpbe
avtoc o dAlog. Elye o vrokika. Eiyxe ta mavio eket
uéoa. ‘Efyole kahddio mov ypeldomray 600 amd EUOC
va T petapépovpe. 'Hrov peydio kaiaoda, gine, «Ace
HE VO GOV TO. GLVOEC, Yie povy. Eima: «EvtdEew.
Ddvuoikd, toug cvvédese kot VAROOOOM! Tow ftav
N oapopd; H dapopd dev NTav oUTe GTOV TOPOANTTN
ob1e otV TNy pedlaTog, NTav ot cuvdeon. Htav ot
dvvapn atrg g ocHvoEoS.

[ToArol amd epdg motebovv OTL givol cav &va HKpPO
niekTpicd KaAmdo yio pia Tpila 110xon o Ogdg Bérel
Vo £YOVUE KOAMDOLO Yo VO UTOPOVUE Vo yvopilovue
mpaypatikd ™ dvvaun. O Bvg Xéopvep gine kamote: «O
®ebdg pog €dmoe dvvaun atoptkng Poppos xar dpmg
Covpe (wég kpotidwvy. Agv vapyel TPOPANUC TOAD
peyéro ywo tov @gd. Agv vmapyel aitnuo wov vo pnv
uropei va yewprotel. Tote 1o Bépa etvon ) iotn pov. Tt
glpon datebelpévog va motéy; Av 0éhete va deite )
dvvaun tov Oeob ot (0N cog, TPEMEL TPOTO Vo
MGTEYETE GTNV TGTY.

vro. Mika pe miot. Bpiok® 611 o1 meprocoTEpOL

1epoknpukeg To apnvovy £Em. O Maviog Aéer: «Eivan
vpoppévo: (kov  mopoBéter tov Woaipo 116)
«Ilioteyo- YV avté pilnoca». Mg to o0 mvedpa
TGTIG TGTEVOVIE KL EPEIS KO EMOPEVOS PIAGUEN. (2
Kopw0Oiovg 4:13) O ITaviog Aéer: «AQOV TIGTEYETE,
yperaletar ko vo puinoete». lpémel va ekppaoete
iekTika ™V wiotn cog. Ipéner vo vmapysr po
OVOKOIVMG1) Y10 TO TL GKOTEVETE VA OEITE TOV O va
Kavel. Agv TO 6KEQTEGAL OTAG. TO OVOKOLVAOVELS KOL
70 mAdc. lMaord, avtdg eivan o 61606 'Evag 610G
givan o onimon wictne. Topa, edv dgv moTedeTe
otov Qg6 1 edv dgv akorovBeite T cuvTayn, TOTE 0
0670Y0¢ 60g eivan pévo po dMMAimon TieTNg 6T oK1
cog oOvaun. AAAG £vag KOAOQTLOYREVOS OTOYOG
pmopel Kol wpémer va givanr pia dNimon wioTng oty
ovvaun Tov Ogov. IIotedm 611 0 Ocog propei ko Oa
gvloynoel ™) Lo pov pe avtov Tov Tpodmo.




If you want God's power in your life, you step out in
advance before the power is released. See, God wants
you to take an action for him before you ever feel
anything. Did you catch that? Somebody says, "Are you
saying that I've got to act as if | have the power, even
though | don't yet have the power, in order to get the
power?" Yes. That's acting in faith. You go ahead and
act in faith before you feel it and God rewards it. You
don't wait for a feeling.

Some of you right now are waiting for a feeling. You're
waiting for God to move you. “I'm waiting for a feeling
in order to get involved in a ministry.” “I'm waiting for
that one sermon to suddenly just move me and I'll plug
right in.” Some are saying "I'm waiting for God to move
me to give generously.” "I'm waiting for God to move
me to share my faith at work." "I'm waiting for God to
give me the feeling to get my marriage in order." If the
only time that you do things is when you feel like it rest
assured, the devil will make sure you never feel like it.
He has tremendous influence over our emotions. You've
got to act in faith. Take the step before you feel like it,
whether you ever feel like it or not. Immaturity is living
by your feelings, and maturity is living by faith, your
commitments. So act now.

Many people miss God's blessing because they've never
tried. If you don't try, you don't receive the power.

Do you remember when Peter had fished all night
without catching anything? Jesus said, "Peter, | want
you to go out, launch out into the deep, (and remember
those great words) and cast your nets." (Luke 5:6) Peter
said "Lord, we've fished all night. They're not biting."”
He said, "I didn't ask if they were biting, | didn't ask if
you felt like going, | said launch out into the deep."
What did Peter do? He launched out into the deep and
the nets began to break and the boats began to sink. You
act in faith.

The children of Israel were finally going to cross the
Jordan River into the Promised Land under Joshua.
They put the Ark of the Covenant on the shoulders of
the priests carrying it by the poles and Joshua said,
"Walk, walk right into the water and as you walk into
the water don't worry, it's going to subside.” I've often
wondered what they thought as they got close to the
edge and they felt the water hit their toes, then their
ankles and maybe mid-calf. Were they wondering,
“What are we doing here?” But all of a sudden the water
just backed up and they walked across on dry ground.

Peter in Matthew 14 saw the Lord walking on the water.
He stepped out and he acted in faith receiving the power
to walk on that water. Many of you are waiting thinking
you are waiting on God. But, God is waiting on you. The
power is there to heal whatever is really injurious in
your life. He just wants you to admit you need it, believe

Ol koAd KOTOOKELAGUEVOL OTOYOL E€ivol OMAMGCELS
miomc. To péyebog tov otd)wV cag kabopileTar amd To
péyebog tov Oeov coc. Agie pov Tovg oTOYOVE TNG
Cong cov Kot 8o 6oL Jei® TL TPAYUOTIKG CKEPTECAL LE
TN 6vvaun tov Oeov. [1ocol amd eodg Exete Evav 6TOYO
«Totedw 611 0 Bedg Ba pe YPNOUOTOWCEL Yo VoL
€VAOYNOEL EKOTOVTAdEG avBpdTOLS». AvTog umopel. To
gpotnua eivar: To miotevete kot B to dnAdoete; Edv
€xete (oL owkoyévela mov Eyel dtolvBel avtn ™ oty
moTeLETE OTL 0 OO UMOPEL VAL GOG (PN CLOTOMGEL Yol
va yivete 1 omibo @OTOC Kol EDAOYING GTNV OIKOYEVELY
cag; Avtog pmopel. To motedelg avtd; Oa to EAeyeg;
[Moudid, elvar mOAD ONUOVTIKO VO AVOKOWVAVETE TNV
wiom coc. O TCéwg Aéet, «H yAmooa gival to mddiio
g {ong oov. Kabopilel tnv katevbuvon, yopdoocel v
mopeion. Exet m dbvoun g {ong kot &gl tn dvvaun
Tov Bavdtov.

T1 Aeg yua tov yapo cov; Tt Aeg yia T dovAed cov; Ti
Aeg Yo Ta okovopkd 6ov; Ti Aéte yo ta moudid cag; Ti
Aeg yio v ekkAnoio cov; [ToAdol and ecdc kdbeote
mepévovtag tov Oed va kdvel kK4t 61N {on 6oc, aAld
T PPayLVKLVKADVETE OAL LLE TOV TPOTO OV AdTE. Agg
OTL TO WOTEVEIC OAAG LETE TO apVEICHL [E TO, TOPATOVE.
ocov. [locec @opég €y oKoVGEL KATOOV Vo AéEl,
"Aowmov, mpocehyonatl 0 G4 Vo GOGEL TOV YOO LoV,
aAAG eivor ot Adkkoy" Aéve, «IIpocevyopal ta moudid
HOV VO KAVOLV TIC GMOOTEG EMAOYEG, M, OAAG UEPIKEC
oopég vouilm ot etvan anehmotikéy. 'H, «ITiotevm ot
0 ®gbg £xel T SVVALTN VO OV EMTPEYEL VAL KOY® OVTES
TIC KokéC ovvnbeleg, oAAG  étor  gipay. Mnv
Bpayvkurkiovete tn dbvaun tov Aol UE TIG GKEYELS
Kot Ta Aoya 6oG. Oedc' H 1oybe Tov dev etvon awtdpa.
[pénel mpdrTa va mapadeyteic 6Tt yperalecatl T dSOVAUN
Tov, vo moTéyelg pe miot 0Tl UITopEl Vo KAADYEL TNV
avAayKTn GOV KoL VoL LATYOELS KO VoL EVEPYNOELS LLE TTLOT).

pe. Apaoe pe miotn.Avtd 10 onpeio etvan {oTikng onuaciog

KOl Ol TEPLGGOTEPOL TO Ydvouv. Av BéAete TN dvvaun
Tov Oe0b 61N (N cag, Pyaivete ek TOV TPOTEPOV TPV
amelevbepwbel n dOvaurn. BAémete, o Oedg Oéhel va
KOVETE L0l EVEPYELDL Y10 EKEIVOV TPV VIDGETE OTIONTOTE.
To émoaoceg; Kamowog Aéel, "Aeg OtL mpémel va
GUUTEPIPEPOUOL OOV VO EY® TT SOV, TOPOAO TOV dEV
€y axoun T dvvaun, yio va mdpo v eovoia;" Nai.
Avtd eivan va evepyeig pe miotn. Ilpoympdrte won
gvepyeite pe miom wpwv 10 vidoetre Kouw 0 Oedg 1o
avtopeiyel. Agv mepiuévelg éva cvvaicOnua.

Kdamolor amd €cdc avt T oTypn mEPUEVOLY Eva
ouvaicOnua. [epyévelg tov ®ed va oe GLYKIVAOEL
«Ileppévo évo cvvaicOnua yio vo epmlox® oe €va
vrovpyeion. «llepypévo avtd to €va KNPLYUO VO LE
ovykwnoel Eaopvikd kot Oa 1o Balo oty mpilon.
Kémoior Aéve «Ilepyiéva va pe cuykvnoel o ®edg yio
va dmom omAoyepan. «Ilepipuéveo tov Ogd vo pe




in faith, speak in faith, then step out and act in faith. “Is
anything too difficult for me?” No, nothing is too
difficult for God. Amazing Grace #1272 Steve Flatt July 14, 1996

Chapter 2
If A Man Dies, Will He Live Again?

"If a man dies, will he live again?" (Job 14:14) is a question
that has haunted the mind of every man and woman who has
ever lived. From the dawn of creation it has been an enigma
to the mind of man. Solomon wrote Ecclesiastes something
like his journal. He was perplexed; he had more questions
than answers. "All go to the same place, all come from dust
and to dust all return. Who knows if the spirit of man rises
upward?" (Ecclesiastes 3:20) Though Job offered no answer
to his question and though Solomon went through a period
where he had more questions than answers, the Scripture
gives an emphatically clear answer to the question if a man
dies, will he live again? YES! YES! A hundred times YES!

"For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten
Son that whosoever believeth on him would not perish, but
have” (What?) “Everlasting life.” (John 3:16) Jesus told
Martha, the sister of Lazarus who had just died, "I am the
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live,
even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me
will never die." (John 11:25) He said to his disciples, | am
about to leave you but “In my Father's house are many
rooms; if it were not so, | would have told you. | am going
there to prepare a place for you. And if | go and prepare a
place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me
that you also may be where I am.” (John 14:2-3)

1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thessalonians 4 are great chapters
about the return of Jesus. Finally, the aged Apostle John is
given the opportunity in a vision to see heaven itself. He
gives it a magnificent description; | guess the best you can
do in human language. My favorite part is his description of
Jesus’ Church as a bride beautifully dressed for her husband.
(Revelation 20:1-7) If a man dies, will he live again? Oh,
yes he will.

But we know much of our world doesn't believe that, not
even much of the religious world believes it. A Gallup poll
that looked at our religious beliefs as a country indicated that
94 percent of all Americans believe in God. That's
encouraging, isn't it? | was surprised that 84 percent of
America believes that Jesus is the Son of God, not just a
great man. But less than 70 percent of America believe that
there will be a heaven and significantly less than half believe
that there is a literal hell.

Our religious culture has no room today for eternity. We
have stripped faith of its eternal dimensions. Heaven has
become just learning how to live the good life. Hell has just
become the self-induced trauma that we have when we don't.

VIOKIVIOEL VO LLOLPAGTD TNV TOTN HOL OT1 SOVAELLY.
«Ilepyévem Tov Oed va pov doetl TV aicnon va Péim
o€ TaEN ToV YaUo pov». Av 1 uoévn eopd mov KAvelg
TpaypaTo etvat 6Tav cov apécetl, va gical olyovpog 0Tt
0 défolrog Ba ppovricel va punv cov apécetl moté. ‘Eyet
tepdotio. emippon oto cvvalcOnuatd poc. [péner va
gvepyeig pe miotn. Kdavte to fpa npv cog apéoet, gite
cog apéoel moté gite Oyl Avopudtnrta ivor va Ceig pe
To. GUVaIGHHOTA cov, Kal @pluoTnTo givol va Ceig pe
7o, TIC OECUEVTELS GOC. APAGE AOUTOV TOPA.

[ToArol avBpwmot yavovy Ty evAoyia Tov Oeol enedN
dev &yovv mpoormabnoel moté. Edv dev mpoomabnoete,
dev AopPaverte tn ddvapn.

®uudote 6tav o I1étpog yhpeve dAn T viyTa yopig va
mboet tinota; O Inoovg eine: «llétpo, 8w va Pyeg
€€m, va extoevoelg ota Padid, (ko vo Bupdoat ovtd
T peyaAa Aoy1a) Ko va pigeig ta, diytua covy. (Aovkdg
5:6) O Ilétpog eime «Kopie, yapedape 0An tn viyTo.
Agv daykdvouvy. Eime, «Agv pdtnoa av ddykovay, dgv
potoa av Nekeg va mog, eima va exktoevbeig ota
Babiax». T ékave o I1étpog; Extogevtnie ota Pabdid kon
Ta diyTva Apyoav va ondve kot ot BapKes dpyloav va
Bvoilovtar. Evepyeic pe miom.

Ta moudud tov Iopanid enpdkeito TeAKA va TepAGOLY
tov motoud lopddvn ot I'm ¢ Emayyehiog vmd tov
Incov tov Novr. 'EBaiav v Kipwtd g Awbnkng
GTOVG OUOVS TOV 1lEPE®MV OV TNV KovPoiodoav amd
Toug otoAovg kot o Tlocovo ceine: «Ilepmatnorte,
mepnatnote akpPdg péco oto vepd Kol KoOMG
MEPTATATE GTO VEPO UNV avoLYEITE, B0 VITOYWPNGEW.
Toyva ovopoTiEpol Tt okéetovtay Kobmg mAncialov
oTNV GKPN KOl EVIOoAY TO VEPO VO, XTLTO TO dCTLAM
TOV TOJIDV TOVGS, LETA TOLG AOTPAYAAOVG TOVG KOl I0MG
™m péomn g yaumags. Avapotidvrovcav: «Tt kévovpe
e0;» AAMG Eopvikd To vepd HOMC avéEPmKE Kot
TEPTATNCOV AMEVAVTL GE GTEYVO £d0POG.

O [Iétpoc oto0 Matbaiog 14 €ide Tov Kvpio vo mepmatd
miveo oto vepd. Bynke kor evipynoce pe miom
Aoppdvovtag tn dvvaun Vo TEPTATIOEL TAV® GE AVTO
t0 vepd. Tlohoi amd eodg mepuévete vopiloviag Ot
neppévete tov Oed. Opmg, o Oedg oe mepuével. H
dvvapn etvon exel yuoo va Bepamevcel otidnmote givan
mpayuotikd Prafepd otn (of cag. AmAdg 0élel va
mapodeyTELC OTL TO Ypelalecat, Vo ToTEVLEIC OTNVY o,
vo WAGg pe miotn Kot peTd vo Pyaivelg € Kot va
evepyeig pe miotr. «Eivar kdtt Todd d0oKoro yio pévas

Oy, timota dev gival ToAD dVGKOAO Yo TOV O€d. Amazing
Grace #1272 Steve Flatt 14 IovAiov 1996




We, who don’t believe that sometimes, maybe even oft-
times, act like we believe it. We become so absorbed with
the propaganda of our culture, so absorbed in the quest for
things and status, and so caught up with what | call the
"Gospel of NOW," we tend to lose sight of eternity, don't
we?

Have any of you ever seen that movie Heaven Can Wait?
The plot of the movie was a professional football
quarterback who was called home to heaven early in an
accident. When he gets there in heaven, the angel talks to
him and says, "Oh no, we've made a mistake." The whole
plot of the movie is how can we get him back down on earth
so he can play in the Super Bowl. | mean after all, who
would want to go to heaven when you can play in the Super
Bowl? Do you see how insidious it is? We Christians
watching the movie were sitting there going, "Yes, Yes, get
him back, get him back, get him back."

| think if the truth be told, we're a lot like little Tommy in
the Sunday School class. The teacher asked "How many of
you want to go to heaven?" Everybody raised their hand
except little Tommy. The teacher looked at Tommy and
said, "Tommy, don't you want to go to heaven one day?" He
said, "Oh, one day. | thought you meant right now."

Oh yes, | want to go to heaven ONE day, like that one day
I'm going on that African safari, one day I'll try sky diving,
one day I'll really climb up and clean out the attic and that
one day that down in our hearts we think will never really
come.

We've lost sight of eternity. We've lost the depth of the
meaning of Hebrews 9:27, "It is appointed unto man once to
die and after that the judgment." We've lost the meaning of
Acts 17:31, "Because he has fixed the day upon which he
will judge the world with righteousness by a man whom he
has appointed and of this he has given assurance by raising
him from the dead." The resurrection of the dead means a
lot of things, but here's one thing it means: The God who is
able to raise Jesus up from the dead is able to judge the entire
world based upon what they do with Jesus, The Christ.

When | was a boy growing up, | heard a lot of sermons about
eternity, heaven and hell. It seemed like | heard more on hell.
Maybe | just remembered those longer. | thought, if | ever
get a chance to preach, | don't think I'm going to preach like
that, | think I'm going to preach like Jesus preached. Then |
grew up and | read the Bible. | found out that nobody
preached more about heaven and hell than the man, Jesus of
Nazareth.

If you don't believe it, read his statements in Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John. Nobody was calling his listeners more often
to weigh temporal gain against eternal consequences than
Jesus of Nazareth. Re-read the parables and the Sermon on
the Mount. "What would it profit a man if he were to gain
the whole world, but lose his own soul?" "What will a man
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give in exchange for his soul?" Jesus didn't come preaching
about how to change the government and he lived in a
corrupt one. He didn't come preaching about how to be
healthy and wealthy. He didn't come to try and tell men how
to talk in tongues. He came to teach about eternity and he
did it with force. This might surprise you, but nobody taught
more about hell than Jesus the Christ.

Who was it that said, "Why do you fear the one who can
destroy the body when you ought to fear the one who can
destroy both the body and soul in hell?" See the former is
“NOW?” thinking; the other is “ETERNITY” thinking. We
do a grave injustice to ourselves and to this world if we don't
answer Job's question: "If a man dies, will he live again?"
The answer is: Yes, he will. But where? See the question
isn't whether eternity or not, the question is what kind of
eternity, Heaven or Hell.

There is one key passage about life after our time here on
earth. “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and
fine linen and lived in luxury every day. At his gate was laid
a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to
eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came
and licked his sores. The time came when the beggar died
and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man
also died and was buried. In hell, where he was in torment,
he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by
his side. So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on
me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and
cool my tongue, because | am in agony in this fire." But
Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you
received your good things, while Lazarus received bad
things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony.
And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has
been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you
cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' He
answered, 'Then | beg you, father, send Lazarus to my
father's house, for I have five brothers. Let him warn them,
so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’
Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let
them listen to them.' ‘'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if
someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' He
said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets,
they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the
dead.”” (Luke 16:19-31)

Five elementary truths about eternity can be found in the
above text.

1. Death will not end your existence.

If a man dies, will he live again? You can be sure of it. You
know death is the earth’s great equalizer. I don't care who
you are or what you have, you won't escape it. When we hear
of a poor person dying, somebody who lives in the slums,
some beggar or homeless person, it doesn't seem to register.
But when we hear that a rich person died overnight of a heart
attack, we are aghast. That is because we tend to associate
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people with what they have. Since a rich person has a lot it's
going to last for a long time. Let me tell you something,
you're not going to die a rich man. You're not going to die a
poor man. You're just going to die a man. What you have
won't make one shred of difference. You leave all your
earthly wealth, fame, honor and position behind at death.
Death is earth’s great equalizer.

Death doesn't end your existence. When you die you will
have consciousness. If | read this correctly, Abraham, the
rich man and Lazarus, they knew who they were and they
knew where they were. You will have identity. The rich man
was the rich man, Lazarus was Lazarus, Abraham was
Abraham and Isaac was Isaac. In fact you will still be you.
Apparently, there will be some degree of memory. Did you
notice how Abraham said to the rich man, "Remember when
you lived, you had your fine things." Death doesn't end your
existence.

The Sadducees were a sect of the Jews who did not believe
in the resurrection. They were always trying to trip Jesus up.
So they asked him "Lord, teacher, tell us this. If a man had
a wife and he dies, and then she marries his brother, then he
dies, and then she marries another brother. Well let's just
say that goes on 10 times, then in the resurrection, whose
wife will she be?" When they finished the question, Jesus
looked at them and said, "You've got two problems. You
don't really believe in the power of God and you don't even
know the Scripture." He said, "Haven't you read how the
Almighty said, "I AM the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob.” And he said that long after they died. He didn't say
I WAS the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. “I am the
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and I'm not the God of
the dead, I'm the God of the living.” Death does not end
your existence.

2. There will be an immediate separation.

There will be an immediate separation. | gather that not only
from the rich man and Lazarus but also from. Matthew 25
where Jesus talks about separating the sheep and the goats
into two separate groups, those who will come in and receive
the blessings and those who will be outcast. Now | know
some people can't believe that our loving Almighty God
would send people to hell.

I've searched my Bible through and through. I find no place
in Scripture where the Bible says God sends anybody to hell.
| find the exact opposite. "God is patient, not wanting
anybody to perish.” (2 Peter 3:9) The only reason this old
world is still standing today is because God knows that
somebody is going to come to Jesus today, and he wants
them as part of the kingdom. God says, "...1 have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked..." (Ezekiel 33:11) | confess that
is one way I'm far short of God. There are times when | read
of somebody getting on an airplane as a terrorist with guns
and bomb traps and maybe they kill a couple of hostages and
are holding the rest. Every now and then a SWAT team will
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come and they'll shoot them, just shoot them right there.
There is a part of me when | hear that, | say, "YES. Good.
Get the rest of them." Because | fear they won't come to
justice, otherwise. But not God, my God has no joy in the
death of a wicked person. Do you know why? Because when
that wicked person dies, he or she is lost. God doesn’t send
anyone to hell. When someone rejects Jesus Christ and
Heaven, they condemn themselves and choose Hell.

"For God so loved the world that he sent his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believes on him will not perish but have
everlasting life." (John 3:16) The next verse says, "For he
didn't come to condemn the world, but he came to save the
world through himself." Folks, get this idea out of your
mind. It is not that at your death God will choose to send
you to some realm of death, you have chosen the death
lifestyle for yourself right now. All God is going to do on
that great judgment day is to declare the choices that men
and women have been making for themselves all along.
That's the reality. If you think God wants to send anybody
to hell, re-look at the cross. If there is ever proof that our
God will go out of his way to make sure anybody and
hopefully everybody will be saved, it's at the cross of Jesus
Christ. But for those who are not washed by the blood that's
offered there, they will be on the wrong end of an immediate
separation.

3. Every man's eternal destiny is unchangeable.

If heaven and hell, if paradise and torment have anything in
common, it is their unalterable fixedness, mercy comes
before the grave. I've searched my Bible and found
absolutely no validity that you could pay or pray themselves
or anyone else into heaven after death. In fact in the story
about the rich man and Lazarus, Abraham looked at that rich
man and in a Greek tense says, "There has been and remains
yet fixed a gulf between us that no man can span.” In a sense
God didn't dig that chasm the rich man did. He did it during
his life. He lived his life separate from people like Lazarus,
didn't he? His whole life, he said, "Lazarus, I'm over here
and you're over there, don't you bother me and | won't
bother you. | don't want to have anything to do with a poor
old wretch like you." Really all God did when the rich man
died is to keep what he had chosen intact.

I've already alluded to in some sense and in many ways the
future life is just the present life identified continued. What's
interesting to me is that even in torment, even in hell, the
rich man still saw Lazarus as a beggar and servant. He
looked over at Abraham and said, "Abraham, tell Lazarus to
go down there, get me some water and bring that water back
here.” He still saw him as a servant. Every man's eternal
destiny is unchangeable after death.

4. The righteous will receive comfort.

| suspect it is more than coincidental that we don't know the
name of the rich man, but we know the name of Lazarus
even before he died. That kind of indicates to me that God
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YTl &xo TEVTE 0dEPPLO. A TOVG TPOELOOTOMGEL, Y10, VO,
unv épbovv k1 awtoi oe avToOV TOV TOMO TOV Pacdvovy. O
ABpadp ardvinoe: «Exovv tov Mmvon kot tovg [Ipogntes.
ag Toug akovcovvy. «Oyt, mhtep APpaduy, e, «oAAd av
Kamolog amd TOvg Vvekpovg Thel o€ avTovg, HOa
petavonoovvy. Tov gine: «Av dgv akovcovv Tov Mo
ka1 toug [lpognteg, dev Ba mTelGTOOY OKOUN KL OV KATO10G
avoaotnOel amd Tovg vekpovey (Aovkdg 16:19-31).
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1.0 0dvatoc dev Ba Terer®aoeL TV VapEn Gov.
Av mebdver évag avBpomoc, Ba Eavalnoel, Mmopeite va
glote oiyovpor yio owtd. Eépete 41l 0 Bavatoc ivar o




knew all along who the important one was, didn't he? Now
| suspect that when the rich man died he had one elaborate
funeral. There were flowers everywhere and memorials
given to charities in his name, they probably lined the
synagogue; the mayor was there and maybe even the
procurator of Jerusalem. | imagine everybody was there for
his funeral. But all it says about Lazarus is he died. It doesn't
even say he is buried. | suspect they threw him out in old
Potter's field. But | know for a fact Lazarus had one thing at
his funeral that the rich man didn't have. He had angels.
Angels carried him to Abraham's bosom. Suddenly, he is the
affluent one. Death was the best thing that ever happened to
Lazarus.

I've said this many times at funerals, but | want you to hear
it while you're alive, okay? I'm convinced that when you are
baptized into Christ, you have already experienced the only
death of any significance you ever need to experience.
“Don't you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? (Romans 6:3) That's the
saving power of this universe. Galatians 3 states that when
we are baptized into Christ, we are clothed in him. 1
Thessalonians 4:14 says, for since “We believe that Jesus
died and rose again and so we believe that God will bring
with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him." Did you
notice those two little words, "IN HIM?" The question is
not: Are you going to fall asleep? Are you going to die? If
the Lord tarries long enough, everybody is going to die. The
question is: Are you going to fall asleep IN HIM? When we
die with Christ in immersion, baptism, and are raised to walk
in a newness of life, we become IN, HIM, CHRIST. We've
died the only death of any significance. We have the promise
of Scripture that when we sleep, we will be raised to
experience comfort and peace.

5. The unrighteous will experience agony.

In torment, it was the rich man who became the beggar to
the point that even one drop of cold water was worth
begging for. I'm not attempting to graphically or physically
describe hell. I know that from what we've just read, the rich
man was in pain. He had the pain of remembering
opportunity that he had ignored. He had the pain of knowing
the fate of others who were destined to his same fate, his
brothers.

I can't with a finite mind describe exactly what hell will be
like. But there were three things that Jesus constantly
associates with hell throughout his teachings. He talks about
fire, weeping and gnashing of teeth. How utterly
presumptuous is that any one of us to act like that wouldn't
matter or that it doesn't exist.

All of us need to ask some serious questions about who we
are and where we're going.

Consider the future. Get away from the “Gospel of NOW”
and think in light of eternity. The devil's oldest tool is to get
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amoPfAnfovv. Topa EEpw 6TL KAmo101 AVOpOTOL dEV UTOPOLV
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man to think about right now. Remember when Esau came
in after a three-day hunt and Jacob was cooking up some
stew, he said, "Let me have some stew, Jacob." Jacob said,
"Okay, but | want your birthright." Do you think Esau
thought that through? He wasn't thinking about forever. He
thought, I'm hungry and I want it right now. What was David
thinking when he stood on his roof and looked down and
saw Bathsheba? Do you think he was thinking about the
long term? Do you think he thought about any
consequences, especially any eternal consequences? All he
thought about was | want that woman and | want her right
now. All Judas was thinking about when he betrayed the Son
of God was not the fact that there would never be another
family to name a male child, Judas, again. He was thinking
about 30 pieces of silver would spend real good right now.

Paul has one of the greatest and most simple statements I've
ever heard, "'So we look not to the things which are seen,
but the things which are unseen. For the things which are
seen are temporary. And the things which are not seen are
eternal." (2 Corinthians 4:18) If you could come back 100
years from today and stand in the very spot where you are
standing, | doubt that you would see anything you can see
right now. If you can see it, it's temporary. If you can't see
it, it's eternal. Those invisible things are things like God's
love. That's why nothing can separate us from God’s love.
(Romans 8:35) Or like the church, nobody can lay their eyes
on the whole church, except God. The gates of Hades, the
grave, will not prevail against the church. Your soul is
invisible, too. We see the body is going to return to the dust
from whence it came, but not the soul that animates, gives
life to every one of our bodies. The real you, is going to live
forever somewhere. Think in light of the future.

Walk in light of Scripture. The rich man made two mistakes,
he was selfish, most of us tend to be, and he minimized the
power of the written Word of God. If he hadn't done that,
the Word of God would have changed him. Do you
remember when he said, "Look, if you can't help me, send
somebody to my brothers?" Abraham replied "Let them
listen to Moses and the prophets.” He said, "Oh, they won't
listen to Moses and the prophets, but if someone came back
from the dead, they'd listen." It closes with some of the most
chilling words I've ever heard, "If they will not listen to
Moses and the prophets, they will not listen to someone who
has come back from the dead."”

Jesus has “come back from the dead.” How are you
responding to the Word of God and to the Jesus it presents?
Is your heart or mind opened or closed? Have you obeyed
His gospel? Do you have your eyes set on eternity? If you've
been living in the “Gospel of NOW,” it’s only temporary,
focus on the eternity. Today is the day of salvation. Change
from the ways of the world by putting your faith and trust in
Him now. Call upon Him to forgive, confess your belief that
He is God who came to earth in the flesh, die to your sins
and be buried. Be buried in water baptism so He can raise
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you to a new life of righteousness and be added to His
church. Amazing Grace #1278 Steve Flatt September 1, 1996

Chapter 3
Who is My Neighbor?

""On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus.
‘Teacher,” he asked, 'what must | do to inherit eternal life?"
'What is written in the Law?' he replied. 'How do you read
it?" He answered: 'Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and
with all your mind’ and 'Love your neighbor as yourself.™
(Luke 10:25-29)

Jesus was pleased. He affirmed that response saying,
""You've answered correctly. Do this and you will live." But
this lawyer wasn't through. "But he wanted to justify
himself, so he asked Jesus, 'And who is my neighbor?"
There's our question, just who is my neighbor?

The response Jesus gave is well known to almost all of us.
It's so rich and beautiful. "In reply Jesus said: 'A man was
going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he fell into the
hands of robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him
and went away, leaving him half dead. A priest happened to
be going down the same road and when he saw the man, he
passed by on the other side. So too, a Levite when he came
to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a
Samaritan, as he traveled, came where the man was; and
when he saw him, he took pity on him. He went to him and
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put
the man on his own donkey, took him to an inn and took care
of him. The next day he took out two silver coins and gave
them to the innkeeper. 'Look after him," he said, 'and when |
return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may
have.'

“'Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the
man who fell into the hands of robbers?"

“The expert in the law replied, 'The one who had mercy on
him.' Jesus told him, 'Go and do likewise."”

What a wonderful story Jesus tells in response to this man's
question about who might be his neighbor. It starts with a
problem. A man was traveling along a steep and most
dangerous road, the one between Jericho and Jerusalem. He
is waylaid, robbed, stripped of his clothes and beaten. The
Bible said he's left half-dead. Along came a priest and a
Levite. Now both of those are religious officials, they're
preacher types. They see this poor victim and the Bible said,
"They pass by on the other side.” Finally, Jesus says, "A
Samaritan comes along."

Now we can't adequately understand how the expert in the
law responded as Jesus was telling this story. When Jesus
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said, "And a Samaritan came along," it was like taking his
fingers and raking them across a blackboard. We call this
the Parable of the Good Samaritan. To a Jew, that was not
only an oxymoron, it was a fantasy. There was no such thing
as a Good Samaritan. "This Samaritan did all these things,
he picked him up, he poured oil and wine on him, he
bandaged him, he took him to the hotel and he left money
for his care." The Jews hated the Samaritans so badly that
even as Jesus told the story and he asked "Now you tell me,
which of those was a neighbor to that victim?" The lawyer
couldn't even bring himself to say the word Samaritan. He
ended up having to say, "Well, | guess it was the one who
had mercy on him."

| want you to see in this magnificent story, first of all, the
three potential perspectives we have on life.

1. What's yours is mine and I'm going to get it.

Now who had that perspective in the parable? The robbers.
They saw this guy coming along he had money and clothes.
They wanted them so they beat him over the head and they
took them. What's yours is mine and I'm going to get it.

Our world is filled with this kind of life perspective. I'm not
going to dwell on it long because as a child of God it’s an
anathema to you. | know a few Christians who profess
otherwise who act that way, but not many. That's not a right
way to live. It's like the story that Aesop told of the dog who
stole the piece of meat from the butcher shop. He went
through the woods happy that he had his meat. He came to
a stream where he saw his reflection. He thought he was
seeing another dog with another piece of meat. Even though
he had more than he could ever eat, he was jealous. He
dropped his piece of meat to snatch the other piece and
ended up losing both.

There is a prevalent life perspective in this world that says,
"What is yours is mine and I'm going to get it." But the
second perspective | particularly want you to see because it's
more insidious and more dangerous.

2. What's mine is mine and 1'm going to keep it.

This was the perspective of the priest and of the Levite. It's
also the perspective of most of the people we know. The
attitude that the robbers had was condemnable. The attitude
that the priest and Levite had was not commendable, but it
was understandable. Wasn't it? It's interesting to me that
Jesus talks about a priest and a Levite, both religious men.
They were going from Jerusalem to Jericho to do service in
the temple. The priest and the Levites one week out of every
year had to perform temple service. They had to do all the
duties and prepare the sacrifices. To go along this route was
not an unusual thing as Jericho is not very far from the
Jerusalem, and many priests lived there. They saw this man
beaten, bleeding, and robbed, but they chose to pass by on
the other side.

5.0v aowkor Oa frdcovy aymvia.
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Now there could have been one other thing at work here.
You see if a priest or Levite was heading toward the temple
to perform a service, the last thing that individual would
want to do would be to become unclean. According to the
Jewish law, if you were to touch a corpse, it would make
you ceremonially unclean. They may have been in a hurry
with important work to do. They could have even thought
about the risk of becoming ceremonially unclean. This man
may either be dead or he may die in my hands. So, rather
than risking becoming unclean they went on their way.
"What's mine is mine and I'm going to keep it."

Now folks, let's get off our little pedestals. | want to tell you
that every one of those reasons makes sense to me unless I'm
the guy in the ditch. Then none of them makes sense at all.
But if we're bluntly honest, this attitude about what's mine
is mine and I'm going to keep it describes most of us, most
of the time.

3. What's mine is yours and I'm going to give it.

The Samaritan stopped, he felt compassion, he helped, he
went the extra mile and he followed through. The latter is
the attitude and the perspective that we're called to have.
"Love your neighbor as yourself." What's mine is yours, and
I'm going to give it.

But now wait a minute, the expert in the law says, "Where
do you draw the line? | mean you just can't love everybody,
everywhere to the full extent of your love. How far do you
have to go in this neighbor business? Seeking to justify
himself he asked "Who is my neighbor?" You see the only
way he could justify himself was to somehow limit this law.
Just who is the neighbor I'm supposed to love? Then Jesus
set forth the premise for the whole parable. | know you love
and appreciate the story, but I really want to make sure you
see the gist of it. The man asked a question, "Who is my
neighbor?" Jesus responded by asking him another question.
He said the question is not who is your neighbor; the
question is who is your neighbor's neighbor? Jesus said the
guestion I'm asking you is, "Are you willing to be a neighbor
to your neighbor?" Are you willing to love even the most
unlovable of people? Like a Samaritan loving a Jew or vice
versa. Or, maybe loving the drug addict who has lied to you
and stolen from you or maybe loving the guy who pulls up
in the beat-up car that's full of trash and he's looking for a
hand-out. In the pit of your stomach, you've got this feeling
that he's really trying to take advantage of you.

Are you willing to love the person with the different skin
color? Are you willing to love the person with a belief
different from your own? Are you really willing to love a
person who has strong opinions that differ with yours? Are
you willing to love the fellow with AIDS? Are you willing
to love a thief? Like that Samaritan, are you willing to love
somebody who hates you? Those are pretty hard questions.
See, | don't think it was just the lawyer who needed to justify
himself, was it? The truth be told, if we examine most of our
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daily walks, we might want to ask the question, "Who is my
neighbor?"

In fact, maybe you're asking right now, "How on earth do
you do that?" Is that just some crazy ideal? Is that one of
those moral platitudes that nobody really does but sounds
good being preached? Is it like a mirage? | don't think so. |
believe it's real, and | believe it's possible and | believe that
every day that we grow in Christ we can love our neighbor
as ourselves. But in order to do that, we’ve got to see this
parable for all that's in it. This parable is more than a story.
It's a picture. | think it's a picture of us. Remember behind
every parable is a hidden spiritual meaning for those who
are willing to receive it. | think Jesus wanted his lawyer to
see this parable as a picture of him before God and he wants
us to see the same thing.

Who are you in the story? Who are you? Are you the robber?
| hope not. Are you the priest? Are you the Levite? Tell the
truth. Do you really think you're the Good Samaritan? Does
that characterize your life as you drive down the road every
day? Do you know who you are? You're the mugged guy in
the ditch. You're the one beside the road having been
attacked by Satan. He has beaten you with sin and you're
going to die there unless someone comes along and rescues
you. All the things that we think will pull us up out of the
ditch like our money, our smarts, our good looks and our
achievements will pass us by and leave us right there in the
ditch. Do you know what we need? We need a Samaritan.
By the way, do you know who the Samaritan in the parable
really is? Just think a minute. Who is the one despised,
rejected and hated who still reaches down to save dying
humanity? That's right, it's Jesus.

The key to becoming more like that Good Samaritan and to
unlocking a whole new attitude of compassion in our hearts:
It's seeing yourself in the ditch dying or dead if God hadn't
rescued you. Now that Jewish lawyer couldn't see himself
there. He looked at people the way most of us do. He broke
them into two lists, a) those | am better than and b) those
better than | am. The list of those better than | am is pretty
short. Almost every Gallup poll shows that most all
Americas believe they are going to heaven. When asked
why the number one answer by far is "Well, I'm a pretty
good person." See, in America we don't think we need a
Savior, we don't think we need a cross or the atoning blood
of Christ. I just need to know that I'm better than most people
and I've pretty well assured myself that I am. That's right at
the core of our gut.

The reason we struggle being our neighbor's neighbor is
because we don't see our likeness in that ditch. We can't
fathom that God sees us as helpless, bleeding, dying, and
needing rescued. We will never have hearts of compassion
until we respond to the heart that stops beating for us.

Simon, the Pharisee, had Jesus over to dinner one night.
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Simon was a proper man, he held a proper party, he did all
the proper things but a woman of the street walked in. When
I say she was a woman of the street, | don't mean that's where
she lived, | mean that's where she worked and you know
what | mean. The first thing she did was break in to the party
that was improper. Then she let down her hair, which was
also improper. She made a spectacle of herself in front of
Jesus, which was improper. Simon thought if this man were
a prophet he wouldn't tolerate all this impropriety. (Luke 7)

Jesus knowing his heart said, "Simon, | want to tell you a
story." Simon said, "Tell me teacher." He said, "There was
once two men and they owed a certain money lender. One
of them owed 500 denarii and one of them owed 50 denarii.
The money lender forgave both. Jesus said, "Simon, let me
ask you something, which one do you think was the one who
loved the money lender the most?" Simon said, "Well, 1
guess it was the one who owed him the most." Jesus said,
"That's right." He said, "When | came into your house,
Simon, you didn't wash my feet. But she's been washing my
feet with her tears. When | came into your house, you didn't
give me a kiss (that was a sign of hospitality); she's not
stopped kissing my feet. When | came to your house, you
didn't put oil on my head. She's poured perfume all over my
feet. He said, "Simon, she loves me much because she's been
forgiven much." Then he hit Simon with a zinger. He said,
"But he who has been forgiven little, loves little." That's it!

If I could translate that into our parable about the Good
Samaritan, the one who thinks he has never been in the ditch
gets very few others out of it. If we ever see ourselves as the
guy in the ditch, then this becomes more than a nice little
parable that will motivate us for an hour after church to go
do something nice for somebody. If we ever see ourselves
in the ditch, this becomes a whole pattern for life.

There are three ways that changes your whole view.

1. No longer do you see enemies, you see victims of the
enemy.

2. No problems, but people with problems.

3. No longer do you feel pity longer do you see, but you
feel compassion. Pity is looking down at the guy in
the ditch and saying, "I'm glad I'm not the one down
in that ditch." But compassion is looking down in that
ditch and saying, "I've been there and | could still be
there right now except for the grace of God." See, only
when we see ourselves as a guy beside the road, will
we become ministers of mercy.

It's not enough to brow-beat people into saying, "Go out and
help. Go out and help. Go out and help." You can do that,
but only for a limited time. But when my heart is radically
transformed, knowing that Jesus was the Samaritan who
pulled me out of the ditch, I will live the rest of my life
looking for hands that | can reach out to. Folks, you see |
found that it is true that your hands can do some good things
without the heart being converted, not many, but a few. But
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whenever the heart is genuinely converted the hands are
always helping.

When Jesus closed this, story, he said, "Go out and ____
what, likewise?" Did he say, "Go out and preach, likewise?"
"Go out and think, likewise?" "Go out and memorize
likewise?" He said, "Go out and DO, likewise."

| heard a story about an elderly lady who got caught under
an underpass in a flash flood. The water had come up in the
doors. She was old and she was too scared to get out into
that water which would have been up to her thighs, it might
have washed her away. She was trembling. A fellow was
passing over the overpass in a big four-wheel drive and
glancing down happened to see her. He did stop, put it in
park, jumped out and looked over there. He could see she
was just petrified. He said, "Ma’am, can I help you?" And I
love her response. Shaking she said, "Not from up there." |
want to tell you something. God doesn't want us to be
helping people from up here. God wants us helping people
in the ditch because we've been there.

One of the things that has stayed in my mind just about as
long as I've lived is the judgment scene in Matthew 25. Do
you remember the parable of the sheep and the goats? How
the sheep go to the right and the goats to the left? He's going
to say to the sheep, "I was hungry and you fed me, | was
thirsty and you gave me drink. | was naked and you clothed
me. [ was sick and in prison and you came and visited me.”
He's going to say to the goats, "1 was all these things and you
didn't do anything." Then he's going to say to these on the
right, "Come on in you blessed of the Father," but to those
on the left, "Depart from me."”

I'm intrigued by a lot of things that we deem to be
particularly important that He did not even mention. He
doesn't say one word about church attendance, does he? He
doesn't say a word about doctrine. He doesn't say a single
word about our dress. Don't misunderstand, I'm not saying
all those things aren't important, particularly the first two. If
you know me at all, you know that | think they are extremely
important. The very first thing | see in Scripture that God
wants to know about each one of us is “Were you your
neighbor's neighbor?” Did you have a heart that was
transformed that had you looking for people to pull out of
the ditch?

I hope and pray that you see yourself where you really are.
You're either in the ditch or you've been there. If you're not
a Christian, you're in the ditch right now and you're going to
die there unless you let Jesus pull you out. Come in
obedience to the gospel, confess his name where all can hear
and wash away your sins by the blood of Jesus being buried
with Him through water baptism to be resurrected to a new
life in Christ. Your sin will be completely forgiven. He has
pulled you out of the ditch of sin. He has also commissioned
you to go look for other ditch dwellers. As long as you
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remember where you were, you'll be pulling them out right

and left. That, by the way, is how God's kingdom grows.
Amazing Grace #1275 Steve Flatt August 4, 1996

Chapter 4
What Shall I Do With Christ?

It's in the early hours of Friday morning. Jesus was led by
rather a strange mixture of soldiers and priests from a garden
called Gethsemane to the House of Caiaphas, the Roman
appointed high priest. After a period of time there he was
shuttled off to Annas, the real Jewish high priest, and then
back to Caiaphas again. Those two high priests have decided
that this man must die, but they had no authority to do that,
only the Roman procurator could condemn a man to death.
So they brought him to Pontius Pilate. The world would
have never remembered a petty Roman governor named
Pilate except for his encounter with Jesus. Awakened at an
early hour he realized this was just some kind of petty
argument among the Jews. In the process of his conversation
and deliberations with Jesus, Pilate quickly saw that this
man had done nothing wrong, certainly nothing that
deserved death, so he devises a plan.

It had been a Roman custom for some time to appease the
Jews by releasing to them a particular prisoner during
Passover time. "Now it was the governor's custom at the
Feast to release a prisoner chosen by the crowd. At that time
they had a notorious prisoner, called Barabbas. So when the
crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, ‘which one do you
want me to release to you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called
Christ?' For he knew it was out of envy that they had handed
Jesus over to him." (Matthew 27:15-18)

We know precious little about Barabbas. Mark and Luke tell
us that he had helped lead a failed insurrection against the
Roman government and that he had been guilty of murder.
Pilate thought that he was appealing to the Jews' sense of
morality. He knew how badly they hated the Roman
government, but surely, surely they wouldn't condone
murder. Since Jesus had been guilty of no real crime and just
a week earlier he had been quite popular when he came into
the city with cries of' Hosanna! Hosanna! Pilate thought that
surely the crowd would request his release. But much to his
surprise and dismay they cried, "Give us Barabbas, Give us
Barabbas." It's Pilate's next question that's the focus of our
study. In fear and anger and confusion, he asked ""What shall
| do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?™

Pilate didn't realize it, but he was asking a question marked
much larger than himself, much larger than its time. As long
as men live, Pilate will be remembered as the man through
whom life's central question is asked. “What shall I do with
Jesus who is called the Christ?”

Notice the first person pronoun: What shall I do with Jesus?
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There are very few things in life that are inescapable. The
old adage says, "Death and taxes are the only thing." No
that's not right, there are precious few more and Jesus is one
of those. For 2,000 years, he has been the central character
of human history and because Jesus is at the heart of the
universe, he is at the core of every human's agenda. The one
truth about Jesus Christ that everyone agrees upon is this:
He cannot be ignored. As the centuries have rolled by, men
have answered him with love, some with contempt, some
with scorn, others with disdain, some with astonishment,
some with denial and some with affection, but all have
answered. The biography of Jesus closes with these words,
he says, "Lo, I am with you always even unto the end of the
world."

Jesus Christ is still alive. He is not the figment of some
imagination or the product of a fairy tale. He is not just a
historical man. He is not the surprise founder of one of the
world's great religions. He is alive. He is just at home here
as he was in Capernaum. He is the same yesterday, today,
and forever. If you let that sink in, then the question that
Pilate asked years ago is just as pertinent and just as
important today as it was then.

The question of whether Jesus was to live or die was more
than a matter of concern for a Jewish Sanhedrin or a Roman
procurator. No, the question of whether Jesus must live or
die is answered in the heart, mind, of every man and in every
woman. What will you do with this Jesus who is called
Christ? You can look at that Crucifixion scene and you can
see the specific choices in the lives and on the faces of hosts
of characters there. Let me share with you four of those
choices.

1. Choose truth or tradition.

Truth or tradition was the issue facing the chief priest and
the Pharisees. In fact, this issue was the primary reason there
was a cross. The Jews had been looking for a Messiah for
centuries. It had been prophesied all the way through the Old
Testament. Every day Jewish families by the thousands
prayed for the coming of the Messiah but they supposed he
would be some great military and governmental genius.
They were looking for a new Moses or a Joshua or a David.
They were looking for someone who was strong, a military
genius on a white horse behind a chariot. He would lead the
great forces to a conquest over the Romans. In other words,
they were looking for what they wanted, not what God had
proclaimed.

So in the fullness of time the Messiah came and he was
hardly what they expected. Born in an animal stall there was
no aroma of royalty, no political connections, no pedigree or
no formal training. Why he wasn't even Judean, he was from
Galilee. His closest friends smelled like fish and he kept the
company of tax collectors and prostitutes. The masses loved
him. They loved him because he loved them and because he
spoke simple truths. He was truth but the "powers that be"
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expected tradition. To tamper with tradition is to always
court the cross.

In Matthew 15 at the beginning of that chapter, Jesus
condemned their little tradition that they had set up so
Jewish people had neglect the care of their own parents by
pledging their estates to the temple. Concluding in verse 6
some scathing remarks, “you have made void the word of
God by your petty little traditions.” In Matthew 23, he
called the chief priests and Pharisees whited sepulchers
“you're all painted on the outside, but inside you're full of
dead men's bones.”

Truth or tradition, it's a timeless issue, a timeless choice.
The Pharisees were looking for what they wanted, not what
God proclaimed and so do many of us. Over the centuries,
denominations, sect, cults and groups and their leaders have
painted pictures of Jesus that bear little resemblance to the
real Son of God. During that same period individuals by the
millions who never read a Bible, were telling you "Well my
idea of God is..." or "I've always thought of Jesus as..." Just
another way of choosing tradition over truth. Hear me. God
does not honor perception. If he did, the Pharisees would
have been fine. What God honors is truth.

What will you do with the real Jesus? Will you make him
what you want him to be? Or, will you mold your life to who
he is?

2. The choice of Christ or the crowd?

This was the choice that was specifically faced Peter. It's
ironic that the crucifixion of Jesus was propelled by an angry
crowd, a senseless mob. It’s ironic because all throughout
his ministry, Jesus was very popular with the crowds. The
great Sermon on the Mount, the reason he was on a mountain
is because he needed that amphitheater to be able to
proclaim his message to such a huge host of people.
(Matthew 5-7) Jesus took a handful of food and fed 5,000
men plus women and children. (Matthew 14) Zacchaeus
climb up into a tree because he couldn't see, the crowd was
too great. (Luke) Just seven days earlier when he came to
Jerusalem they were putting palm leaves down in his path
crying out "Hosanna to the Son of God." In fact it was
because of the crowd that Jesus lived as long as he did.

About two-thirds of the way through his ministry "the
Pharisees said to one another, 'See, this is getting us
nowhere. Look the whole world has gone after him!™* (John
12:19) Many times in the gospels, the crowds were ready to
crown him king. But Jesus will never be crowned by a
crowd. He is either enthroned or dethroned in the heart of
each individual.

Do you remember how Peter followed at a distance after
Jesus' arrest? He stood by a campfire warming himself and
three different times he denied knowing the Lord. Why was
that? It's a silly question, isn't it? It doesn't take a rocket
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scientist to figure it out. It was not the politically-correct
position at that moment. There might have very well been a
fourth cross on that hill called Calvary. At the very least it
would have brought about surely a severe beating, Christ or
the crowd? Peter took the crowd.

After the Resurrection, after Jesus saw him face to face and
told him how much he loved him, after Jesus forgave him,
after the Pentecost seven weeks later, after the coming of the
Holy Spirit and after the coming of his church, that same
Peter is such a force for Christianity, he's called in before
those same leaders. He's threatened with his very life and
they say, "Peter, what are you going to do?" The bottom line
is he's got the same question again. Christ or the crowd? To
his credit, this time Peter looks them squarely in the eyes
and if you'll allow the paraphrase, he said, "I'll take the
Christ, thank you." (Acts 4-5)

Every day you face the same question and so do I. The
crowd is very fickle. We say America is a Christian nation.
That's not supposing that the majority of Americans ever
were Christians, but the Judeo-Christian ethic was
everything that this country stood for, admired and valued.
Today, quite frankly, being a Christian is generally viewed
as being uncool, ignorant and politically incorrect. About
the only thing that our society is intolerant of is for
somebody who believes there is such a thing as absolute
truth. It is totally unacceptable for somebody to stand up and
say "l agree with Jesus that he is the way, the truth and the
life. No you don't get to heaven any other way, only by him."
How about you? Are you salt and light to a dying world? Or,
do you choose like Peter to stand by your own little
campfire, afraid and unnoticed?

3. Conscience or Caesar?

Pilate knew that this man was innocent, certainly innocent
of any offense which would mandate execution. So when
bombarded by accusations regarding this man as a traitor,
Pilate called him inside and asked Jesus, "Are you a King?"
Jesus looked calmly and said, "You've said it correctly, but
my kingdom is not of this world." After their conversation,
Pilate knew Jesus was no rebel. He was no insurrectionist or
zealot. He wondered why this man was even appearing
before him in the first place.

Matthew gives us a parenthetical note by recording “while
Pilate was sitting on his judge's seat, his wife sent him this
message, ‘don’t have anything to do with that innocent man
for | have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of
him.”” (Matthew 26:19) So Pilate made the decision, the
initial decision to release him. As the Jews saw that decision
unfolding and their plot being foiled, John the apostle
records their response. "From then on, Pilate tried to set
Jesus free, but the Jews kept shouting, 'If you let this man
go, you are no friend of Caesar's. Anyone who claims to be
a king opposes Caesar.™ (John 19:12) BAM! Do you know
what that was? That was the sound of the door slamming on
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Jesus. That was the sound of the deciding blow.

For over a quarter of a century Judea had become a testing
ground for future leadership in Rome. Like the old song
says, "If you could make it there, you could make it
anywhere." If a Roman procurator could stay there three or
four years and appease the Jews and keep all things quiet, he
would head back to Rome for a political promotion. If he
couldn't make it there, he just kind of wandered off into
obscurity. When Pilate heard those words, "If you are this
man's friend, you are no friend of Caesar's." He could
immediately picture word getting back to Caesar that here
was a man, Pilate, who was opposing a group that was an
offshoot of the Jews, somebody that was causing an
insurrection; maybe it was going to be a lot of trouble. Pilate
said, "What will it be, conscience or Caesar?" He chose
Caesar.

We have the same choice. Our Caesar is that power,
authority or influence, whose approval we think we need so
desperately. Maybe it's your boss at work who holds the
raise and promotion in one hand and a pink slip in the other
asking you to compromise your integrity. It's the V.1.P.
whose favor we think we must have and millions of times
each day integrity is compromised, conviction is diluted and
sometimes the pocketbook valued. Caesar is served, and
Christ is crucified.

4. Submission or self.

Let's look at one more character in the crucifixion drama, a
man by the name of Judas Iscariot. | believe in his heart we
find the basic struggle and decision of life. I'm convinced
that many people have a totally wrong impression of who
Judas is. Most of us picture him totally and constantly as
being some diabolical villain who wore a black hat, kept a
cape over his face, hid in the shadows and was just the
epitome of evil all of his life. I don't believe that's true. I
believe that when Jesus went out to find 12 men, 12 apostles,
he chose the best men that he could find and Judas was one
of them. Educated and a Judean, he was probably the most
qualified and best prepared of the 12. No, Judas' fate and his
reputation came about as the result of a wrong decision in
the ageless struggle, the choice of sovereignty, the choice
over who rules. God or self.

As time passed, Judas became a shock witness of the
outcome of his deeds. As he listens to the angry howls of
this lynch mob, his heart begins to break. | don't think he
bargained on the cross. So as Jesus is led up that hill; panic-
stricken he sought to undo the deal by returning the blood
money. He runs and throws it at the chief priests' feet. In
their hypocrisy, those who paid it wouldn't take it back.
Stricken by a wounded conscience, he mistakenly sought to
undo the deed by turning to a hangman's noose.

Tell me, have you ever stopped to think if Judas could not
live without the Christ, why didn't he choose to live for him?
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The answer is simple. He had no intention of living without
Jesus. He wanted to take him, but not too seriously. He
wanted to keep Jesus and lose nothing, in fact even gain 30
pieces of silver. He was willing to follow Jesus, but on his
own terms, it was conditionally. He wanted that middle
ground. Judas sought to cling to Christ in one hand and 30
pieces of silver in the other. That choice is still there. God
or self? One of them has to be crucified.

Paul said what is at the very heart of the whole gospel
message, "'l am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live, yet
not I, but Christ lives in me." (Galatians 2:20) You can
confess and be baptized, but until you make the decision in
your heart to crucify self and let Christ reign, you will not
know the joy and the fruit of Christianity.

Do you know who the most miserable people in the world
are? Growing up, | was always told it was the sinners, those
who were out there living the lascivious life, partying and
having a high time. But they are not the most miserable
people in the world. Don't misunderstand. Eventually what
they involve themselves in will catch up to them. It's a
hollow life which leads to emptiness. It leads to total
rejection and dejection. But they aren't the most miserable
people in the world. The most miserable people in the world
are the ones like Judas who stand on that middle ground and
try to hold on to the cross in one hand and the world with
the other. By straddling that divide, that nobody can
straddle, they're constantly torn apart inside. Submission or
self, that's what you've got to answer when you face the
guestion, what shall | do with Jesus who is called the Christ.

Isn't it amazing? Pilate asked that question almost 2,000
years ago and yet it still echoes through the years. The basic
choices, truth or tradition, Christ or the crowd, conscience
or Caesar and submission or self are all still there. What's
your decision? What will you do with this Jesus who is
called the Christ?

Sadly, when the crowd heard that question, they under the
leadership of the chief priests and the Pharisees, started to
chant "Crucify Him, crucify Him, crucify Him!" I hope your
response is different. Jesus said in Matthew 10:32,
"Whoever confesses me before men, the same will | confess
before the Father.” He said in Mark 16:16, "He that believes
and is baptized will be saved, he that believes not will be
condemned."

Today, that most important question is before you. “What
will you do with Jesus who is called the Christ?” If you have
never answered that in the larger sense, if you've never said,
"I know he is the Son of God, I'll confess that, I'll confess it
right now, then now is the time. | want to be baptized,
symbolically burying my old sinful self into a watery grave
to be raised to walk in a newness of life." | hope your answer
will not be like the crowd by saying “crucify him again.
Crucify him again."”
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Those of you who have committed your life to Christ, would
you examine those four basic choices that are wrapped up
within that question? Would you look deep within your heart
and ask yourself am | painting a picture of a Jesus | want or
am | following the truth? Am | really listening to the siren
call of the crowd or am | standing firm in a dying world that
needs someone who will stand? Ask yourself the question,
is my conscience leading me or am | bowing before some
Caesar somewhere? Finally, have | surrendered to him? Or,
are you really calling your own shots. Were you once
faithful in Christ but now need to recommit, to ask God to
forgive you once again as he's willing to do and to receive
the strength from that cross to get up and walk again with
the true self. Then today is the day for that commitment.

Don’tdelay. Today is the day for salvation. Amazing Grace #1277
Steve FlattAugust 25, 1996

Chapter 5
Where Did the Ax Head Fall?

A at first glance this guestion might not be considered one
of the greatest questions ever asked or any significance or
implications to your life. But by the time we're finished,
perhaps, you will see some things that are extremely
important in your walk with God.

Elisha is the great prophet in Israel, the successor to his
mentor, Elijah. Elisha has begun a school for future
prophets. It has grown to the point that their present facility
was too small. So they've gone to a new site and begun
clearing land for the new facility.

"The company of the prophets said to Elisha, 'Look, the
place where we meet with you is too small for us. Let us go
to the Jordan, where each of us can get a pole; and let us
build a place there for us to live." And he said, 'Go."' Then
one of them said, 'Won't you please come with your
servants?' 'l will," Elisha replied. And he went with them.
They went to the Jordan and began to cut down trees. As one
of them was cutting down a tree, the iron ax head fell into
the water, 'Oh, my lord," he cried out," it was borrowed!" The
man of God asked, 'Where did it fall?" When he showed him
the place, Elisha cut a stick and threw it there, and made the
iron float. 'Lift it out,' he said. Then the man reached out his
hand and took it." (2 Kings 6:1-6)

Most of us haven't spent a lot of time as lumberjacks, but
you can picture the scene. Most of the men have handled an
ax at one time or another and you know that the centripetal
force from swinging that ax over and over again eventually
loosens the ax head. So as this young seminarian lumberjack
began to swing away, on one swing, the ax head loosened to
the point that it flew off the handle and into the river. It's a
simple story, and in it the prophet asked a very simple
guestion. In verse six, he inquires, "Where did the ax head
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fall?"

From that question, | want to make a spiritual application.
Much more can be learned than the fact that one day a long
time ago, he made a piece of iron float. The God who created
a trillion galaxies and who put everything on the face of this
earth, who came to this earth in the form of His Son, who
healed the sick and cured the lepers, who made the lame to
walk, the God who is going to come back again and melt all
of creation in a fervent fire, didn't need to go out of his way
to show me that a five-pound piece of iron could float. No,
I think this ax head stands for something.

The ax head represents the POWER GOD WANTS TO
CHANNEL THROUGH YOUR LIFE. In other words, the
ax head represents the tools that God places in your hands
to effectively do his work. This young seminarian
lumberjack, like the Christian today, was applying his
presence and his effort to do something worthwhile for
God. But he found out that without an ax head, the
presence and the effort weren't enough. You don't cut down
trees without the ax head being in place and being sharp. |
think this lesson is going to hit home with lots of folks
today.

The very fact that you are reading this lesson indicates where
your interest and your efforts are. But how many trees are
you felling for God? How productive are you in your
Christian life? How satisfied are you right now with the fruit
of your labor? See many Christians just like this young
student. They've lost their ax head. They're not what they
could be. They're not what they should be. In many cases,
they're not even what they used to be. There's a lot of effort
expended, but such little fruit received. Oh, they still go
through the motions, still swing and swing and swing and
rub elbows with real lumberjacks. They talk about the days
when the trees used to fall. That was something, but not
many trees are falling for them now. No fruit, no power, no
joy, they've lost the ax head.

It reminds me of a story | heard about a young lumberjack
who went into a camp as a rookie. The first day, he was
prepared, ready and gung ho when he went out. All day long
be worked up in the great northwest and by the end of the
day he had felled 20 huge trees. When he got back in camp
around that campfire, he was bragging about how well he
did. One of the veteran lumberjacks put his arm around him
and said, "You know I believe 20 might be a first day record
for a rookie." He continued "Top men around here do 30
trees a day. You keep it up, | believe in a short period of
time, you'll be right there.” The next day that rookie
lumberjack eager to impress, got up 15 minutes earlier, he
cut 15 minutes off his lunch hour, he pounded and
hammered and sawed away. Finally, when he finished at the
end of the day, only 18 trees had been felled. He was rather
depressed. He said, "I'll get up 30 minutes earlier tomorrow,
I'll work all the way through my lunch hour." The third day,
only 16 trees had fallen. By the end of the week, he was
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down to about a dozen. Swallowing his pride, he kind of
moped his way into camp and he talked to that veteran
lumberjack and said, "l don't understand.” He said, "The
harder 1 try, the be-hinder I get." The veteran lumberjack
asked, "Have you taken the time to sharpen your ax head?"
The young man looked up, rolled his eyes, sighed and said,
"No. | didn't take time to sharpen the ax head because | had
so much to do."

Folks, | believe if God were to lean over right now and
whisper something in many of our ears, something he would
whisper in the ears of preachers, elders, deacons, Bible
school teachers, counselors and ministry workers, he would
whisper, "Have you taken the time to sharpen your ax
head?" He might even ask, "Have you taken time to see if
it's still in place?" Have we just keep swinging and swinging
and swinging and wondering why we're not getting
anywhere.

See if we've lost the ax head or if the ax has become dull,
our work becomes very difficult because it's not designed to
be that way. If you've lost the ax head, the joy of fruitfulness
for God is ebbed. Your prayer life becomes stagnant. The
zealousness, the earnestness is gone. The joy of being in
Christ, which is supposed to be like a fountain welling up
inside of us, just dries up. We don't see any fruit.

I thought about another story | read about some time ago at
a university in the northwest. It involved lumberjacks as
well, it was a study on motivation. The psychology
department took two groups of lumberjacks. They paid one
group of men the same price that they had been making, the
same wage, to just go what they had always done—just chop
down trees. The second group was told "We want you to use
the flat edge, the blunt edge of the axe but we'll pay you
twice your regular wage. We just want you to pound it
against the tree, just keep going. Do it as long as you want;
we'll pay you double wages." The test group using the blunt
edge of the axe had all quit within half a day. As the last
lumberjack from that test group was walking away, he was
shaking his head. In his exit interview he said, "Money, or
no money, this is no fun. When | swing the ax, | have to see
the chips fly." A lot of us become worn and tired and weary
and even bored because we're swinging the ax, but we're not
seeing the chips fly. No fruit, no results, no joy.

Some simple observations from the story of the ax head

1. The ax head was borrowed.

It wasn't the property of the one who was using it. "As one
of them was cutting down a tree, the iron ax head fell into
the water 'Oh, my lord," he cried out, 'it was borrowed!"" (2
Kings 6:5) What need to understand that our spiritual ax
head, that cutting edge that God wants us to have, is the
power we have to minister joyfully to others, the power that
we are going to have to teach others to share our faith with
Christ, the power that God is going to give us to overcome
temptation and the power that we are going to have to lead
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our families in a righteous way. It's not a personal power. It
is a God-given power. It is borrowed in a sense. You don't
work up this power through psychology or build it up
through your own willpower. It's a divine power that comes
from Jesus Christ and his spirit living in you. It's a gift from
God. It's not your power or my power, it's God's power.

Some Jews had returned home to Israel from Babylonian
captivity eager to rebuild their temple. Just like a lot of us,
they got started, laid the foundation and then they got tired.
They lost their ax head. For 16 years, not one stone was
turned as they left the foundation in place. Zechariah was a
prophet sent back when the Jews had been released from
Babylonian captivity. He said, "We can't just stop with the
foundation, let's start building the temple." The people were
all discouraged saying, "It was hard work just to do the
foundation. We don't think we can ever build the whole
temple." God told Zechariah "So God said to me ...'Not by
might nor by power, but by my spirit,’ says the Lord
Almighty." (Zechariah 4:6) God told Zechariah, your arms
aren't strong enough, your minds aren't smart enough, your
hearts aren't courageous enough and your plans aren't good
enough. If the temple is ever rebuilt, it will be because my
Spirit causes it to happen.

The Spirit of God is the keen, sharp edge of the ax head.
That's the difference. The power that you have to resist
temptation, to share your faith or to influence your family
for Christ, it's not a power created by your own energy, it is
the gift you receive when you came to Christ. It's a borrowed
power. Don’t dare lose sight of it, ignore it or lose it. If we
lose it trying to take on this world without God's power
through his Holy Spirit, it's like trying to fell a great
redwood by beating it with the ax handle. You get nowhere
fast. It's a borrowed power.

2. The ax head was lost.

While he was working the ax head slipped off the handle and
fell into the water. It was lost. Where do we lose our spiritual
ax heads in our walk with God? Has anybody ever lost it in
the waters of worldliness? Has anybody swung it in the
rivers of ritual? Has anybody lost your ax head in the creek
of criticism? Did it fly off into the pond of prayerlessness,
or the stream of secularism? Is your ax head in the swamp
of self-satisfaction? It can go any number of places. But if
we have lost it, what are we going to do about it? There's
nothing sadder than losing the power that God wants his
servant to have. The ax head was lost.

3. There was a concern over its lost.

As soon as he realizes it was gone, Elisha's helper cried out,
"'Oh, my lord." He was distressed. | venture to say that
there's not a one of us whose walk with God hasn't had at
one time or another to go look for their ax head. There are
times that we've got to stop and re-check our priorities.
When we realize something is missing we've got to repent
and we've got to start again. If you've never done that, |
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suggest that you start looking for your ax head because
you've lost it and don't know it. You see there's concern
when it's lost. It thrills me that this fellow was greatly
disturbed over losing it.

Too many times we go through religious rituals, go through
the activities and say the right things, act the right way,
we've got it so down pat and we don’t even realize we've lost
the ax head. We don't expect anything great from God and
we don't ask anything great from Him. If the biggest thing
we ask from God is to bless our meals, then it's possible for
us to go through life and to lose that power and not even
know it.

It's not what is done for God that matters nearly as much as
what is done by God through us. | think we miss that point
a lot of times. We all want to do something for God, but
that's not nearly as important as what's done by God. So
many times we substitute activity for productivity. We say,
"Well, I've done this for God, I've done that for God or I've
gone over there for God." We need to stop and ask: “Have I
done it in and with the power of God?”

Activity isn't always productivity. We stay busy doing
things, things for the church and things for other people. But,
we also need to stop and ask: “Am I doing things for God,
or is God doing things through me?” The former is good, but
the latter is much better. The former, doing things for God,
creates activity. But the latter, lets God creates productivity.
Productivity occurs when the ax head is in place and sharp.
| don't want to pray, "God, bless what | am doing." | want to
pray, "God, show me what you're doing, and make sure I'm
in that blessing."

4. The ax head was found where it was lost.

When the helper said, "My lord, I've lost the ax head and it's
borrowed,' the man of God (that's Elisha) asked, 'Where did
it fall?" When he showed him the place, Elisha cut a stick
and threw it there and made the iron float." Now folks, |
know it's simple, but look at this. The ax head was found
right where it was lost. Spiritually, that's the same way it is
with our walk with God. If you've lost your spiritual ax head
this morning, you're going to find it in the same place you
lost it.

Remember the parable of the Prodigal Son? Where did the
boy go to find the ax head? He went right back where he left
it. He left it at home when he walked out and went to a far
country. When he came to himself, he went home and there
it was. Do you know where some of you need to go to find
your ax head? Some of you need to go get your dusty Bible
off the shelf and read it. Some of you need to go to that quiet
place you had one time. You need to get on your knees and
pray again because it's been a long time. That’s where you
left your ax head. Some of you need to return to your spouse.
Matthew 18 says, "Sometimes, we left our ax head with
another brother.” It doesn't have to be in your immediate
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deopevteite Eavd, va (nmoete amd Tov ®ed vo Gog
GUYY®PNCEL Yo GAAN o, opd Onwg eivar Tpodupog va
Kdvetr ko vo AdPete T SOvapun and avtdv ToV GTALPO Yo VoL
onkmbeite ko va mepratnoete Eava pe Tov aAndvo gauto.
Toéte ofuepa givar n puépa yio avth TN 0écuevon. Mny
K0BVOTEPELS. Amazing Grace #1277 Steve Flatt, 25 Avyovotov 1996

Kedpdalato 5

IIov énece TO KEPAAM TOV TEEKOVPL;

Me Vv mpdTN HATId, OVTA 1 EPMTNCY UTOPEl vo pnv
Oeopeitan pio amd TIG UEYOAVTEPEG EPWTNOEIC TTOV £XOVV
tebel moté 1 omoldNToTE oNpacio | EMTTOCES ot (N
cog. AMAG péypt va teretdoovpe, iomg, Ba deite pepikd
TPAYLOTO TOV Elvot eEAPETIKE oMuavTIKG 6N fOATO GOG e
Tov O¢o.

O EMoocaié eivar o peydhoc mpoontng oto Iopani, o
duadoyoc tov pévtopd tov, Hiio. O Elooaié éxel Eexivioet
éva oyoAeio yo perAloviikovg tpopntes. ‘Exet avénbel oe
OMUELD TTOV 1) GNUEPIVY] TOVG EYKATACTOCT] 1)TOV TOAD HIKPY).

‘Etol, myov oe po véa tomobecio kot Eexivnoav vo

kaBapilovv ) yn yio T véa £YKOTAGTOON.

«H opdda tov mpoentodv eime otov EMocaié: «Koita, to
puépog 6mov og cuvvavthue etval ToAD puKkpd Yo epds. Ag
nhpe otov lopddvn, 6mov o kabévag pag pmopel va whpet
éva Kovtdpr Kor ag yticoope €éva pépog ekel ywo vo
{noovper. Ko gime, «IIfyoivey. Tote évag and avtolg eine:
«Agv Oa £pOelg 68 TAPUKOAD UE TOVG VANPETEG GOL;» «Ba
T0 KAV, ardvinoe o EAooaié. Ko mrye poli tovg. Inyov
otov lopdavn kot apyoav va kofovv dévipa. Kabag évag
amd onToVC EKoPe €va, OEVTPO, TO KEPAAL TOV GLOEPEVIOV
TOEKOVPL £MEGE GTO VEPD, «L2, KUPIE OV », QOVOEE, «Etvar
davewo!» O avBpomog tov o0 ponoe, "llov énece;"
Otoav tov €0e1&e 10 péPog, o EAloocaié éxoye éva pafdi, to
nérae exel, Kot EKOVE TO GI0EPO VO ETMALEL. «ZNKMOGE TOY,




family. Reconcile with a brother before you worship. Why?
Because until you do, you've lost your ax head. You've lost
your source of spiritual power. Some of us just need to
humble ourselves before God, the Father, because our
stubborn pride has sapped away our spiritual power. "Where
did you lose it?" That's where it's going to be found.

| don't know where you've left your ax head, but you know
where it was. Go there, that's where you will find it.

5. The one who lost it had to be the one who retrieved it.
After it was floating, Elisha looked at the man and said,
"Lift it out." Then the man reached out his hand and took it."
You say, "What's the significance of that?" You are
responsible for you ax head. No one can relieve you of that.

You see the prophet said, "You go in the water and pick it
up for yourself." The good news is, if you make that
determination, that's exactly what you can do. To me one of
the most amazing concepts in all Scripture is that God gives
us the power to choose. God has chosen only to use human
beings to accomplish his will for the most part. Incredibly,
he gives us the power of choice to determine how much
power from him is going to be channeled through us. Yet,
by one thought, word or choice, we determine whether any
power will go through us. As long as you choose to let the
ax head stay in the water, that's where it will stay. If you

choose to pick it up. God can bless your life in a mighty way.
Amazing Grace #1274 Steve Flatt, July 28, 1996

Chapter 6
Where is the Lamb?

We’re going to travel to one of the most remarkable and
emotional scenes in all of human history. God gives
Abraham an incredibly bizarre command. "Some time later
God tested Abraham. He said to him, 'Abraham!' ‘Here | am,’
he replied. Then God said, 'Take your son, your only son,
Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah.
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the
mountains | will tell you about." (Genesis 22:1-2)

Now folks, that seems bizarre to us, but there is no way that
we can begin to adequately appreciate how it impacted
Abraham. We're going to study more about this in a
moment, but remember Abraham and Sarah had been
childless. He waited more than a quarter of a century for this
child. It was a promised child. Another thing you may not
appreciate is that when God called Abraham to go into this
land of Canaan, all of the Canaanite people were child-
sacrificing people. I've stood at Megiddo and saw the round
altar where the Canaanites who lived at Megiddo sacrificed
their little children. There's another altar outside the gates of
Jericho, the same thing. Jehovah God was the only God of
antiquity who said, "No! Human life is precious to me. Don't

gine. Tote 0 Avipag ATAMGE TO Y¥EPL TOL KOl TO THPE». (2
Baciléwv 6:1-6)

Ot mtepiocdTEPOL O EAG OEV EYOVILE TEPATEL TTOAD YPOVO
g Evhokomol, aALd umopeite va, pavtooteite T oknvi. Ot
TEPIOCOTEPOL AUTO TOVG AVOPES EXOVV YEIPIOTEL £V TEEKOVPL
KAmowa oTrypn Kot EEPETE OTL 1] KEVIPOUOLOG dUVALT Otd TO
vo ToAavTeDETE AVTO TO ToeKoLPL Eavd kol Eava TeAkd
YOAOPOVEL TO KEQPAA TOL Toekovptl. 'Etol, kabde avtdg o
veapods oepvaplog EVAOKOTOG GpyLoe Vo alwpeital, Le
pia kobvia, T0 KEGAM TOV TGEKOVPL YAAAP®GE GE orueio
mov wétale and ™ AaPn kot péca oto motdu. Eival o
amAf 10Topin, KOl GE CQLTAV O TPOPNTNG EKOVE M0 TOAD
amh] ep@tNoN. XTtov otiyo ékto, potd: «Ilov émece to
KEPAAL TOV TGEKOVPL».

Amd avty Vv gpdtMoN, BEA® va KEve Hio TVELUOTIKY
gpappoyn. [ToAld TepiocdTepa pmopovv va puabovv amod o
YEYOVOG OTL pio PEPO TPV amd TOAD Kapd, EQPTIOEE Eval
KOUMATL 6101 pov va emumAéet. O ®gdg mov dnpovpynoe Eva
Tproekatoppvplo yoralies ko mov EPaie ta mAvta oTO
TPOCOTO OVTAG TNG VNG, TOv NPBe o€ avty T YN UE T
popon Tov Yo Tov, mov Bepdmevce Toug appdoTovs Kot
Oepdmevoe tovg AEmpPoVE, MOV £KOVE TOVG KOLTOVG VO
TEPTATOVY, 0 OedC OV eivol TPOKELTOL VO EMGTPEYEL EQval
K0l VoL ALOGEL OAT] TN OMLovpyia o€ Pio AOYEPT POTLY, OEV
ypealdtav va Pyel amd 1o dpOHo ToL Yo va Lov detEel OTt
éva. KOUUATL oldnpov mévie APpav Bo pmopovoe va
emmiéer. Oy, vopilo 0Tl avtd TO KEQAA TOL TGEKOVLPL
OVTUTPOGMOTEVEL KATL.

To kepdAl Tov ToekovpL avtirpocwrevel T AYNAMH O
®EOX I[10Y ®GEAEI NA KANAAEI XTH ZOH X0Y. Mg
AL AOYLO, TO KEPAAL TOL TGEKODPL AVTITPOCOTEVEL TA
gpyodeia mov 0 Oedg Palel oTa ¥EPLO GOG YO VO KAVETE
OTOTELEGULATIKA T SOVAELL TOV. AVTOG O veapdg
oEUIVAPL0G ELAOKOTOG, OTMG O YPLOTIVOC GLEPT,
gpappole TNV TOPOLGIN TOL Kot TNV TPOSTABELd TOL VO
Kévet katt mov a&ilet yuo tov O@gd. Atamictwoe dpwg 6Tt
YOPIC KEPAAL ToEKOVPL, 1) TAPOLGIQ KO 1] TPOSTADELL dEV
ptavay. Agv KOPelg 6EvTpa ymPIc TO KEQAAL TOV TGEKOVPL
va glvar 6t 0€om tov kat va eitvar aryunpd. Nopilom ot
avTo 10 Pabnpo Ba PTioel 610 oTiTL e TOALOVG
avOpmdTOULG GNUEPQL.

To 1610 10 YeYOVOG OTL dafalete oavtd TO Pabnuo deiyvel Tov
glvar 10 evdlapépov Kol or mpoomdfelés coc. Ma mooa
dévtpa kKoOPeig Yo Tov ®ed; [1oco mapoywyikog gioat ot
xprotiovikny cov (o1); I[16co kavomompuévog eicte vt
otTiyun pe tov Kapmd g epyociog coc, Asgite moAlovg
Xplotiovovg 0nmg avtdg o veapog poabntig. ‘Exoacov to
KEPAAL TOL ToEKOLPL TOVG. Agv givar ovtd mov Oa
umopovooy va givat. Agv givorl avtod wov Oa Enpene va, givai.
Xe TOAAEG TEPUTTMOELS, OV €lval kKav avTd Tov ftav. ‘Eyet
katofAnfel moAAn mpoomdbeln, aAld téc0 Alyol kapmoi
EoPav. Q, eEaxorovbodv va kdvouv TIC KIVAOELS,
e€axoAovBoV va TaAVTEDOVTOL KOt VO TOAGVTEDOVTOL KoL
Vo o1povvTal Kol vo.  Tpifouv  TOug  ayKAdVEG UE




you dare shed man's blood." Now, God wants the wonder
boy sacrificed!

But despite a lack of understanding, Abraham responded
with obedient faith. Early the next morning Abraham got up
and saddled his donkey. He gathered the servants, took Isaac
and left. When they came to the foot of Mount Moriah,
Abraham told the servants to stay while he and Isaac
ascended the mountain to worship. The question that we're
going to consider came as the two of them started up that
mountainside.

"Abraham took the wood for the burnt offering and placed
it on his son Isaac and he himself carried the fire and the
knife. As the two of them went on together, Isaac spoke up
and said to his father Abraham, 'Father?' 'Yes, my son?'
Abraham replied. 'The fire and wood are here,' Isaac said,
'but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?' (Genesis 22:6-
7)

Can you imagine? If ever a question cut into a man's heart,
this was it. That boy who had worshipped so many times
with his father automatically knew what was missing. The
boy who so loved and so trusted his dad that the last
possibility to cross his mind was that his would be the throat
that would be slit and his would be the blood to flow over
the woods. That boy with innocent eyes looked into his
father's and said, "Where is the lamb?" Obviously, Isaac was
asking more than he knew. God was calling his father,
Abraham, to sacrifice more than he ever had before.

I think Genesis 22:1 is one of the great understatements in
the Bible. Do you see how it began? Sometime later God
tested Abraham. Test? Test? This is a final exam. This is the
sounding out of the depths of a man's soul. Isaac was the
most precious thing in Abraham's life. I've already told you
that Abraham and Sarah had been childless through all their
marriage and when God called him to make a covenant with
him, Abraham was 75 years old and Sarah was 65. God says,
"Don't worry, I'm going to make your descendants more
numerous than the stars in the sky." The problem was, they
didn't even have a child. So, what does God do? I'm sure
Sarah, had they been available, would be taking a home
pregnancy test every morning. God made them wait 25 more
years! When they were old enough to be great, great, great
grandparents, Abraham was 100 and Sarah was 90, God
fulfilled the promise and Isaac was born. The boy grew, his
mother doted over him, and his father cherished every
movement he made. They loved that promised child more
than they loved life itself. Then out of the clear blue comes
that vassalling, unbelievable, unthinkable command, to slay
the wonder boy. Why? Why did God do that?

Most of us have never really come to grips with the
bewilderment and the atrocity of this incomprehensible
situation. Surely, God was asking too much of this man,
Abraham. This is the key to unlocking the meaning of
Genesis 22. It is the key to answering the question, "Where

TPAYLOTIKOVS ELAOKOTTOVG. MIAOVUV ylo TIG HEPES TOL
Ene@Tav To OEvIpa. AVTO NTav KATL, 0ALL Oev TEPTOLV
ToAAG dévipa Tmpa. Xwpic ppovTa, Ywpig dvvaun, yopig
YOPA4, XYoLV YAGEL TO KEPAAL TOL TGEKOVPL.

Mov Bupiler pio otopion mov dkovca Yy évav veapo
EvAokOTO TTOL TNYE G€ £va OTPATONEDO (OC TPOTAPTG. TV
TPOTN KEPQ, NTOV TPOETOWHOCUEVOS, ETOOG KOt Efyotve
€. Ol v muépa vo SovAEVETAL OTO  UEYOAQ
Bopetodutid katl péypt To TEA0G TG NUEPAS lxe kOWEL 20
tepdotia 0évrpa. Otav enéotpeye 610 oTpaTdONEdO YOP®
amo eKelvN TN POTLA, KOVYOTAV Y10 TO TOGO KAAG TOL THYE.

‘Evag and tovg Petepdvovg EuAokodmog EPake TO ¥EPL TOV

YOP® TOL Ko gine: «EEPeLg 0Tt moTed® 0Tt T0 20 pmopet va
elvar éva pekdp mPOTNG MUEPOS YL EVOaV TPOTAPT.
Zouvéyioe "Otkopouaiol Avpeg €30 YOp® kévouv 30 dévtpa
™V Nuépa. Xuveyiote £T01, TOTEVM OTL GE GOVTOLO YPOVIKO
duiotpo, Bo eiote exel". Tnv emduevn pépa, ekeivog o
mpotapng &Evlokomog mov MNbeke vo  EVTLAMOIAGCEL,
onkmdnke 15 Aemtd vopitepa, Exoye 15 Aentd omd v dpa
TOL  UECNUEPOVOD  TOL  YEVHOTOS,  GOLPOKOTNGE,
oQUVPOKOTNGE Kol Tprovice. Telkd, Otov teleiwoe oTo
TéAOG TNC MUEPOC, LOVO 18 dévTpa iyov komel. Htav podiov
katoblntcog. Eine, "Oa onkwbd 30 Aemtd vopitepa
avp10, Bo dovAéym péxpt o peonueptovo pov". Tnv tpi
uépa. giyav méoer povo 16 dévipa. Méypt 10 T€A0G TNG
gpdouddag, Ntav mepimov pio vrovliva. Kotarivovtoag tnv
TEPNOAVIO, TOV, TNYE PE HOTOTOONANTO GTOV KOTOWAIGUO
Kol piAnoe pe ovtdv Tov Petepdvo Euiokomo ko gime, «Agv
katolofaivor. Eite, «Oco mo okAnpd tpocnad®, 1660 mo
moAD pe eumodilew. O Petepdvog EVAOKOTOS pAOTNGE:
"Eyete apepdoel ¥pOvo Yo v aKOVIGETE TO KEQAAL TOV
toekovpl oag;" O veapodg onkmoe 1o PAEUUA TOV, YOUPA®GE
T patio Tov, avaotévote kal eime: «Oyl. Aev Bprka ypovo
VO 0KOVIG® TO KEPAAL TOL TOEKOVPL YTl ElX0 TOGA TOAAY
va kavoy. " Tnv tpitn uépa, uévo 16 dévtpa siyav méoet.
Méypt to téhog TG ePdouddoc, giye @Thoel oe KoULd
dekapld. Koatamivovtag tnv mepnodvia tov, mye e
HOTOTOONANTO GTOV KATOLAMGUO Kot UANGE pe ovTdv TOV
Betepdvo EuAokodmo kar gine, "Eyd Aev katorofaive." Eire,
"Oco mo oxnpd mpoomabd, 1660 pe gpmodilel." O
Betepdvoc Euloromog patnoe, "Exeig mapetl ypdvo yio va
axovicelg t0 ke@dAl cov;" O veapdg Avdpag CHKOGE TO
PAEupO TOV, YOOPAMGE TO, LATLO TOV , AVOOTEVAEE Kot gime:
«Oyt. Asv mipa ¥poVO Y100 VoL OKOVIC® TO KEPAOAL TOV
ToeKoLPL YTl lya TOGO TOAAA va Kavoy. " Tnv tpitn uépa,
uévo 16 dévrpa eiyov méoet. Méypt 1o TéhoC ¢ efdouddad,
elye pTaoel og Kopd dekapid. Kotamivovtag v mepnedvia
TOV, TNYE LLE LOTOTOINANTO GTOV KOTAVAIOUO KO LANGE [
avtdov Ttov Petepdvo Eviokomo ko eime, "Eyod Asv
xatolofaive." Eirne, "Oco mo okAnpd ntpocnadd, 1060 e
eumodiler." O Petepdvog EuAokomog potnoe, "Exelg mhpet
¥POVO Y10 VO, AKOVIGELG TO KEPAAL cov;" O veapdc avdpag
onkmoe 10 PAéuuc TOL, YOUPAMGE TO WATIL TOL
avaotévaée kal gine: «Oyl. Agv mpa ¥poOvo yio Vo aKovVicm
TO KEPAAL TOV TGEKOVPL Y1oTi ElY0 TOGO TOALA VA Kbvy. O
Betepdvoc EvAokdmoc patnos: "Eyete a@lepmasl xpovo yia




is the lamb?" It is the key to the question being put to you,
where is your lamb? And here's that key: Before God will
use any one of us for a great purpose, he and we must be
sure that we love him more than anything else.

That's the lesson. Before God will use any one of us for a
great purpose, he and we must be sure that we love him more
than we love anything else. See, it wasn't for God's vanity
that he put Abraham to the test. It was so Abraham, himself,
could know that nothing, nothing was more important to him
than Jehovah God. People, while Abraham and Isaac's story
is unique in all history, the principle isn't. God still asks for
lambs. He asks for our lambs, things precious to us and
things that we love dearly, to be put on the altar of sacrifice
so that He might do something great through our lives. He
might ask you for your lamb to be your home and your
immediate family, father and mother, brothers and sisters, as
you feel a burning in your heart to be a missionary on a
foreign soil.

Your lamb might be your money if God has blessed you with
a great deal of affluence. Your calling to put that lamb on
the altar might be a major gift to fund some great ministry
or some great project for the Lord's work. Your lamb might
be your time if you sense God calling you to a ministry that
you used to occupy with a hobby.

Where is the lamb? | believe with all my heart God wants to
do something great through every one of us, but only if we're
willing to put our lamb on the altar. | want to share with you
then seven quick principles of sacrifice. Obviously, we're
going to cover these briefly.

Principles of Sacrifice

1. He prepares us for times of sacrifice.

It's obvious to me that God was preparing Abraham for this
test. Look at verse 1 again, it begins this way, "Sometime
later God tested Abraham;" some time later than what? The
answer to that is some time later than the experiences that
Abraham had experienced. Up to this point, God was
preparing Abraham. He had told him to move out of his
homeland to Ur. He made him wait 25 years for a son. On
the other hand, God had been giving him some blessings.
Abraham had become prosperous financially; he was
wealthy. When lsaac was finally born, the boy grew up
healthy and strong. Abraham even signed a peace treaty with
Abimelech. (Genesis 21)

So my point is God had been giving Abraham the right
combination of challenges and blessings preparing him for
the moment of sacrifice. He does the same thing for us. Look
over your life; you know it's true. He fills our lives with
challenges and blessings in just the right combination. As he
does, he prepares us for those great moments when our faith
will be put on the line.

Here's a great axiom worth writing down, it's worth

va. aKovicete T0 Ke@AAL Tov Toekovpt cag" O veupdg
ONK®GE TO PAELLLA TOV, YOOPAMGE TOL LLATLO TOV, OVOCTEVOEE
ko gime: «Oyt. Aev Bprika xpdvo vo aKovicm To KEPAAL Tov
TogkovpL YTl elya t0ca TOAAG va kdvoy. O PBetepdvog
&vlokomog patnoe: "Eyxete aglepdoel ypovo vy va
aKOVIGETE TO KEPAAL TOV ToEKOVPL 6ag;" O veapdc oNKmoe
70 PAEUUIO TOV, YOUPA®GE TO. UATIO TOV, OVACTEVOEE KOl
gine: «Oyl. Agv Bprxa xpdvo va akovicm To KePAA TOL
TOEKOVPL V1T E1Y0 TOGA TOAAGL VO KAV®Y.

[Modié, moted® 611 av 0 Oeds EokvPe avT TN GTIYUN Kol
Y1BVp1le kATl 6TO AVTLA PG, KATL TOL Ba WiBbpile ot avTid
TOV 1EPOKNPLKOV, TOV TPEGPLTEPOV, TOV JAKOVOV, TOV
daockdAiwv g BifAov, Tov cuppfodiov Kot Tov vTaAAnAoy
dwakoviog, O yiBopile: «Eyete mpeg xpovo va aKovicelg 1o
KeEPGAL cov;» Mmopel akdun kot vo potiost. "Eyete
aPlEPMGEL YPOVO Yia va deite av eivar akdpo ot BEon tov;"
Yvveyifovpe vo TOAOVIELOUOOTE KOl VO TOAOVIEVOUAOTE
KOl VO OVOPOTIOUOCTE YL0TL OEV PTAVOLE TTOVOEVA.

Agite av épovpe xAoel TO KEQPAA TOL TGEKOLPL N AV TO
Toekovpl €xel yivel Boumo, m SovAeld pag yivetow TOAD
dvokoln ywoti dev givor €161 oyedtacuévn. Av €xelg YIoeL TO
KEPGAL TOL TOEKOVPL, 1) YOPE TNG KapTopopiog yio Tov Oed
givar younAd. H {on g tpocevyng cag yivetal atdoiun. O
{hog, n coPapdtnta €yl euyel. H yapd tov va gipacte v
Xpiot®, mov vmotifeton Ot gival cov po Ppdon mov
avaPAolel péoa pag, amAMg otepevel. Aev PAémovue KovEVa
@povTo.

TKEQTNKO pio GAAN 1oTopio. Tov Siafaca wpwv amnd Alyo
KOPO € €V TOVETIOTHO 6T BOPEOSLTIKA. APOpPOvGE
Kol EuAoKOTOVS, NTaV Lo HeEAETN Yo Ta Kivitpa. To tuqpo
yoyoloyiag mpe 000 opddeg Eviokonmy. [IApwcay o€ pio,
opada avdpdv to 110 Tipumua mov £Ryalav, Tov id10 ebo,
Yl VO KAVOLV 0UTO TTOL £KOVOV TOVTO — ATAMG VO KOWYOLV
dévipa. Xt devtepn  opddo  eimav  "Oflovpe  va
YPTCULOTOMGETE TNV EMimedn akpn, TV auPreio dipn tov
Toekovpl, OAAG Bo cog mAnpdoovpe TO SUTAUCIO TOV
KavoviKoD cog teBol. @ELovLLE OTAMG VO TO Y TUTNGETE GTO
dévtpo, amhd cvveyiote. Kdvte 10 0mmg 660 Oéhelc Oa cov
mnpooovpe OmAdolo woebo». H opdda doxung mov
ypnowonoince tv apPieion dkpn TOL TOEKOVPL ElyE
OTOUOTNGEL TO KAmVioua péco oe pion nuépo. Kabmg o
terevTaiog ELAOKOTOG OmO €KElv) TNV OUAdO OOKLUNG
QTTOULOKPVVOTAY, KOLUVOVOE TO KEPAAL TOV. XTI GUVEVTEVLEN
oV otV ££000 gime: «Agptd N Ywpic ypruaTo, ovtd dgv
givar dtaokedaotikd. Otav KOLVA®M TO TEEKOVPL, TPETEL VA,
dm o matoTakio va tetovy." [oAlol amd udg pbeipovtan
Kol kovpalovtot Kot Baplodvtal KO Kot ETELRT KOUVA TO
ToEKOVPL, OAAG Oev PAETOVE TO TTOTOTAKLO VO, TETOVV. Oyt
opovTa, Oyl amoteAéopata, Kapio yopd.

Mepucéc amhég TapaTnproELS amd TNV 16TOPILN TOL KEPOALOD
TOL TGEKOVPL

2. To ke@a TOV TEEKOVPL NJTOV dAVELKO.
Agv Mtov 1810KTNGCi0L GLTOL TOL TO YPNCULOTOLOVGE.




remembering. I've seen it true in Scripture, I've seen it true
in my life and you know it's true: "After the blessing comes
the testing." Here in the story of Abraham, after the most
peaceful moment of his life and after he made peace with
Abimelech, God comes to him and calls him for a sacrifice.

I think about how after Moses led the children of Israel
through the parted Red Sea. After they are safe on the other
side, God let them go without water for three days. He's
testing them. When Jesus was baptized God said, "This is
my Son in whom I'm well pleased," and the Spirit descended
as a dove, he goes to the wilderness to be tested by Satan.
After the blessing comes the testing. People, we will only
bask in blessing so long until we're tested. That's true of the
congregation and it's also true in our individual lives.

2. Our love for God needs to be proven.

We may not like that, but it’s true. Our love for God needs
to be proven. When the tests come, God is asking, “Where
is your lamb?” He expects more than words. We sing a song
frequently, "Take my life and let it be, consecrated Lord to
thee." Aren't those good words? Heavy words, full of
sacrifice, consecration and commitment, but do you know
what God says about those words? He said, "l don't want
you to just be hearers of the word, | want you to be speakers
of the word. I want you to be doers of the word." The reason
he said that is because God knows words are cheap. You can
say a lot through words, but God says back it up with action,
quit telling me how much you love me, show me your love
and prove it.

God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you
love." (vs. 2) "Whoa, Whoa! There's an error in the Bible,
there's a contradiction. Abraham had more than one son. We
know he had another son by Hagar the handmaiden. That
boy's name was Ishmael and Ishmael became the father of
all the Arab nations. So, Isaac wasn’t his only son. The
Greek word “monogeneé” translated “only” came to us
through the Septuagint. It's really hard to translate into
English, it means, "most prized and cherished and wonderful
possession.” Let me give you another instance of its use. In
the King James Version, John 3:16 states "For God so loved
the world that he gave his only begotten Son." The New
International Version says, "God so loved the world he gave
his one and only Son." The Revised Standard Version states
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.” The
same word is in 1 John 4:9, “God sent His only,
(monogeneses), Son into the world. What's being said here
is that God was asking Abraham for the one that really was
his one and only, the most prized possession in all his life.
In other words, God says, "Abraham, don't tell me you love
me. I'm going to really let you show me."

The same principle we see in John 21 when Jesus came to
Peter, after the Resurrection, after Peter's denial. Jesus asked
"Peter, do you love me?" Peter humbly said, "Lord, you
know | love you." Jesus said, "Then feed my sheep. Show

«Kabng évac amd avtodg EkoPe éva 06vTpo, To KEPAAL TOV
o0epPEVIOV ToeKoUpL €mece oTo vepd «L, KOPlE HovY,
onvate, «etvor davewo!» (2 Baciiémv 6:5) Tiypeidletor va
KaTaAGBovpe OTL HOG TVELHATIKO KEPAAL TOEKOVPL, VTN 1M
ayyuq mov Béher o Bedg va €yovpe, glvar 1 dvvaun mov
£YOVLLE VOL VTN PETOVLLE LLE YOPE GTOVG AAAOVG, 1) SVVOUT TOV
Ba £yovpe yio va d1da&ovpe Tovg dAlovg va potpalovton Tnv
o pag pe tov Xpotd, n SOvaprn mov TpOKELTaL Vo KAVEL
0 ®gbdg dmote pog vo EEMEPACOVUE TOV TEPUCHO KOl TN
dvvapun mov Ba EYOvLE Yo VAL 0ONYHGOLVLE TIC OIKOYEVELEG
pog pe dlkoto tpomo. Agv givarl mposmmiky] 6vvaun. Eivar
poe dvvaun mov £dmoe o Pedg. Elvar davewkd katd pio
évvowo. Agv emefepydlecor avty T SOVOUN HEC® NG
yoyohoylag ovte v ytilels péom tng Okng cov BEANoNG.
Elvar i Bgikn obvoaun mov mpoépyetor amd tov Incov
Xp1o16 Ko To mvedpo, Tov wov (el péca oag. Eivar dmpo
®eov. Agv gival n dvvaun cov | 1 dOVOUN Hov, ivarl 1
dvvapn Tov Oeov.

Mepkoi Efpaiot giyav emotpéyel 6T00 ORIt TOVG GTO
Iopok amd 1t Boapvioviaxn oaypoioocio, mpdbvpotr va
Eavayticovy Tov vad tove. Omwg moAlol amd eudg,
Eexivnoav, éBolov to Ogpélo Kol HETA KOvpAoTnKOV.

‘Exacav to xepdAil Tov togkovpt tovg. ' 16 ypovia, dev

€yve 001e o métpa kabdg apnoov to Bepéha ot Béom
tovg. O Zoyapiag NTov £vag TPoPNTNG oL 6TAAONKE Tiom
otav ot EBpaiot giyav anelevbepmbel amd t Bapfuioviaxy
ayypuorooio. Eine, «Agv pmopovue va oTOUATCOVUE HOVO
pue ta Ospéha, og apyicovue vo ytiCoope tov vaodn. O
Koo Hog amobappuvinke Aéyovtag, "Hrtav orxdnpn dovield
pévo Kot povo va yivel m Oepedimon. Agv motevovpe 0Tl
umopove woté va yricovue oAdKANpo tov vad." O BOedc
gine otov Zoyapio «Etol 0 ®gd¢ pov gime..."Oyt pe ddvoun
obte pe dvvaun, aAld pe To Tvedua pov", Aéet o Koplog o
[Mavtodovapog. (Zoyapiag 4:6) O Oedg gine otov Zayapia,
T XEPLOL GOV OgV Elvar apkeTd duvatd, T0 LOaAd Gov dgv
elvan Aev glvan apketd €Eumvol, ol kapdiég cag dev gival
apketd Bopparéeg Kot o ox€dd cag Oev efvar apKETA KAAG.
Edv o vaodg Eavaytiotei moté, Oa eivar engion to [vedua pov
TO KAVEL v GLUPEL.

To Ilvevpa tov Oeol eivan n o&ela, ayyunpn daxpn tovL
KEPAALO0 TOL Togkovpt. Avty| gival 1 dwupopd. H dvvaun
ov €yete va avtiotafeite 6TOV TEWPAGUO, VO LOPOCTEITE
™V o™ G0g 1| VO EXNPEACETE TNV OKOYEVELL GOG Y10 TOV
Xp1o10, dev gival po Svvaun mov dnpovpynonke amd ™
Own coag evépyela, gival to dmpo mov Aoufavetre Otov
npbate otov Xpwotd. Eivor po davewn dvvaun. Mnv
TOAUGETE VA, TO YAGETE OO TO LATLOL GOC, VO TO OYVON|GETE
N va 1o yaoete. Av 10 Yboovpue mpooTodmvTag Vo
avaAdBovpE aVTOV TOV KOGUO Y®pig TN dLVAUT ToL B0V
uéom tov Ayiov [Tvedpotdc tov, givatl cov va tpocmabov e
va pi&ovpe €va peydAo kKOKKvo EOAO YTLTMOVTOC TO HE TN
Aapn tov 1oeK0bpl. Aev @tdvelg movbeva ypryopo. Eivan
pio Savetkn dvvau.

2. To kepdl1 Tov Toskovpl yalnke.




me." It's interesting to me that the book of Acts is not called
the "words" of the apostles. It's called the "acts" of the
apostles. That's what God wants from you and from me. God
says, "l have blessed you, | love you, | appreciate your
attendance, | appreciate your praise and your songs, but put
your sacrifice where your mouth is." Our Lord wants us to
prove our love to him.

3. Sacrifice is giving up something precious in order to
give to something that is more precious.

That's exactly what it is. Back to our story, how precious do
you suppose Isaac was to Abraham? You know, don't you?
But how much more precious and protected would your son
be, fathers, if you waited and prayed for him every day for
25 years. Tell me, how precious would he be to you?

"Early the next morning Abraham got up and saddled his
donkey." (vs. 3) I think there's more said there than just that
Abraham is an early riser. We're not told, but here's my
supposition; | believe Abraham got up early the next
morning because he didn't sleep a wink the whole night. |
think he laid flat on his back gazing into the stars, thinking
and praying, thinking and praying.

They get to the foot of Mount Moriah. How would you feel
stacking wood on the shoulders of that unsuspecting boy,
knowing that in a little while it would be the fuel for the
blaze that would engulf his body? Then that question,
"Father, where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" (vs. 6)

"When they reached the place God had told him about,
Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it.
He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of
the wood. Then he reached out his hand and took the knife
to slay his son." (Vs. 9-10) What on earth could make a man
do such a thing? What on earth? The answer is only
something or someone even more precious than that boy.
God Almighty.

Do you love God that much? Huh? I'll be honest, | don't
know either, because I've never been called to sacrifice that
much. But what have you been called to sacrifice? Will you,
have you given up something precious to you for something,
someone, even more precious? Some of you are doing it for
a ministry that's found your passion; you've helped not just
one person, but person after person. But sacrifice is giving
up something precious to you to give to something that's
even more precious.

4. The sacrifice isn't always understood.

There are times when you walk with God and you have
questions instead of answers and God just says to you, "It's
all right. You don't understand, but hold my hand and obey
me." That's what God was saying to Abraham. There's no
way Abraham understood this request. The promise had
come to him earlier that it would be through Isaac that his
offspring would be blessed. Now God says, "Go kill Isaac."”

Ev®d do0Aeve 10 KEPAAL TOL TGEKOVPL YAIGTPNOE OO TN
haPn ko €mece oto vepd. Xdabnke. ITod ydvovue to
TVELUOTIKA LOG KEPAALDL TOEKOVPL 6T POATA oG UE TOV
®ed; To éyxel yaoel kaveic TOTé 6TO VEPE TNG KOGKOTNTOG;
To éyel Kovvnoet kaveig oto ToTAe TNG TEAETOVPYiag; Eyet
YOGCEL KAVEIG TO KEPAAL TOV TGEKOVPL GOG GTOV TOTAUO TG
kputikng; Tlétage otn Auvovdo TG ampocevyng M OTO
pevpa TS Koopkotntag; Eival 1o ke@ddl Tov togkovpt ov
otov BaAto tng owtoikavoroinong Mmopel va mdel o€
omolodnmote aplBpd Bécewv. AALG av To EXOVLE YACEL, TU
Ba kavoupe Yo avtd; Agv vVIapyEL TimoTa To AvINPd Ao
T0 va xdoels ™ dvvaun mov BEhel 0 Oedg va £xeL 0 LINPETNG
Tov. To ke@dAL Tov ToEKOVPL YAONKE.

3. Ympye avipovyia yio to yauévo tov.

MoAg ouveldntonoince OtL gixe @UYelL, o Ponbog tov
Elooaié pavoie: «€, kbpte pov.» ‘Hrav otevoympnuévog.
ToAud va Tm OTL deV VIAPYEL KAVEVOS OO EUAG TTOL VAL UV
€xe1 POATO TOV pE Tov OLd Kamola oTLyUn Vo TdeL va, Bpet
TO KEPAAL TOV TGEKOVPL TOV. Y TAPYOLV QOPEG TOV TTPETEL VO,
GTOHOTNGOVUE Ko va eAEyEovpe Eava TIg TPoTEPALOTNTES
pog. Otav cuveEdNTOTOMGOLUE OTL KATL AEINEL, TPETEL VAL
petavonoovue Kot Tpémnel vo Eekvioovpe Eava. Av dgv To
€XE1G KAVEL TOTE, GOV TPOTEIVD va apyisELS VoL YA VELS Vi
TO KEPAAL TOV TGEKOVPL GOL YTl TO EYELG YATEL KOL OEV TO
Eépelg. BAémete o011 vdpyel avnovyio otav ydvetor. Me
GUYKIVEL TOV 0VTOG 0 TOTOG EVOYANOTKE TOAD TTOL TO £XUCE.

[Mapa moAréEG @opég mepvhpe oamd OpnokevTikég
TEAETOVPYIEG, TEPVALE OO TIG SPACTNPLOTNTEG KOl AEUE TO
OWOTA TPAYUATO, EVEPYOVUE HE TOV OWOOCTO TPOMO, TO
KaTaAoPaivove T060 TOAD Kol &V GUVELOTTOTOLOVLE KOV
OTL £YOVLE YGGEL TO KEPAAL TOV TGEKOVPL. ALV TEPIUEVOVLE
timota omovdaio amd tov Ogd ko dev (nrape timota
onovdaio amd Avtov. Edv to peyaddtepo mpdypo mov
{nrtépe and tov O¢od givar vao evloyel ta yeupatd pog, tote
glvar mBavo vo mepdoovpe ot {m1] Kot Vo YAGOoVUE QLT T
dvvapn Kot va unv 1o EEPOovLE K.

Agv &gl onpooio to Tt yivetal yio tov O@ed 660 10 TL yiveTon
and tov Oed péow pog. Nopilw 6t avtd T0 onpeio to
yovovue ToAAEC popég. Olot BELovLE Vo Kdvovpe KATL Yo
Tov O€d, oALG aVTo bV gival TOGO GNUAVTIKO OGO VTO TOV
Kbver o Ogoc. IloAréc ¢opéc avtikabiotodpe 1
dpaoctnplotnTa pe TV Topaywykodtra. Aéue, "Aomdv, 1o
£ékava autd yio Tov O, 10 £Kava avutd yio Tov Ogd 1 Exm
mael ekel Yo tov Oed." [lpénel va oTopaT)covUE Kol Vo
potioovue: «To ékava péoa Kot pe ™ dvvaun Tov Oeov;»

H dJpaotmpiotro dev eivar TAVIO TOPAYOYKOTNTO.
Mévoupe amacyoAnpUévol KAvovTag TPAYUATo, TPOYUOTO
YW TNV eKKANGio kol Tpdypota Yo GAlovg avOpmmovg.
AMNG, TTpéTeL EMIONG VO GTOLOTICOVE KO VO POTCOVLLE:
«Kévao mpdypota v tov Oed 1 0 Ogdg KaAvel mTpdypato
uéom gpéva;» To TpdTo givar KoAd, oALL TO de0TEPO Eivan
oA KaAVTEPO. O TPpdTOG, KAVOoVTag TPdyLata yio Tov Ocd,
dnuovpyei dpactnpiotnta. AALY TO TEAEVLTOIO, QPTVEL TOV




That doesn't make any sense. But sacrifice doesn't always
make sense and that's where faith is magnified. Faith is
being sure of what you hope for and certain of what you
cannot see. It takes faith to make any sacrifice. Anytime you
give up something precious to you to give to something
more precious takes faith. But it takes greater faith when you
can't understand it.

"He said to his servants when they got to the foot of Mount
Moriah, 'Stay here with the donkey while | and the boy go
over there." (v. 5) Do you know why I'm convinced that he
made the servants stay? I'm convinced it's because he knows
that when he took up that knife and started to kill his son,
the servants would have tried to stop him. Abraham by faith
was not going to let anything interfere with God's command.

But then he told those servants, "*'We will worship and then
we will come back to you.™ (v. 5) What? "'We will worship
and then WE will come back to you.™ People, that's not an
accident, it's not a slip of the tongue. It's not a misprint in
your Bible. I think | know what Abraham was thinking about
all the night before, before they left that morning. Hebrews
11:19 gives us a little insight. He said as he was thinking
about what would happen to lIsaac, he reckoned that God
would raise him from the dead. Then the Hebrew writer said,
figuratively speaking, that's exactly what happened, he got
him back from the dead.

| want to tell you about faith and not understanding. We have
read so many stories in the Bible about men and women
being raised from the dead by prophets, by Jesus or by
apostles. We just think it's no big deal. Let me tell you
something, Abraham believed that God would raise Isaac
back from the dead before God raised anybody up from the
dead. Sacrifice is not always understood.

5. Sacrifice must be voluntary.

God told Abraham to make the sacrifice, but he didn't force
him to do it. This is a major misunderstanding even among
good religious folks. There's no such thing as an involuntary
sacrifice. We sometimes mistakenly refer to a loss as a
sacrifice. To lose a job, an investment, your health, a mate
or a child, is not a sacrifice. Now it may be painful, horrible,
tragic or the most awful thing you've ever gone through, but
biblically it's not a sacrifice. The reason is: a sacrifice must
be given, it's by choice, it is not just something that happens.
Jesus' cross was a sacrifice. Why? Because, he chose it. It
didn't have to happen. When he calls you to take up the
cross, he's calling you to choose the sacrifice.

6. The greater the sacrifice, the greater the sweetness and
the greater the blessing.

I love this point. Let's talk about the sweetness, first. God
stopped Abraham from the sacrifice; he provided a ram in
the thicket. (v. 13) "The Angel of the Lord called to
Abraham from heaven a second time and said, 'l swear by
myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done this
and have not withheld your son, your only son, | will surely

®ed vo Onovpyel mopaymyikdétra. H mopayoyikdtmro
TPOKLITEL OTAV 1] KEPOAN TOL TOEKOVPL Eiva ot BEom ¢
Kol givar ayunpn. Aev 06k va Tpocsuyndm, «@eé pov,
guhdynoe avtd mov kdvoy. Oh® vo mpocevynfd, «Bgé
pov, dgiée pov Tt khvelg kot Befardoov Ot ot og TN
TNV guA0YioN.

4.To ke@drr Tov Togkovp PpéOnke kel mov YadNKe.
Otav o Ponbog eine: "Kopi€ pov, éxooca 10 KEPAAL TOL
TogKoVPL Kot ivor davelko", o avBpwmog Tov Pl (avTdg
elvan 0 EMocaié) pdnoe, "[1ov énece;" Otav tov £de&e T0
uépog, o EAocaié éxoye éva EOAO Kot To TETOEE EKEL KOt
€Kove 10 6idepo va emumiéey. Topa madid, EEpw OTL givor
amAd, aAld deite avtd. To kePdil Tov ToekoVpL Ppebnke
axpifmg kel wov yadnke. [Mvevpotikd, avtod eivat To id10 e
T0 epmhTnuo pog pe tov Oed. Edv ydoote 10 mvevpatikd
G0G KeEPAM TogkovpL onpepa 1o tpwi, Oa to Ppeite oto d10
HEPOG OV TO £YOCEG.

®uuacte ™V mopofoin Tov Acmtov; [1ov nrye To ayopt va
Bpet o kKepdaM tov ToeK0VPL; Enéotpeye axpifmg exel mov
T0 dpnoe. To denoe oto omitt dTav EPuye KoL THYE GE [
pakpwn yodpa. Otav cuvnibe, mye omitt Ko eKel MTav.
Eépete TOL TPEMEL VAL TATE PEPLKOL Y10l VoL Bpeite TO KEPAAL
oV ToEKOVUpL 6og; Mepikol amd ec6g mpémel va TAte vo
Bydiete T okoviopévn Biflo cag amd To paet kot va
SwPdoete. Mepkoi amd €0dg TPEMEL Vo TATE GE €KEVO TO
NoVYo UEPOS oL eiyote pa gopd. [Ipénet va yovaticelg kot
va tpocevyneic Eovd yroti £yl mepacel TOADS kopog. Exel
Gonoeg 10 KEQAAL TOV TGEKOVPL cov. Kdamolwol amd ecdc
TPENEL VO, EMOTPEYETE GTOV GLLVYO GOC.

To MoatOaiog 18 Aéel, "Mepikég opég, APNVOLE TO KEPAA
TOV TGEKOVPL HOG G€ Evay AAA0 0deA@O." Agv ypetaletot va
glvarl otV Gueon owkoyéveld coc. Zuppimbeite pe évav
adeApO mpwv Tpookuvnoete. ['oti; [Natl péypt va 1o kaverg,
€xe1g YAoEL TO KEQAAL TOV ToEKOVPL Gov. ‘Exete ydoel tnv
YN NG TVELUATIKNG cag dvvaung. Mepikol amd gudg
YPEWLETAL OMAMG VO TOMEWVMGOVUE TOVG ENLTOVG LOG
gvomov tov @gol, tov Ilatépo, €medn 1N TEIGUOTIKA
VIEPNQAVELD HOG EYEL APOIPEGEL TNV TVELHOTIKY HOG
dovapn. «Ilov 1o €yaceg;» Exel Oa Ppebel.

Agv EEpm OV APNGEG TO KEPAAL GOV, AALA EEPEIC TTOV NTOWV.
I yauve exel, exel Oa to Ppeic.

10. Avtdg mov TO £xoce Empeme va. €ival dVTOG TOL TO
OVECGVPE.

Apov emémies, o EMoocoié koitaée tov Gvipo kai gime:

«ZNKkmoé toy. Tote 0 Gvtpog AmAmce To XEPL TOL KOl TO

mpe». Aéte, "T1 onuacia &xel avtd;" Eioo vrevbouvog yuo

70 KEPGM Gov Toekovpl. Kaveig dev umopei va o€ amodraet

amo ovTo.

BAémeig tov mpoontn va Aéel: «Mmaivelg 6To vepo Kal TO
maipvelg povog covy. Ta kKahd véa givat OTL, av KAVETE 0VTH
TNV OTOQUGIOTIKOTNTO, 0VTO aKPIPOG Hropeite va, KAVeTE.
Mo pévo o amd Tig Mo eXTANKTIKEG £VVoleg 6€ OAN 1)
Ipaoen etvar 6t1 0 Ogdg pog divel T SV Vo SIHAEYOLLLE.




bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the
stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your
descendants will take possession of the cities of their
enemies, and through your offspring all nations on earth will
be blessed, because you have obeyed me." (Genesis 22:15-
18)

"Then Abraham returned to his servants, and they set off
together for Beersheba." (v. 19) Have you ever thought
about how Abraham felt coming down that mountain? How
do you think he felt all the way to Beersheba? Have you ever
felt so good about something you did, something you said,
something that was right that when you were walking along
you just couldn't keep the smile off your face. Sometimes
you just walked on and said, "Yes!" | can see Abraham
doing that and smiling as he recalled the speech from the
Angel of the Lord. Now | know how much you fear me. Do
you know what he was experiencing? He was experiencing
the sweetness of the sacrifice.

Most of us have been so thrilled when we came out of the
waters of baptism which may be the sweetest moment in all
your memory. Do you know why? Because at that moment
you were saying, "God, | sacrifice my life to you. I buried
my old sinful self and | turned my new self over to you."

a. The greater the sacrifice the greater the blessing.
Abraham received the blessing of God's timing. Just as
the hand is raised, just as the knife is about to come
down, "Then God stopped him as the angel of the Lord
called out and said, 'Do not lay a hand on the boy, do
not do anything to him." (v. 10-11) Then he received
the blessing of God's approval that we read about in
verse 12.

b. He received the blessing of God's provision. "Abraham
looked up and there in the thicket he saw a ram caught
by its horns. He went over and took the ram and
sacrificed it as a burnt offering instead of his son.” (v.
13) Did the ram just happen to get its horns caught? Or
did God provide it?

7. God is the real provider of the lamb.

"So, Abraham called that place The Lord Will Provide
(Jehovah-Jireh). And to this day it is said, 'On the mountain
of the Lord it will be provided.” (v. 14) When Abraham
finished he didn't call the mountain, *The Agony of the
Lord,” "The Near Miss," or "The Almost Catastrophe.” He
called it, Jehovah-Jireh. The Lord Will Provide.

Any sacrifice God asks us to make, anything in your life, he
provides the lamb. He was the one who had given Abraham
all his lambs. He was the one who had given lIsaac to
Abraham. He was the one who initiated and empowered the
covenant, not Abraham. Whatever sacrifice God may
request of you, remember He has provided the lamb in your
life. Whether it’s your time, money, heart, home or a
relationship, God gives you that lamb. When you're willing

O O¢od¢ eméleEe LdVO VoL YPNCLLOTOGEL T, AVOpdTTIVOL OVTOL
YL VO EKTANPOOCEL To BEANUE Tov ¢ eml TO TAgioTOV.
Amiotevta, pog oiver T ddvaun g emAoyng vo
Tpocdopicove mOoT JVVOAUN OTd AVTOV TPOKELTAL VO
Swoyetevbel péom poc. Qotdco, pe o okéyn, AEEN 1
emAoyn, Kabopilovpe av Bo mepdosl Kamowo dSvvaun amd
enag. Oco eMAEYETE VO APNGETE TO KEPAAL TOV TOEKOVPL VL
peiver oto vepo, ekel Ba peivel. Av emdéEete va to
onkmoete. O Oedc pmopel va gvhoynoel m (on oag pe
ouvvato TpéTEO.Amazing Grace #1274 Steve Flatt, 28 IovAiov 1996

Kepahailo 6

ITov givor To Apvi;

®o taféyovue o po amd TIC MO OEWOA0YEG Kol
cuvausOnpotikég oknvég oe OAN Vv avBpomvn otopia. O
®ebdg divel otov APpadu Lo omicTento TopAgevn eVIOAN.
"Afyo koupd apyodtepa o Ogdg doxipace Tov APpadipl. Avtog
tov gine: "APpadp!" «Edd eipow, andvince. Tote o ®egdg
gine: «ldpe Tov y10 Gov, TOV povayoyld cov, tov loadk, Tov
omoio ayamas, Kot Iyotve oty teployn Tov Mopid. O@Hoice
Tov ekel g olokavToua o€ éva amd Ta Bouvd mov Ba cog
7o Yo avtd.» (Téveon 22:1-2)

Topa, modwd, avtd pog @aivetor mapdéevo, oAAL Oev
VRLApYEL TEPIMTOON VO OPYICOVUE VO EKTIHOVUE ETOPKDG
TG emnpéace Tov APpadp. Oa LEAETNCOVUE TEPIGCOTEPT.
YL 0VTO o€ Ayo, adAd BounBeite 6TL 0 ABpadp Ko n Zdpo
Nrav drexvol. Ilepipeve meprocodtepo amd Eva tétapto TOL
alova yio ovtd to Toudi. 'Hrav éva vrooyduevo mandi. Kartt
éAlo mov iomg dev extipdte glvon OtL Otav 0 Ogdg KAreoe
tov ABpadp va mael og avt ™ yn g Xoavodv, 6hot ot
Xovaaviteg tav avOpmmot Tov Bucialay moudid. XtddnKko
o™ Meyiddd kot €ida TOV GTPOYYVAO Poud O6mov ot
Xavavaiot mov (ovoav ot Meyiddd Bvciacav ta modid
ToVG. Ymapyel dAlog évag Popog E€m amd Tig mOAES TNg
Iepryovg, 1o 1610 Tpdyua. O leymPd Oedg oy o udvog Ocdg
g apyorottog mov gine: "Ox! H avBpomvn Con eivor
moAbTIUN Yo péva. Mnv toApnocelg va yboelg aipo
avOpomov." Topa, o Ogdg 0éher 0 ayopt Bovpa va
Bvoaortet!

Ouwg, Tapd v Elhenyn katovonong, o Appadu andvinocs
pe vmakovrn wiotn. Nopic to endpevo mpwi o APpadpu
onkmdnke kot célace 1o Yaidovpt Tov. Mdalewe TOLG
vanpétec, mpe Tov loadk katl Epuye. Otav £pTacav oTovg
TPOTOSEG TOL OpoVg Mopid, 0 ABpady eine 6TOVG VANPETEG
va petvovv 660 avtdg Kot o Ioadk avéfatvay oto Bouvo Yo
va wpookvvincovy. H gpmtnon mov Oo e€etdoovue Npbe
KaBd¢ o1 vo Toug Eekivnoay ekeivn TV TAayd Tov fovvo.

"O APpadp mpe Ta EOAG Yo TO OAOKODTOUO, KOl To Efahe
GTOV Y10 T0L ToV loadx Kot 0 i610¢ Kovfdince T E®TIA KoL
to poyaipt. Kabmg mpoympovoay ot dvo tovg pali, o loadk




to offer it on the altar, he will make provisions for you a
hundred times over.

I want to close with one little point here that's really an
extension of principle number seven; God has of course
provided the ultimate lamb, the Lamb of God. Here is a
beautiful illustration of a type or foreshadowing in the Old
Testament of the Christ. We've already looked at a couple of
them. For example, Isaac was called the "monogeneses," the
one and only, the best loved Son. Jesus, John 3:16. He was
the monogeneses of the Father. They waited for years for
Isaac to get there, the prophets waited for years and centuries
for Jesus to come. Isaac was called upon to be the sacrifice.
How about Jesus? When John the Baptizer first saw him in
John 1:29, he looked at him and said, "Behold the Lamb."

Even the place, Mount Moriah, where Isaac was taken to be
sacrificed, is right in the heart of the city of Jerusalem. It is
just a stones-throw away from the place of the skull, where
the Lamb of God hung on the cross so that you and | could
be freed from our sins.

Peter says, "For you know that it was not with perishable
things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from
the empty way of life handed down to you from your
forefathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, a Lamb
without blemish and without spot." There are all kinds of
parallels, but one big difference. God didn't make Abraham
sacrifice his Son Isaac, and God wouldn't halt the sacrifice
of his Son Jesus.

If you have not accepted the sacrifice, the Lamb of God, by
obeying the gospel, by confessing the name of Jesus, by
turning from sins, and laying your life upon the altar by

dying to sin and being buried with Christ, NOW is the time.
Amazing Grace # 1276, Steve Flatt, August 18, 1996

Chapter 7
What Must | Do To Be Saved?

The most important question that | know is the one recorded
in Acts 16:30. It came from the lips of a Philippian jailer
who was contemplating suicide. But within a matter of
moments he was wanting a life, not just a life, he wanted
eternal life. He asked, "What must I do to be saved?"

The answer to that most critical of all human questions is the
focus of this lesson. Obviously, I want to address this
question and its answer to those who aren't Christians. There
are many who honestly don't know the answer to the jailer's
question: What must | do to be saved? More than anything
else in the world, you need not only to know the answer, but
to respond to it. Secondly, | want to address this question
and answer to Christians who do understand the reasoning
and the ramifications of your commitment. | hope this lesson
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will better equip you to share the answer to the question with
those who desperately need it. I'm very concerned about
how we effectively communicate. I'm concerned that we
often don't do a very good job of expressing just how good
the Good News of Jesus is and the beauty associated with
the way that God wants us to accept it.

Often, we assume what we think people know. We assume
what we think they understand. Many have a pat answer, but
it doesn’t answer the question. We just don’t communicate.
I love the story of the couple who had been married for 70
years and he was pretty hard of hearing. On their 70th
anniversary the little old lady leaned over to him and said,
"I'm so proud of you!" He looked around at her and said,
"I'm tired of you, too!"

I don't know about you, but I think at times I've been guilty
of spiritually speaking while being hard of hearing—not
hearing what was being asked or sensing where they were.
So helping those of us who are Christians to communicate
the answer to that question may be the most important use
of this lesson. Because folks, there is no question about the
power of the gospel. It is the power of God to convict and to
convert in any culture in any generation. If it's not doing that
in abundance, it's not because of a lack of clarity of the
signal; it would more be the way it's being transmitted.

What must | do to be saved? The entire New Testament, in
one way or another, is focused on the answer to that
guestion. Ephesians 2, the first ten verses give us a concise
and powerful description about what one must do to be
saved. Ephesians 2:1-10

1. Recognize the need.

"As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins,
in which you used to live when you followed the ways of
this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit
who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us
also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings
of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.
Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.” Folks, if
anyone is going to come to Christ, they must first see a need
for that conversion. This is where, as ambassadors of Christ,
Christians often fail. We leapfrog to an answer when we
don't have a question.

There are two broad categories of people who don't come to
Christ. The first category is those who think they are so bad
that there is no chance in the world that God could ever reach
them or save them. "You mean God could save me?" In my
experience as a preacher and as an ambassador for Christ, |
find that those people are usually easier to reach. Because
once you break through their guilt and shame and pour the
love and mercy of Christ in that opening, they begin to
loosen up.

But there's a second group that seldom comes to Christ and
this is the vast majority. Those who think I'm a good person
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and | don't really need to be saved. I'm always intrigued by
the Gallup Polls that indicate 90% of Americans say, "I'm a
Christian." Yet, that percentage is nowhere close to the
percentage of our population who assemble together, have
their name on any church roll, who read the Bible at all, who
pray or who give money to any congregation.

As you look closely at the questions they answer, you begin
to understand why they think as they do. Most of America
defines being a Christian as basically being a good person.
They've made the two things synonymous. Believe it or not,
there are tons of folks out there who think they are already
Christians just because they perceive themselves as good.

I've learned one of the most insightful questions you can ask
a person and obviously you do this tactfully as conversation
goes along. Ask them if they're going to heaven. Usually that
will startle them and they'll say, "Well, | guess | am." Then
| like to ponder, "Well tell me, why do you think you will?"
Over 90 percent of the time, the answer is 'l do a pretty good
job at work, | love my kids, I'm basically honest, | give to
the United Way and | don't break any laws." In other words,
what they're saying is: The good in my life outweighs the
bad. | deserve to be saved." They don't understand the need.
They don't understand the scope of sin. They're like Simon,
the Pharisee who answered Jesus by saying "The one who
has forgiven much, is the one who's going to love much."”
(Luke 7)

If I'm going to respond to the gospel of Jesus Christ or if |
am going to effectively communicate the gospel of Jesus
Christ, the first thing I've got to do is see the need. I've got
to discover the reality of lostness. I've got to understand that
life is not some great humanity test that's going to be graded
on the curve about how good | am in relation to everybody
else. If I'm going to respond to who Jesus is and what he has
done, it will be because I've first realized the truth, that all
have sinned and fallen short of God's glory (Romans 3:23)
and that the wages of sin is death. (Romans 6:23)

Paul says, “‘you were dead in your transgressions and sins"
(Ephesians 2:1) and “’All of us also lived among them at one
time.” (Ephesians 2:1) Until someone sees and feels the
need, he or she won't become a Christian. So step one is to
recognize the need.

2. Realize the solution.

"'But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in
mercy made us alive with Christ, even when we were dead
in transgressions—It is by grace you have been saved. And
God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the
heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming
ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace,
expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.” (Ephesians
2:4) There's the solution. Once the need is communicated,
then and only then, can we talk about a solution.

The modern American mind is: "I can pull myself up by my
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bootstraps. I'm a self-made man. | don't need anybody else
and | can take care of this problem. I'm independent.” But
the gospel message says. No, you can't take care of this
problem. It's bigger than you. You don't have what it takes
to solve it. The great news is God, who is rich in love and
mercy, has already solved the problem. "But because of his
great love for us. God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive
with Christ even when we were dead in our transgressions."

The non-Christian who really has a curious mind will ask,
"Now, I've heard about Jesus around Christmas and Easter
but just how does Christ save me? How does Jesus Christ
make me alive? Paul answered that question: "For God made
him who had no sin (that's Jesus) to be sin for our sakes, so
that in him we might become the righteousness of God." (2
Corinthians 5:21) Do you know what that's called?

Theologians and scholars call it “Substitutionary
Atonement.” That sounds awfully scholarly but it's not hard
to understand. Break it down. What does substitute mean? It
means, “One who takes the place of another.” Atonement
means "One who pays a debt for another." Jesus took your
place, he was the substitute and he atoned; he paid your sin
debt to God that you could not pay. Therefore, you share in
his righteousness. That is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the
message of Christianity.

But often we discuss how without first discussing why and
who made the how possible. The why and the who need to
be understood first. People need to know the Christ. They
need to fall in awe before the one who came from heaven's
throne room, God come in the flesh, the one who never
sinned, who hung on a dirty cross and who was treated like
he was the world's only sinner. We need to fall on our knees
when we understand who Jesus is. We don't need to walk
away smugly with some formula for salvation. Our message,
our hope and our ticket is the person of Jesus Christ.

Peter did this the first time the Gospel was preached. He
talked about the need. He helped them realize there was a
need. He showed them their sin. He told them "This Jesus,
whom you crucified," now that's showing them their sin,
isn't it? | mean he could have shown them a million more,
but he said, let's just take the most dominate one, "You
crucified the son of God." The second thing he did was to
show them the solution "God has made Him both Lord and
Christ." Then in the next verse, Peter's listeners asked in
essence the same as that all important question asked by the
Philippian jailer.  "Brothers, what shall we do? We
recognize our sin. We realize the solution is in Jesus, now.
What do we do?" That leads to step three.

3. Respond in faith.

"'For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and
this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works,
so that no one can boast." (Ephesians 2:8-9) Folks, there it
is. Scripture makes it clear that there has to be a response to
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n epomon, "lldtep, mod eivor o TapPfog yw 71O
olokavtou;" (vavtt 6)

«Otav épracav oto pEPOG mOL TOL &iye meL o Oegdg, o
APBpadp éxtioe exel éva Buolaotplo Kot TOKTONOINGE TO
&va méve Tov. 'Edeoe tov 10 Tov Ioadk kat tov £Bale oto
Bvolaotpro, mive omd 1o EHA0. Metd dnhmaoe 1o ¥épt TOL
KOl TTPE TO LaXOipl Y1 VO, GKOTMGEL TOV Y10 Tovy. (Evo. 9-
10) Tt 610 KOAG B pmopovGE Vo Kavel évav GvOpmmo va
Kével k4t t€1o10; T1 610 KaAd? H amdvinon sivon pdvo kditt
N KOTO0g OKOUO 7O TOADTIHOC amd OvTd TO ayopL.
[Mavtoduvapog Oeoc.

Avyamdc 1650 ToAD Tov Ocd; E; Oa eipion elMkpivig, o0TE Kt
Yo EEp, Yol moTé dev KANONKa va Bucldcm Tdca TOALA.
AMG T Exete KANnOel vo Buoidoete; Oa £xE1g TOPATHOEL KATL
TOADTIO Y10 GEVOL Y10, KATL, KATOL0V, OKOUO O TOADTILO;
Mepikoi amd €06, 10 KAveTe Yo Eva LITOVPYELD TOV EYEL Bpet
10 Ta0o¢ cag. £xete Pondnioel Oyl LOVO €vo ATOUO, OAAG




this grace. Grace just means the gift offered by Jesus and in
a word that response is a thing called "faith."

Again, there is a communication problem. Much of the
world has defined the word "faith,” in their own terms, “just
believe.” Just believe that Jesus is the Son of God with all
your heart, that's faith. The Bible says faith is being sure of
what you cannot see and what you may not understand.
(Hebrews 11:1) The Bible says that faith is going where God
says. (2 Corinthians 4:5)

Folks, just to ask Jesus to come into your heart as a personal
Savior is not what Ephesians 2:8-9 is saying. Read it again.
The passage says we are saved by grace through faith; not
our works and not our own merits. The Ephesians statement
is confirmed throughout the Bible, particularly the New
Testament.

To properly understand Ephesians 2:8-9, let's allow God to
define his desired faith response. There is no question that
belief is at the core of faith. He has always dictated the faith
response that he wanted. For example, when the Israelites
were being bitten by poisonous snakes, what did God want
as a faith response? Do you remember? He had Moses
fashion a bronze serpent on top of a pole and he lifted that
up. God said, "If you want to be healed from that, here's what
you do. You look at that serpent. You'll be healed."
(Numbers 21) That was the faith response. Who decided
what that faith response would be? The people? No, God
did.

Consider when the children of Israel were coming into the
Promised Land and they were about to take on Jericho, that
great walled and most fortified city. God wanted belief in
his power but he also wanted a faith response. | want you to
march around that city once a day for six days and on the
seventh day I want you to march around it seven times, and
then | want you to call out in a great shout.

What faith response did God ask of Naaman, the Syrian
leper, in 2 Kings 5 when he came down to see the prophet
Elisha? Elisha didn't even go down to see him. He just sent
word down through a messenger. He said, you tell him to go
dip seven times in the Jordan River. It was God's idea.

What faith response did God ask of Peter after he had fished
all night and he came to the shore? Jesus said, Peter, | want
you to go launch out into the deep one more time and let
down your nets.

There are countless other examples. But the question is: Did
any of those responses merit or supply the power for the
miraculous event that followed? No. No. No. Do you
understand that? The faith response didn't supply the power.
The children of Israel could have marched around the wall
of Jericho a thousand times and that wall wouldn't have
budged an inch if it weren't for the power of God. Naaman
could have dipped in the Jordan River from sun up to sun

dtopo pe dropo. AAAG Bvoio sivorl vo mopaTHOES KATL
TOAVTILO Y10 GEVA Y10, VO SMOELG 0 KATL IOV &ival akOpa
710 TOAVTILO.

6. H OQvocie dgv yiveror TavTo KATAVONTY].

Yrépyovv otrypéc mov mepmoatds pe Tov Ogd ko €xelg
EPMTNCELS AVTL Y10 ATAVTNGELS Kol 0 Bedg amAid cov Aéel,
"Agv mepalet. Aev xatorafaivels, oAAL KpaTo pe TO Yépt
Kol VTakovoé pe." Avtd éheye o Bedg otov APpadp. Agv
VrapyeL tepintmon o APpadu va katdiafe avtd To aitnpa.
Tov &iye €pBet vopitepa n vrdoyeon 6t o1 amdyovoi Tov Ba
guhoyovvtoy nécm Tov loadk. Topa o Oedg Aéet: «IInyatve
vo 6KoT®Ooelg tov Ioadk». Avtd dev €yel kavéva vOnua.
Opwc n Bucia dev éyetl mavto vompuo Ko exel peyeBdveron 1
wiom. [Tiom eivan va glcan oiyovpog yio owtd mov eAmilelg
Kol 6{yovpo yio avtd oL dev Umopeic va, ogig. XpetdleTon
miom Yo vo kdvelg onoadnmote Bucia. Kabe @opd mov
EYKOTAAEIMETE KATL TOADTIHO Y100 EGAG Y10 VO TO ODGETE OE
Kbtl wo molvtiwo yperdletar wiotn. Xpedletor OpmG
UEYOADTEPN THOTT OTOV OV UTTOPEIC VO TO KATOAAPELC.

«Eine otovg vanpéteg tov O6tav £QTOCAV GTOVE TPOTOSES
Tov 6povg Mopid: «Meive €3 pe Tov Yadapo 6Go eyd Kot
0 ayopt mnyaivovpe ekel.» (€8. 5) Eépeig ywati sipon
MENEWGUEVOG OTL €kave TO ol vmnpéteg pévouv; Eipo
TMEMEIGUEVOG OTL elvan medn EEpel OTL dTaV TPE AVTO TO
poyaipt Kol ApYLoE VO GKOTMVEL TOV Y10 TOV, 01 VN PETES Ot
wpoomabovsay vo Tov otapaticovy. O ABpady pe wiom
dgv eMPOKEITO VO OQPNOEL Timota Vo mopepuPaivel otnv
€VTOAT TOV Bg0D.

AMOG  petd eime oe  OowTOVG TOLG VENPETEC:  «Oa
TPOCKLVIGOLE Kot LeTd Ba emoTpéyoupe o€ £5dG.» (€5. 5)
Ty, «®a mpookvvicovue Kot Uetd Oa emoTpéyovue o€
godc.» O avOpmmol, avtd dev gival atdynua, dev gival
oAioOnpa g yAdocag. Aev elvar AdBog ekTOT®ON OTN
BiBAo cac. Nopilm 0t E€pm L oke@TOTAY 0 ABpadp 6Ao TO
TPOTYOVUEVO Bpddv, Tptv eUYoLV ekeivo 1o Tpi. To eddpio
EBpaiovg 11:19 pag diver o pukpn evopaon. Eine, xabdg
okeptoTay TL Bo cuvéPawve otov loadk, vmoAdyloe OTL O
®ebdc Bo Tov avaotnoetl amd Tovg vekpovg. Tote o EPpaiog
GUYYPAPENS EITE, UETAPOPIKD, AVTO OKPPMOG GUVEPT, TOV
PE Tow 0md TOVG VEKPOVC.

&0 va cov T Yo oty ko Oyt Koatavomon. ‘Exovpe
dwpdoel 100eg MOALEG 10TOpieg ot BifAo Yo dvdpeg kon
yovaikeg mov avaothOnkav omd TOLg VEKPOUG amod
mPoPNTEC, amd Tov INGod 1 amd amooTOAOVG. ATAMG
TOTELOVLE OTL dgv gival kATl omovdaio. Emtpéyte pov va
oG T KAtl, 0 ABpadp tioteve 6TL 0 Oedg Ba avéstnoe Tov
Ioadx amd Tovg vekpovg TPy 0 Oedg OVOOTAGEL KOVEVAY
a6 Toug vekpovg. H Buoia dev yiveton mdvta katavonty.

5. H Qvoia npémer va givar e0ghovtik.

O Bedg gine otov APpadp vo kavel T Bucio, aAld dev Tov
avaykace vo To Kavel. Avth glvan pio peyddn mopeénynon
axoun Kot uetald tTov Kooy Opnokevouevav. Agv vrapyet
TéT010  mPAyua Omwg akovolo Ovoio. Mepikég @opég




down and he would have still left there a leper, except for
the power of God. But when they responded in faith as God
had prescribed then His power was channeled to them. God
always determines the faith response. He always has. So,
what faith response does God demand for accepting Christ?
Let’s allow the Bible answer rather than someone’s opinion.
The Book of Acts is the only inspired book of the Bible that
gives us the pure history of the birth and the growth of the
early church. In it and it alone are the only specific details
of individual conversions of those first Christians. It’s where
to go to learn how they became a Christian. We should do
no more or no less.

I want to show you concisely all of the accounts of
conversions to Christianity found in the book of Acts. Now,
we're not going to be able to take them in their entirety so |
would encourage you in your private study to go back and
look at them in their entire and the whole context. Look at
the moments how they came to Christ and assimilate all that
data we find.

1. The day the church began when those first 3,000 asked
the question to Peter and the apostles. "When the people
heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter
and the other apostles, 'Brothers, what shall we do?'
Peter replied, 'Repent and be baptized, every one of you,
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."
(Acts 2:37-38), "Those who accepted his message were
baptized, and about three thousand were added to their
number that day." (Acts 2:41)

2. "But many who heard the message believed and the
number of men grew to about five thousand." (Acts 4:4)

3. The next reference is in the conversion of Simon, the
Sorcerer. "But when they believed Philip as he preached
the good news of the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were baptized ... And he followed
Philip everywhere, astonished by the great signs and
miracles he saw." (Acts 8:12-13)

4. The Ethiopian eunuch. "Then Philip began with that very
passage of Scripture and told him the good news about
Jesus. As they traveled along the road, they came to
some water and the eunuch said, 'Look, here is water.
Why shouldn't I be baptized?' And he gave orders to stop
the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down
into the water and Philip baptized him. When they came
up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly took
Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but
went on his way rejoicing.™ (Acts 8:35-39)

5. Saul, who would become the great apostle Paul, gives
his own testimony of what happened as he was on his
way to Damascus. "As he neared Damascus on his
journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him,

AavBoouéva avaeepdlaote oty onoislo o¢ Busia. To va
YAGEIC oL OOVAELY, Lo €MEVOLOT, TNV VYela cov, &vav
GUVTPOEO N Eva Tandi, dev givar Bucia. Topa puropel va givor
0dVVNPY, OPIKTO, TPAyKO N TO MO ONAiGl0 TPAYHO TTOV
€xete mepaoel moté, ahAd PiPAkd dev givar Bucia. O Adyog
glvat: o Buoio Tpémel va d00<i, etvar omd emAoyn, dev gival
amh®g KaTL Tov cvpPaivel. O oTawPOg Tov Incov MrTav
Bvoia. ['oti; [ati, To Sdhee. Aev énpeme va cvpfel. Otav
6€ KOAEL VoL ONKADGCELG TO 6TAVPO, 68 KaAel va S1aAEEelg
Bvaia.

6. Oc0 peyorvtepn gival 1 Ovoia, T060 peyarvtepn eivan
1N YAUKO Kol T060 peyaivtepn 1 gvloyia.

Mov apécet avtd 10 onpeio. Ag WMANGOLUE TPAOTO Yol TN
yYAOKa. O Oedc epunddioe tov ABpadp amd ) Bucio. mapeiye
éva Kpapt 6to aAcVAAL0. (€d. 13) «O dyyehog tov Kupiov
KdAece Tov ABpadpl amd Tov ovpavo yio SeVTEPT POPA Kol
eine: Opxilopon otov €0vTd pHov, Aéel 0 KOplog, 61t emedn
TO £KOVEG OVTO KOl 08V OMEKAEIGEC TOV YO OOV, TOV
HOVOY0YL0 GOV, €YM Giyovpa Oa o evAoynoet kot Bo kdvet
TOVG OmOYOVOLG GOV TOALAPIOLOVE OTTMOG TO OGTEPLY GTOV
0VPAVO KOL GOV TNV GUUO 6TV 0KPOYLaALd. Ot amdyovol Gov
Ba KuplELGOLY TIg TOAELS TV EXOPDOV TOVG, KAl HECH TMV
amoyoévev cov Ba evhoynbovv ola ta £€Bvn ot Y1, EMEdN
€0V pe vrakovoavy (I'éveon 22:15-18)

«Tote o APpodp eméotpeye GTOLG OOVAOVLS TOL KoL
Eexivnoav pali yio ™ Bnp-capeér. (€d. 19) ‘Exete okeprel
ToTé TG Evimoe 0 APpadp xotefaivoviog and ekeivo To
Bouvo; [lwg motevete 6T évimoe péypt  Beersheba; Eyete
VIOOEL TOTE TOGO KaAd e KATL TOV KAvaTE, KATL IOV ginaTte,
KATL IOV NTOV OMCTO TOL OTOV TEPTUTOVGOTE OV
UTOPOLCATE VO KPATHOETE TO YOUOYEALD OO TO TPOCOTO
o0g. Mepikég popéc amhmg Tpoywpovoes Kot heyeg: "Non!"
Mnopd vo dm Tov APpadp vo To KOVEL aVTO Kol V.
yopoyerd kabmg Bopdtav v opiia omd tov Ayyelo tov
Kvpiov. Topa Epw moéco pe poPdoar. Eépeig Tt Plove;
Bimve m yAvka g Buciac.

O1 mepiocdtepotl amd gudg eipacte 1060 gvBovolocievor
otav Pyfkape and to vepd ¢ PATTIoNC OV Uopel va givarl
N Mo YAUKIY GTIYUN G€ OAN GOG TN UvAuN. E€pelg yiori?
INori exetvn ) otrypn €éheyeg «Oe€ pov, og Busiaca tn Lom
uov, £€0aya Tov TOAO LoV OUAPTOAO EGVTO Kol TOPESMGA
TOV VEO LLOV EVTO GE GEVO.
éva. Oco peyoldtepn givan 1 Bucia 1660 peyolvtepn M
gvhoyia. O ABpadp éLaPe Tnv evioyia Tov XPOVOL TOL
®eov. AkpIPOC T OTIYUN 7OV TO YEPL CNKMVETAL,
aKpIB®C TN oTIyun oL TO poyaipt gival toywo vo
KkatéPet, «Tote 0 ®edg 1oV oTOpdTOE KOBDG O AyyEAOg
tov Kuplov povale kot gime: «Mnv anidoelg 1o yEpt
6710 ayopt, Unv Tov Kavelg timota. M (6. 10-11) X
ouvéyeln EAaPe TNV gvAOYiOL TNG EMOOKIUAGIOG TOV
®eov yo. TV onoia defalovpe oto £ddpro 12.

ot. 'Ehafe v gvloyia tng mpopnbetog tov ®gov. «O
ABpadp onkmoe to PAELUO Kot kel 6TO OAGVAMLO €ide




10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

'Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?' 'Who are you
Lord?" Saul asked. 'l am Jesus, whom you are
persecuting,' he replied.” (Acts 9:3-5) After Saul gets to
Damascus and talks with Ananias, "Immediately,
something like scales fell from Saul's eyes and he could
see again. He got up and was baptized." (Acts 9:18)

The conversion of the first Gentile, Cornelius. "Then
Peter said, 'Can anyone keep these people from being
baptized with water? They have received the Holy Spirit
just as we have.' So he ordered that they be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ." (Acts 10:46)

. "Some of the men from Cypress and Cyrene went to

Antioch and began to speak to Greeks also, telling them
the good news of Jesus. The Lord's hand was with them,
and a great number of people believed and turned to the
Lord." (Acts 11:20-21)

. "There they spoke so effectively that a great number of

Jews and Gentiles believed.” (Acts 14:1)

. Lydia came to Christ through the preaching and teaching

of Paul, "One of those listening was a woman named
Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from the city of Thyatira,
who was a worshiper of God. The Lord opened her heart
to respond to Paul's message. When she and the
members other household were baptized, she invited us
to her home." (Acts 16:14)

The Philippian jailer said, "He (the jailer) then brought
them out and asked, 'Sirs, what must | do to be saved?'
They replied, 'Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be
saved—you and your household." Then they spoke the
word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his
house. At that hour of the night the jailer took them and
washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his
family were baptized." (Acts 16:30)

"Many of the Jews believed, as did also a number of
prominent Greek women and many Greek men." (Acts
17:12)

"A few men became followers of Paul and believed."
(Acts 17:34)

"Crispus, the synagogue ruler, and his entire household
believed in the Lord; and many of the Corinthians who
heard him believed and were baptized." (Acts 18:8)

Paul comes to Ephesus and stays there for two-and-a-
half years. "And he asked them, 'Did you receive the
Holy Spirit when you believed?' They answered, 'No,
we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." So
Paul asked, 'Then what baptism did you receive?' 'John's
baptism,' they replied. Paul said, ‘John's baptism was a
baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in
the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.' On hearing
this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord

£€vo kpLapt Tacpuévo amd to kEpatd tov. ITfye ko wpe
TO KPLapt Kot To Buoiace wg OAOKADTMLA OVTL TOV Y10V
Touy. (6. 13) 'Etuye 0 kp1d¢ va mdcel To KEPATA TOL;
"H 10 mopeiye o Oeog;

7. O Ogdg gival 0 TPayRATIKOG TPOUNOEVTIIS TOV APVIOD.
«Aowmdv, o APpadp ovopace ekeivo to puépog «O Kvpiog Oa
[IpounBedoey (IexwPda-I'pé). Amokaréote 10 Pfouvo, «H
Ayovia Tov Kvpiovy, «H Kovtd Asomowvicy 1 «H Xxedov
Kataotpoen». To ovopooce, lexmpa-Tlpé. O Kbdplog Oa
[Ipovonoet.

Onowdnrote Bvoia pog (nmoet o Oedg va KAVOLLE,
otwdnrote ot o1 cag, Topéyel to apvi. Hrov avtdg mov
glye dmwoel otov APpadu 6Aa Tov ta apvid. Htav avtdg mov
elye dwoel tov loadk otov Afpadu. Avtog MTav 7OV
Eexivnoe kol €€ovclodotnoe tn Owbnkmn, Oyt o APpadyL.
Onowdnrote Bucia umopel va cog {ntioer o Bedc, va
Boudote 6tTL éxel mpounbevaoel to apvi ot {on cag. Eite
glvar o ypovog, To YpUOTA, 1) KoPOLd, TO GTITL 1 LU0 OXECT,
0 ®¢6g cag divel avtd To apvi. Otav eicot drotebeiévog va
TO TPOOPEPELG 6T0 Poud, Oa cov kdvel Tpoundeleg exatod
POpEG.

®éw va Kielow pe éva pikpd onpeio €dd mov eivol
TPAYLOTIKE (o ETEKTACT TNG oPpyNS vovpepo entd. O Oedg
€XEL PLOIKA TAPACKEL TO OMOAVTO apVvi, TO ApVvO ToL B0,
Ed®d eivon o Opopon ameikdvion evog TtOmOL 1)
npoeovicpov otny [olod Arebnkn tov Xpiotov. Exovue
Nnon e€etdoetl pepikd omd avtd. o mapdadeypa, o loadx
ovopafotav «povoyeveicy, o évag Kol Hovadikdg, O o
ayammuévog Y16¢. Inoovg, lwavvng 3:16. 'Hrtav ot
povoyeveic tov Ilatépa. Ilepipevay ypovia tov Ioadk va
@tacel exel, 01 TPOPNTES TEPIPEVAV YPOVIL KOl OUDVES VoL
¢pBet o Inoovg. O Ioadk kKANOnke va yivel 1 Bucia. T Oa
Aéyate yuo tov Incov; Otav o lodvvng o Bagtiomg tov €ide
Y Tp@TN Popd oto Kartd Imdvvny 1:29, tov koitae wot
gine: «1800 10 Apviy.

Axoun kot 10 péPog, To 6poc Mopid, dmov petapépOnke o
Ioadk yio va Buciactel, BpiokeTal akpPdg otny Kapdid TG
wOANG ¢ lepovoainu. Eivar amhdg pia métpa poakpld amod
™ B€om Tov Kpaviov, Omov 0 Apvog Tov Oeol KPERAOTNKE
0T0 GTOVPO Yo vo. eAevBepmbovpe eyd Kol €00 OO TIG
OULOPTIEG LOG.

O ITétpog Aéet: «['vopilete 611 dev Aotpmbnkate pe pOaptd
Tpdypata, 0TS Aol 1| ¥PLSd, amd Tov Kevo Tpdmo NG
OV GOG TOPUSOONKE ATd TOVE TPOTATOPES GG, GAAYL LIE TO
moAbTIHO aipe Tov XploTol, éva apvi yopig Wweyadt kot
yopic onueio». Ymapyovv OA®V TOV 0OV Ol
TOPOAANAIGHOL, OAAG pio peydAn otagopd. O @gdg dev
éxove Tov APBpadp vo Bucldcel tov Y10 tov loadk, kot o
®edg dev Ba otapatovoe ™ Buoia Tov Y100 Tov Incod.

Edv dev éxete odgytel ™ Ovoia, to Auvdé tov ®egov,
VILAKOVOVTOG GTO EVAYYEALD, EEOLOAOYADVTAG TO GVOLLO TOV




Jesus.™ (Acts 19:2-5)

15. ™I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must
turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord
Jesus." (Acts 20:21)

16. And then finally the last one. Paul once again recounts
his conversion experience and said, "I fell to the ground
and heard a voice say to me, 'Saul! Saul! Why do you
persecute me?' 'Who are you, Lord?' | asked. 'l am Jesus
of Nazareth, whom you are persecuting,' he replied. My
companions saw the light, but they did not understand
the voice of him who was speaking to me. 'What shall |
do, Lord?" I asked. 'Get up,' the Lord said, 'and go into
Damascus. There you will be told all that you have been
assigned to do."" Ananias asked Saul, "And now what
are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized and wash your
sins away, calling on his name." (Acts 22:16)

That may have been a little lengthy, but | wanted you to see
it for yourself. Nine different times in those conversion
accounts, all that we find in the book of Acts, we're told that
the people believed and obviously they did. Three different
times we're told that they repented and the word, "repent,"”
means "to turn,” to turn away from the world and turn
toward Jesus Christ. Ten different times, we're told they
were baptized. The word, "baptized," means to be immersed,
to be dunked or dipped, meaning the total body going
beneath the water. When one is raised from the water,
resurrected, he came out walking into a newness of life. By
the way, each time they were baptized, it wasn't a week later
and it wasn't a month later, it was immediately. Now, what
faith response does God set forth for coming to Christ?

I realize that much of the world asked “Do you really believe
God requires baptism as a part of faith response for
accepting Christ?" They could also ask “Do you really
believe that Moses and the Israelites were required a look at
the bronze snake as their faith response?” “Do you really
believe that God required the Israelites to march around that
city like idiots once a day for six days and seven times on
the seventh day?” “Do you really believe God expected
Naaman to dip seven times in the Jordan?” “Do you really
believe he wanted Peter to go out after fishing all night and
cast those nets one more time?” Do you really believe God
wants the response He requested from all those people for
their physical healing or the response He demands of us for
our spiritual healing, the forgiveness of our sins. Of course
the answer is God expects man to obey Him based upon
knowledgeable faith.

A few other verses should put everything in perspective
about the way God desires us to respond to Him in faith.
""Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but
whoever does not believe will be condemned.” (Mark
16:16) But, what is the purpose for baptism? "Or don't you
know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were

Incov, anostpépovtag Tig apaptieg kot BETovtag T Lo oag
oto Buclaotiplo webaivovtag oty apaptio Kot Bdfovtag

pe tov Xpiotd, TQPA eivai 1o ypdvog.Amazing Grace # 1276, Steve
Flatt, 18 Avyovotov 1996

KedbaAato 7

Tvrpémer va KAvo Yo va c00;

H mo onuavikn gpdon mov yvopilo elvar avty mov
kataypaeeton otig [pa&eig 16:30. [Iponibe amd o yeiin
evog  Dikinmov  deopo@OAoke OV GKEPTOTOV vVl
aVTOKTOVNOEL. AAAG péoa og Alyeg otiypég nbeke o Lo,
oyt amhog po {on, 10eie amvia (on. Potos: « Tt tpénet
va Kavo yio va 6o0d;»

H amdvinon og awtod to mo kpicuo amd 6Aa ta. avlpomiva
epoOTRUOTA €lval TO EMIKEVIPO OVTOV TOL HOONUOTOG.
[poeavmg, 0EA® Vo amevbive ovTHY TNV EPOTNON Kot TNV
amavINon ¢ o€ 0covg dev gival Xplotiovoi. YTapyovv
moAlol mov lKpvd dev yvopilovv TNV amdvinon otnv
gpmtnon tov decpovraka: Ti mpémer va kévo yu va
cwbo; [lepiocdtepo amd oTIONTOTE GALO GTOV KOGUO, OEV
yperaletar povo vo yvopilete v andvinon, oAAd Kot vo
amOVINGCETE o€ avTNV. Aghtepov, BEAm va amevBive ovtiv
TNV €POTNOT KOl VO OTOVINGWO OTOLG XPLoTIVoOS oL
KATOAOPOIVOUY TO OKEMTIKO KOl TIC TPOEKTAGELS TIG
déopevong ocog. EAmilo 6t avtd to pabnpo 6o cog
eEomhicel KOAVTEPO Y10 VO LOIPAGTEITE TNV AAVTNOT| TNV
EpAOTNON e 6G0VE TN YPEBLOVTOL AMEYVOGUEVA. AVNGUYD
TOAD Y10 TO TG EMKOWMVOOUE OTOTEAECUATIKA. Me
avnovyet 0tTL Guyva

Yvyvd, vrobétovpe aVTO TOL TMGTELOLUE OTL Ol dvBpmmol
yvopiouv. YmoBétovpe ovtd Tov mWoTEVOLUE  OTL
kataiofaivovyv. TloAhoi égovv pia gvyevikn amdvinon,
AALG OEV AmOVTA GTNV EPATNGCT. ATADC dEV EMKOIVOVOVLLE.
Aatpedo Vv 1oTopia Tov {EVYOPLOD TOL NTOV TAVIPEUEVO
v 70 xpdvia. Kot Tov opKeETE SUGKOAO VO OKOVGTEL. XTIV
70m eméTeld TOVG, N WIKPT NAKIOWUEVT Kupio E0KVYE KOVTA
tov kot gine: "Eipon 1660 mepneavn v 6éval" Tnv koitale
YOp® g kot tng eine: «Ki eyd oe Papédnkal»

Agv EEpm Y100 €60C, 0AAG vopilm 6Tl KOTA Kopovg MOV
£€V0Y0G TOL LWAOVGO TVEVUOTIKA EVAD OEV OKOVOVGO — OEV
drovco avtd ToL TOovg (NTOovGOV N dev coBAVONKL TOV
Bpiokovtav. Emopévmg, to vo fondncovpe 660vg amd gpdig
glpaote Xprotovol va EMKOVOVIIGOVLE TNV ATAVINOT GE
LTV TNV EPMTNON UTOPEL Vo €lvatl 1) O OMULOVTIKY XPIoN
avtoL Tov poabnuotoc. Emeldn Aaoi, oev tifetan Oépa yio
dvvapn tov evoyyehov. Eivor m dvvaun tov ®Oeov va
Katadlkalel kot vo  TpoonAvtilel G€  OMOLOVONTOTE
TOAMTIGUO GE omoladnmote yevid. Edv dgv 10 kdvel avtd og
apBovia, Ogv ogeihetar otV EAAEWYT GCOQNVEWG TOL
onuatog. Ba Mtav meptocdTEPO 0 TPOTOG LE TOV OO0




baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him
through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too
may live a new life. If we have been united with him like
this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in
his resurrection.” (Romans 6:3-5:1)

Paul says, the reason God chose to incorporate it as part of
the faith response, contingent upon belief, contingent upon
repentance and a turning to God, is to re-enact the very
death, burial and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Peter gave the
same reason when he was talking about Noah and how he
was saved because of his faith response, when God sent that
great flood upon the earth. "And that water symbolizes
baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt
from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward
God." (1 Peter 3:21) There's nothing magical about the
water. It's not holy. It's not what it does physically by taking
away anything dirty or unclean. Its whole purpose is “The
pledge of a good conscience toward God” Why? Because
it's fulfilling, the faith response that God has asked for.

There are a lot of friends who very respectfully and honestly
disagree with what I've shared with you, despite all that I've
shared and the reasoning behind it. Going back to our
passage in Ephesians 2:8-9, where it says, "For by grace are
you saved through faith—and this not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God—not of works, lest anyone should boast." They
say, "But baptism is a work, it's a work."

Let me show you one last verse as we summarize everything
up "He saved us, not because of righteous things we had
done, but because of his mercy." (Titus 3:5) See it's not by
what we do. It's not our power. It's his mercy. He is the
power. "He saved us through the washing of rebirth and the
renewal of the Holy Spirit." (Titus 3:6) Baptism has nothing
to do with working; it has everything to do with submission.
It has everything to do with faith. It means nothing apart
from belief. It means nothing apart from Jesus Christ.
Baptism is simply the faith response connecting us to the

great power that saves us from our sins. Amazing Grace #1273,
Steve Flatt July 21, 1996

petadidetat.

Tv wpéner va kévo yoo vo cobo; OAdKAnpn 1 Kown
Al0OMKn, pLE TOV Eva 1 TOV GAAO TPOTO, EMKEVIPDOVETUL GTNV
amavINon o€ avto 10 epdtnua.Epeciovg 2, ta mpdta déka
€00.(10, Lo STVOLV 10 GUVOTITIKT KOl IGYVPT TTEPLYPAPT] Y10
TO TL TPENEL VOl KAVEL KOELS Yo va cmBel. Epeciovg 2:1-10

4. Avayvwpicte TV avaykn.

«Oco yi0 ecdg, Noaoctav vekpoi ot Tapafdcels Kot Tic
apoptieg oag, otig omoieg {ovoate 6TOV akolovBoboate TIC
0000¢ 0LTOV TOL KOGLLOL KOl TOL GPpYOoVTa TOV Bactieion Tov
a€paL, TOL TVEVLLATOG OV TMPA. evePYEl o€ avTovg mov OAot
pog Cobooape emiong avapecd Tovg KAmoww oTiyun,
TKOVOTIOIDVTOG TOLG TOOOVE TG OUOPTOANG PVONG HUOG KoL
axolovBmvrag T1g embopiec kot 11 okéyelg g Onmg ot
VIOAOITOL, NUAGTAV amd TN PVOT LOG AVTIKEILEVO OpYNO».
[Moudid, av kKamotog Tpokettal vo Epbet atov Xpiotod, Tpémel
TPMTO, VO, SEL TNV AVAYKT AVTAC TG MeTacTpoenc. Edd, mg
mpecPevtég  tov  Xpotov, ot XpoTwvoli  cuyva
amotuyyavovv. Ilpoywpbpe oe pio amdvinon otav Oev
£€yovpe epATNOM.

Yrdpyovv 600 peydrec xotnyopieg ovOpdmwv mOL dgV
épyovtal otov Xpiotd. H mpdn katnyopia eivon ekeivol mov
motevovy OTL gival TO60 Kakol mov dgv LVEAPYEL Kapio
mOovOTNTO GTOV KOGUO VO TOVG PTACEL TOTE 0 Bedg 1 Vo
TOVG OMGEL. «AEC VO Le 6GEL 0 OedC;» Amd v gumelpia
HOV ®¢ 1EPOKNPVKOS KOl MG TPECPELTHS TOV XPLGTOL,
dwmotdve o0tL avtol ot dvBpormotr eivar cuvnbmg mo
€0K0A0 Vo TpoceyYlotoby. ot pokig Eemepdoelg Tig evoyég
KO TV VIPOTN TOVG Ko YOGELG TNV 0ydrn Kot 10 EAEOC TOV
Xp1o100 o€ 0wt TO dvoryua, apyilovv vo YoAapdVoLV.

AMG vdpyer o SO TEPT) OGS TTOV GTLAVIN £PYETOL OTOV
Xp1oT0 KOl 0Vt EIVOL T CUVTPUTTIKY| TAEOYNPia. AVTol TOV
moTevOLV OTL gipol kKaAdg dvBpmmog kot dev ypetdleTon
mpayuotikd  vo ocwbm. Ildvto upe wiptykdpovv ot
dnpookomioels tov Gallup mov deiyvouv 611 T0 90% TV
Apepwavov Aéet, «Eipor Xpiotiovogy. Qo16c0, avtd 10
1060otd dev elvar movbevd KOVTA GTO TOGOGTO TOV
TANOveHoY pog Tov cuykevipavetal pali, el To Gvoud Tov
o€ kd0e ekKANGC100TIKO KaTdA0YO0, Tov droffalel kaBolov
Bifro, mov mpocevyetoar M TOv Oivel ypPNUOTO  OF
0To100MTOTE EKKANGIaL.

Kobhg kottdg mpooektikd TG EPOTNOELS TOV OTAVTOVV,
apyileic vo kataAafaivelg yioti okéPToviol Omme KOGvouv.
To peyaAbtepo pépog g Aupepikng opilel to vo gioon
xpoTIovog ®¢ Pactkd va eicot koddg dvOpomoc. ‘Eyxovv
Kavel ta 000 mpayuoto cuvavoue. Eite to miotedete site
oL, VIEapyoLY ToAOTL AvOpmmotl kel EE® OV ToTEHOLV OTL
glvar  Mon  Xprotwavol  pOvVO Kol HOVO  EMELON
AVTIAOUPBAVOVTOL TOVG EQVTOVS TOVE KAUAOVC.

Exw pdaber pio omd Tig mo SlopoTikEG EPMOTNCELS TOV

Umopeite Vo KAVETE G€ €va ATOUO KOl TPOPAVAOS TO KAVETE
avtd pe OlokprtikdTNTo. KoODC mpoywpd M ovlHtnon.




Potote toug av mdve otov mapddeico. Xvuvnbwg avtd Bo
Tovg Tpopdel ko Ba movv, "Aowodv, vrobBétw Ot gipan'.
Metd pov apécel va oxéptopat, "Aowmdv, meg Hov, yoti
vopilelg 6t Ba to kavels" [avo and to 90 toig ekatd TV
MEPUTTAOCEWMV, 1] amdvTnon ivol «Kdvo mold KaAn dovield
GTN QOVAELL, AYOmT®d TO, TOOLA LoV, Elpon Pactkd EIMKPIVAG,
dtve oto United Way kot 6gv mapofaive kavéva vopo». Me
Ao Aoy, avtd mov Aéve givar To kodd ot (on pov
vreptepel Tov Kakov. AEILm va cmbdh." Aev kataiafaivovy
v avaykn. Aev katoloPaivouv to €0pog Tng apopTiog.
Modlovv pe tov Zipwva, Tov apicaio Tov andvince GTov
Incov Aéyovtag "Avtdc mov €xel cuyxwpNoeEl TOAD, gival
ovTog oL !

Av mpoKertal vo ovTomokpldd o610 gvayyédlo Tov Inoov
Xp1o100 1N 0V TPOKELTOL VO LETOODO® OTOTELECUATIKO TO
guayyéAlo Tov Inocov Xp1oto, 10 TPMOTO TPAYLLO TOL TPEMEL
va Kavo givor va dm v avaykn. [lpénet va avakaldyo v
TpaypoTikdTTe TG amdielag. [Ipémel va kotorlapom ot M
Con dgv eivar éva peyddo teot avipomidc mov 6Oa
BaBporoynBet otnv Kapmdin yio to TOcO KOAOG gipon o
oyéomn 1e OAOVG TOVG GAAOLG. AV TPOKELTOL VO OTOVTIOM
670 1o10¢ ivar o Inoodg kat TL £xel kavel, Ba gival enedn
TPOTO. cvvewnTomoinca v aAnbewa, OtL OAol €yovv
OpopTRoEL Kol otepobivian T 86&a Tov Beov (Popaiovg
3:23) ko 611 0 WoBoOg Tov 1M opaption eivor Bdvatoc.
(Popaiovg 6:23)

O Iadrog Aéel, «NoAOTAV VEKPOL OTIG TAPAPACELS KOl TIG
apaptiec cac» (Egeciovg 2:1) xor «Olot pog Covoope
avapecd toug kdmola otrypn.» (Epeciovg 2:1) Méypt va det
KATO10¢ KOl VO VIOGEL TNV ovayKn , awtdc 1 ot dev Oal
viver ypotiavoég. To mpadto PrAuo Aowmdv  eivor va
avayvopicovLE TNV avayK.

5. XuvelonrtomoujoTe TN Ao

«AME MOY® TG HEYAANG TOV aydmnG Yo i, o Ogdc, o
mhoOo10G o€ €leog, pag ékove {oviovovg pe tov XpioTo,
aKouN Kot OTa NUaoTOV vekpol og mopafdoeic—iue xapn
omOnkes. Ko o @gdg pag avéotnoe poli pe tov Xp1oto kot
kéboe pog poli tov oto ovpdvia Pocilel ev Xpiotd
Incov, Tpokeévon GTOVG ETOUEVOVS OIMVEG Vo dei&el Tov
ATOPAIAAD TAOVTO TNG XAPNG TOV, TOV EKPPALETAL UE TNV
KaAOGUV TOV TTPog eUdg ev Xpiot® Incob.» (Epeciovg 2:4)
Avt elvan n Avom. Mol yvoatomombei n avdykn, TOTe Kot
puovo tétE, PTOPOVLE VO LUANGOVUE Yiow AVGT.

To oVyypovo oapepikavikd pLOAO eival "Mmopd va
oNKOG® ToV €0TO Hov amd TG umdteg pov. Eipar évag
aVTOONUIOVPYNTOG GvBpomog. Aev ypeldlopor Kovévoy
AoV Kol umop® vo, epovTicm ovtd to TPoPfinua. Eipot
aveEdptnrog." AALG To uvopa tov Evayyediov Aéet. Oy,
dev umopeite va avTipeTonicete avtd 10 TpoPAnua. Eivor
peyodlnTepo amd céva. Aegv €xete 0,11 ypetdleTon yio va, TO
Mooete. Ta peydia véa eitvar 6TL 0 Oed¢, Tov givol TAOVG10G
o€ ayamn Ko €Aeog, £xel NON Avoel o TPoOPAnua. "AAAG
AOY® NG HeYOANG aydmng Tov Yo epds. O @gdg, 0 TAOVG10G




og éleog, nag ékave {wvtavoig e tov Xprotd akoun Kot
OTOV NUOOTOV VEKPOL OTIg Topafacels pog."

O un Xprotiovog Tov €xel TPayHOTIKG Tepiepyo poodd Oa
potoel, "Topa, & axodoel yw tov Incod ybipow ota
Xpiotovyevva kot to I1doyo, oAld ToOg pe cmlel 0 Xp1oTog;
Iag pe kdver o Inoovg Xprotoc va {w; O [Madrog andvinoe
og avt) Vv gpoton: "Ta tov Oed ékave avtdv Tov dev
glye apoptia (awtog eivar 0 Incode) va givarl apaptio yio
YOPN LOG, VIO VO YIVOULE HEGO TOV 1) S1KALOGUVT TOV BE0V.)»
(2 KopwvBiovg 5:21) Eépete mdg AéyeTan avto;

Ot  0Beoldoyor ko1 Ol  HEAETNTEG TO  OMOKOAOUV
«Ymoxoataotatiky E&lémony». Avtd akovyston omaicio
EMOTNUOVIKO, 0ALA Oev glval SUGKOAO Vo TO KOTAAGPELS.
Zrdote to. Tr onuaivel vrokatdotato; Znpoaivel: «Kdamwolog
mov 7waipvel T 0éom evog dArovy. EEéwmon onuaivel
«Kdmolog mov mAnpdvel éva ypéog yu €vav dAiovy. O
Incovg mpe 1t Béom cov, ATV O CVIIKATOCTATNG KoL
eEémoe. mMNpwoe T0 ¥PEOC NG apapTig 6ov otov Bgd
OV dgV UTOPOVGES Vo TANPOoELS. Emopévag, cuppetéyete
ot dkowooHvn tov. Avtd givar to Evayyého tov Incov
Xp1oTtov, To VUL TOV XPIoTIOVIGLOV.

Yuyvd opmc cuintape Tdg, Ywpig TPOTA va cuLNTHGOVLE
YTl Kol 010G £K0ve To OG0 dvvetd. To yiati kot To oot
wpénel vao. katavonbobv mpdta. Ot avBpwomol mpémel va
yvopicovv tov Xpioto. [pénetl va vidBouvv déoc unpoctd o
avTtdVv oL NPBe amd v aibovsa Tov BpdVoL TOV oVPAVOD,
0 Bgbg vo épbel e oapka, ovTdS TOV TOTE dEV OUAPTNOE,
OV KPEUAOTNKE GE évav PPAOUIKO GTOLPO KOl OV TOV
oEpOnkav cav va NTav o udvog apapT@AdS GTOV KOGLO.
[Ipénel vo yovoticovpe otov KotaAdfovue mwolog givat o
Incovg. Aev yperdleTar va @OYOLUE OQVTAPECKN HE KATOLL
©opuovAa cwtnpiag. To pRvopd pog, 1 eATida pog Kot To
gIo1TP10 pog eivar to Tpdcwmo Tov Incov Xpiotov.

O [I€tpog to £kave anTo TNV TPOTN Popa Tov KNPLYXONKE TO
Evayyéhio. Miknoe yio v ovdaykn. Tovg Ponbnoe va
ouveldnTonomoovy Ot vpye ovaykn. Tovg €dei&e tnv
apaptio. tovg. Tovg eine «Avtdg o Incovg, tov omoio
GTAVPMGED», TOPA TTOV TOVG OELYVEL TNV OUAPTIO TOVG, £TOL
dev givar;, Evwod 011 B0 pmopovoe va toug iye dgiet va
EKOTOUUOPLO TTEPLGGOTEPO, AALA EITE, O.G TAPOVE ATAMG TO
O KVPLapPy0, «ZTOPOGES TOV Y10 ToV Oob». To devtepo
TPAYUO, TOV £KOVE TV Vo Tovg dgiet T Abon «O Begdg Tov
éxave ko Kopro kot Xp1oto». X cvvéyela, 6Tov ETOUEVO
oTiY0, 01 akpoatég tov [1€Tpov €kavav otnv ovcia to id10
HE €KElVI TN ONUOVTIKY epMTNON Tov ékove o DIAinmng
deopopvrakag. "Adépeia, TL va kavovue; Avoyvopilovue
v opaptio pog. KotodaBaivoope 611 1 Adon Ppioketon
otov Incov, tdpa. Tt kavoupe;" Avtd odnyel oto Tpito
Pripo.

6. Amavtiote pe mioT).
«A10TL pE TN (6PN cdONKES, HEC® TNE THOTNG—KOL ALTO Oyl
Ao TOV E0VTO GOV, Elval dmPo Tov Beov—oytL Ue £pya, Yio




va unv propel kaveig va kowynoel.» (Epeoiovg 2:8-9) Aaol
, exel etvat. H I'paen| kabiotd capéc dtL mpénel va vmapéet
AmAVINGT o€ AT TN XapTn. XApN CNUAIVEL ATANDC TO dMDPO
oV TPOSPEPEL 0 INcovg Kkat pe pa AéEn avtn N ardvinon
glvar éva TpAypo Tov oVOpALeETal «TGTN.

Kot o, vrapyet éva mpoPinua emucowvoviag. Meydro
HéEPOg ToL KOoUOL £xel opicel ) AéEn «mioTn», UE TOLG
S1KOVG TOV OpovG, oAl TioTeye». ATAG TOTEYTE OTL O
Incovg eivar 0 Y106 tov g0l pe 6An oag v Kapdid, ovtd
elvan miom. H Bifrog Aéer 611 n miotn eivonr va eioo
Giyovpog yio avTd TOL dEV PUTOPEIS VOl OELG KoL Y10, VTO TTOV
umopei v unv katorapeic. (EPpaiovg 11:1) H Bifiog Aéet
ot M Tiotn mnyaivel exel mov Aéel o Oede. (2 KoprvBiovg
4:5)

[odié, o va {nmoete and tov Incod va épbet otnv Kapod
00G (OC TPOCOTIKOC ZMTAPOG OV €lvarl avTd TOV AEEL TO
Eopeciovg 2:8-9. Awpdote 1o Eovd. To amdomacpo Al 6Tt
omlOUAoTE e TN XApN HEC® TNG TOTNG. OYL TOL EPYOL oG Kot
oyt To dwcd pag mieovektipota. H dMAwon tov Egecimv
emPefoardveror oe 6An ™ Bipro, dwaitepa oty Kown
AwBnKm.

INo vo katavoncovpe cwotd ta £ddeio Epeciovg 2:8-9, ag
empéyoupe otov Bgd va opioel v emBounty| mictn TOL.
Agv vrapyel apeiforio 6T 1 miotn Ppioketor oTov TUPNVA
m¢ wiotg. Idvta vraydpeve v amdvinon mictng mov
Nnbeke. T mapdderypa, otav ot Iopaniiteg daykmdvoviov
amd MAntnpuddn eidw, T NBere o Bedg G amdvrnon
mwiomg, Ouudoou? 'Efaie tov Movon va otudéel éva
YOAKWVO @101 v amd €va Kovtdapt Kot 1o onkoce. O Ogdg
gine, "Av 0éAelg va yiotpevteig amd avtd, opioTe TL KAVELS.
Koita&e avto 1o ¢idl. Oa yiatpevteic." (Apuoi 21) Avty
Ntav n andvnon g wiotng. [lowog anopdcice mola Bo fTav
avt) 1 ondvinon zwiotg O dvBpomor? Oy, o Ogdc t0
£KOVE.

Yxepteite mwote To moudid tov lopank Epyovtav otn I'n g
Enayyediog ko empokerto vo kataddfovv v lepiyo,
eKelvn TN HEYAAN mepTelIcéV Kot o oyvpn woAn. O
®edg Nbeke miotn otn dOvaun tov, akAdd MBeke emiong pia
andvtnon nictne. Oéhm va mepnatdte YOp® and avTiV TNV
TOAN o @opd TNV Nuépa yioo £EL nuépeg Kot TV £Pooun
pépa BEA® va TEPLPEPETE YOP® OO VTNV ENTA POPES, KOt
petd 0Ehm va povacete pe pio peydan kpooyn.

[Towa amdvtnon miotng {noe o Oedg amd tov Neepdv, Tov
XOplo Aempod, oto B' Bacihéwv 5 6tav katéfnke va o€l Tov
apoenm EMoaio; O EMooaié odte kav katéPnke va tov
del. MoMg éotethe unvopa péocw® evog ayyehoopov. Eine,
Tov Aeg va mhel vo Poutnéel entd POpEG GTOV TOTAUO
Iopddvn. Htov 18éa Tov Bgov.

[owa amévtnon miotng {Nmoe o Bedc and Tov [1ETpo apov
glye yapéyel 6An ) viyta kot ple oty akty; O Incoig
gine, [Tétpo, 06A® va Pyeig GAAN Lo opd ota Pabid Kot va
pi&eig Ta diyTva Gov.




Ynapyovv apétpnta dAha mtapadeiypota. AAAG TO EpOTN LN
glvar: Kamowa and avtég tig amavmoeig a&ille N mapeiye
dvvapn ywo o Bavpaotd yeyovog mov axoAiovdnoe; Oyt
Oy1. To xatoroPaivelg avtd; H ambdvinon miotng oev
mapeiye ™ dvvoun. Ta Toudud tov Iepand Bo pmopovoay va
glyav mEPTATAOEL YOP® 0O TO TelY0g TG lepyyd yhddeg
@opég kat awtd 1o Telyog dev Ba eiye kovvnBel obte o
tvtoa av doev vmnpye 1 Svvaun tov Beov. O Negudv Oa
umopoveoe vo fovtéel otov motapd lopddvn and tov Ao
péxptn dHom Tov nAiov ko Ba eiye apnoet exel évav Aempo,
eKTOg amd TN duvaun tov Oeov. Otov dumg andvinoay pe
mwiomn Omwg eixe opicel o BOgdg, 10Te M dvvaun Tov
Swoyetevbnke oe ovtovg. O Ogog kabopiler mhvto TV
andvinon g miomc. Ildvta €éxel. Aowmdy, mowo amdvinon
wiomg amottel 0 Oedg yuo v amodoyn Tov Xp1otod; Ag
eMTPEYOLHE TNV amdvinon ¢ Biprov kat oyt ) yvoun
Kdémolov. To Bifiio tov Ilpdéemv tov Amostdrhmv gival To
uévo eumvevouévo Piprio g Bifrov mov pog diver v
Kkafapn 16Topia TNG YEVVNONG KoL TNG OVATTTUENC TG TPDTNG
ekKAnoiog. Xe ovtd Kot povo glval o1 HOVES GUYKEKPILEVES
AETTOUEPEIEG TOV LELOVOUEVOV LETAGTPOPDV EKEIVOV TOV
apotev Xpotwovav. Eival 1od va mdte yio vo pdbete mog
£yvav xploTiovol. Agv Tpémel vo kévovpe 00Te TeEPIocOTEPA
ob1e Ayotepo.

Oéo va oo delEm cvvomTiKd OAEG TIC OPNYNOES TMOV
LETAGTPOO®OV GTOV XPIOTIOVIGHO 7oV Ppiokoviol o©To
Brio tov Ipafewv tv Amoctoérwmv. Topa, dev Oa
UTOPECOVUE VO TOL TAPOVUE GTO GUVOAD TOLG, YU avTd Ot
GOG TOPOTPUVA OTNV OIOTIKN GOG HEAETN VO EMGTPEYETE
KOl Vo, T0, EEETAGETE GTO GUVOAD TOVE KL GE OAOKANPO TO
mhaiclo. Aeite Tig otiyuég nig Mpbav otov Xpiotd kot
AQOUOIDGTE OAL 0VTE T, dedopéva Tov BpicKovpe.

1. Tnv nuépa mov Eekivnoe 1 ekKANGio OTav 0V TOl 01 TPMTOL
3.000 éxovav v epotnon otov [létpo kol tovg
amootorlove. «Otov 0 KOOUOC TO GKOVGE  OLTO,
amoyontevTnke Kot gime otov [1éTpo Ko oTovg dAlovg
amooTOAOVG: «Adehpoi, TL va, kdvovue;». O Ilétpog
andvinoe: «Metavonote kol Paotioteite, o Kabévog
G0g, oto Ovopa tov Incov Xpiotol yia ™ deeon TV
apoptiov cag. Kar Oa AdPete to ddpo tov Ayiov
ITvevpatog.» (Ilpdéeig 2:37-38), " Voot déytnkav to
PAVOUG TOL Ba@TioTnKaY Kol TEPITOV TPELS YIMADES
TPOooTEONKAV 6TOV aplOUd TOVG EKElVI TNV MUEPOY.
(ITpd&erg 2:41)

2. «AMG ToAAol oL GKovoaV TO UVLLO TCTEYAV KOl O
aplBpog tTov avopmv ovéndnke ot mévie YUMAdEG
nepinovy. ([lpaeig 4:4)

3. H endpevn avopopd givar 6t LeTATpOom) TOV LAUOV, TOV
Madyov. «Otav opmg wicteyav tov dilmmo kabdg
KAPLTTE To KOAG véa TG Pactreiog tov Bgov Kot 10
ovopo. tov Incod Xpwotov, Paetiomkav... Kot
axolovOnoe tov dilmmo movIov, £KMANKTOG Omd To
ueyaho onueio kot Oavuato mov idey. (Ipaceig 8:12-




13)

4. O Aiomag evvovyog. "Tote o Oidimrog dpyloe pe avTod
akplpdg 10 amdomacua ¢ I'pagnc kot tov gime ta
KaAd véa yuo tov Incot. Kabmg ta&idevav 610 dpopo,
£€pTacav og Ayo vepd Kot o vvovyog eine: "Koita, edm
elvan vepd. Tati va unv Baptiotd ?' Kot édmoe evioan
vo otapaticovv to dppa. Tote watéPfnkov kor o
dilrnog Kot 0 gvvovyog 6To vepd Kot o ilmmog Tov
Baoptice. Otav Pynkav and 10 vepod, to [lvedupa tov
Kvpiov mpe Eapvikd tov Oidimmo, Kot 0 euvodyog dev
€lde avtdc WA, OAAG ocvvéyloe TO OpPOUO  TOV
yopovuevosy (TTpaéeig 8:35-39)

5. O ZaovA, o omoiog Ba ywotav o peydrog amdGTOAOC
IMavAog, divel tn d1KN ToL paptvpio Yo TO TL GVVERT
kaBadg myoawve ot Acpaockd. "KabBbg minciale
Aopacko oto Taéidl Tov, Eaevikd &va Q¢ amd ToV
ovpavo Ehapye yopm tov. ‘Emece o610 £00poc Ko
dcovce pio @V va, Tov AEet: "XaoVA, ZaoVA, Yiatl pe
dwnkelg;" «llowog eiocon Kopie;» O Zaovh potnoe: «Eym
gipor o Inoovg, TOoV 0moi0 KOTUOUDKELD», OTAVINGE.
(ITpa&erg 9:3-5) Apod o XaoVA éptace otn Aopacko
Kol ANoeL pe Tov Avavia, «Apéomc, kdtt cav Aémo
€ME0E OMO TO PATIO TOL XOOVA Kot UTOPOoDGE Vo O€l
Eavd. Enkodnke kot Baptiomnkey». ([Ipa&eig 9:18)

6. H petaotpopn tov tpatov EBvikov Kopviiiov. "Tote o
[1étpog eine: "Mmopel kaveic va eUIodiceL 0VTOVG TOVG
avBpomovg va Paetictodv pe vepd; ‘Exyovv AdPer to
Aywo TIlvevpo omog kor eueic." Atétage Aoutdv va
Bagptiotovv 610 dvopa tov Incod Xpiotov.» (Ilpdéeig
10:46).

7. «Megpikol and tovg dvipeg amd v Kvmapicoia kot v
Kvopivn mmyav oty Aviidyeio Kot dpyioov vo JAGvE
kot o 'EAANvec Aéyovtac Toug ta KaAd véa tov Incov-
T0 ¥épt Tov Kvpiov frov pali toug, kot moAdg KOGUOG
mioteye kot otpapnke otov Kopro. " (llpa&eig 11:20-
21)

8. «Exel phovcav 1060 OmMOTEAEGUOTIKG, TTOL TGTELOV
ueyaroc apBudc EPpaiov kor EOvikavy. (Ilpd&eic
14:1)

9. H Avdio npOe otov Xpiotd LEG® TOL KNPUYLOTOC KOLTNG
duackariog tov [Tavhov, «Mia amd aVTEG TOL dKovyaV
Ntav o yovaike mov Aeyotav  Avdia, E€umopog
TOPPLPOV VPOUGUATOV Ao TNV TOAN TV Ouateipwv, N
omoio. tav Adtpng tov Ogob. O Kiprog avoiée v
KapdLd TNG Y10, VO, OOVTIOEL 6TO Pvupe tov Tlaviov.
Otov avty kou To péAN NG GAANG OIKOYEVELNG
Bagptiomkav, poc kdieoe oto omitt ™e." (Ipaeig
16:14)

10. O O®winang deopogvraxog eime:  «Exeivoc (o
deopo@OLakag) Toug £Byaie Kot Tovg patnoe: «Kopiot,
TL TPEMEL VO KAV® Yo va cwbm;». Exegivol ardvincav:




«ITioteye otov Kipilo Incov, kat Bo cmbeic — eob kot
10 omtikd covy. Tote gimav tov Adyo Tov Kupiov ce
aVTOV Kol 68 OAOLG TOVG GAAOVG 6TO omitt Tov. Exeivn
™V AP TG VOYTOG 0 OEGLOPVANKAG TOVG TTIPE KOt TOVG
émAvve TIG TANYEG: TOTE OUECMG aVTOG Kot OAN 1
owkoyéveld tov Pagtiotnravy. (ITpd&eig 16:30)

11."TIToALol amd Tovg lovdaiovg micTeyay, Onmg eniong Kot
moAléG empavelg EAAnvideg kot molhoi ‘EAlnveg
dvopec." (Ilpa&eig 17:12)

12. «Aiyolr avdpeg €ywav axoilovbor tov IMadrov o
nioteyavy. (Ilpaeig 17:34)

13. «O Kpiomog, o apynyodg g cuvoywyng, Kot OAo To
omtikd tov mioteye otov Kvpro: kot morrol amd toug
KopivBiovg mov tov dkovcav, wioteyav kol
Bagptiomkavy. (Ipaé&eig 18:8)

14. O IMavlog épyetar otnv ‘Epeco kot péver exel y
dvoet ypovia. «Kar tovg potnoe: AdPate 10 Aylo
[Ivebpo otav miotéyate; Exelvor amdvinoav: «Oyu,
obte kav akovoope Ot vmdpyet Ayo Ilvedporn. O
[Mavrog Aowmdv patnoe: «Tote oo Panticpo Adfote;»
«To Bantiopo Tov lodvvny, ardvincav. O Ilavlog eine,
«To Banticua tov Iwdvvn Mrav Particpua petdvorag.
Eine otovg avOpdmovg va ToTEWYOUY GE QUTOV TTOV
£PYOTOV LETA A0 0L TOV, ONAadN 6Tov InGov». Otav 10
drcovsov avtd, Paetiomkav oto 6voua Tov Kupiov
Inoov.» (Ilpa&eig 19:2-5).

15. «Exyo dniooet kot otovg lovdaiovg kat otovg EAAnves
OTL TPETEL VO GTPAPOVY 0TOV Bed e HETAVOLO KOl VO
€yovv miom otov Kopto pog Incodv.» (Ilpaéeig 20:21).

16. Ko petd téhog 1o tedevtaio. O IMavrog yioo GAAN o
@opa apnyeiton TNV gumelpio TG LETASTPOPTG TOV Kot
egine: ""Eneca 610 £60.9p0g KO GKOLGO L0 POVT VO, LoV
Aéel: "ZooOA! ZaovA! TMarti pe dokelg;" «Ilotog sioa,
Kopig;» Pomoa. "Eipot o Incotvg and ™ Nalapét, tov
omoio Kotadiwkels", amdvinoe. Ot ohvipopol pov eldav
TO MG, OAAG Oev KatdAaPBav T VY awToh TOL LoV
uvovoe. "Ti va kévo, Kopie;" Pomooa. «Znkoy, gine o
Kvpog, «xar myoive ot Aapoocko. Exetl Oa cov movv
oho 6ca cov €xovv avatebel va kavelg.» O Avaviag
pOTNoEe ToV XaoVA, «Kor thpa TL TEpuEvels; ZNK®
PBagptioteite ko Eemlovere TG ApopTieg  oag,
emKaAodpevol to Gvopd tov.» (Ilpateic 22:16)

Avt6 pmopet va ftav Alyo pokpd, aAld f0eka va to deite
pévor cag. Evvéa dwopopetikég emoyég oe avtohg TOLG
AOYOPLOCUOVG LETOTPOTNG, OAO 0ca Ppickovpe 6to PipAio
tov [pdéewv v AToctolwv, pag Aéve 6Tl ot dvBpwmot
mwoTEYAV Kol TPOPAvAS To miotevay. Tpelg dropopeTikég
POPEG LG AEve OTL PETOVON OOV KOl 1) AEEN «UETAVOLOV®)»
ONUOIVEL «VO, YOPIoW», VO, OTOUAKPLVOD 0o TOV KOGHO Kol
vo. oTpaP®d 7pog Tov Inocov Xpiotd. Aéko SlopopeTiKég
©opéc, pag Aéve ot Bagtiotnkov. H Aéln, «Bartiouévocy,




onuaivel puBiCopar, Pubifouar i PubiCopar, Tov onuaivel To
GLVOAMKO oMpo oL TNyaivel K4t amd to vepo. Otav
Kémolog ovaotnel omd To vepd, avaotnbel, Pynke
TEPTATAOVIAG o€ Hi Kowvovpyln Con. Ioapepmmtdvimg,
Kd0e popd mov Baetilav, dev ftav pa efdopdda petd Kot
dev Mtav €vag uvag PeTd, tav apéoms. Topa,

ZuveldnTomold OTL PEYAAO HEPOG TOL KOGUOL PATNGCE
«ITotevete mpaypotikd 61t 0 Odc amartel To PATTIGHO ©C
HEPOG NG OmAvINoNg TG TOTNG Yo TNV Amodoy TOL
Xpioto;» o prnopovcav eniong va poticovy «Ilictedete
TPAYUOTIKA 0Tt 0 Mvong kat ot lopanliteg ypeldotnke va
pifovv (o poTid 6To YOAKVO @idl ¢ M WO TOLG»
«ITotevelg aAnfeia 6t 0 Oeog (noe and Tovg Iopaniiteg
va Badilovv yopw amd avtiv TV TOAN cav nAibot pio popd
mv nuépa yuoo €L MUEPeEg Kot EmTA QOpEG TNV £Pdoun
nuépas» «Ilotedelg adnbdeia 6tL 0 Oedg mepipeve o Negpdv
va Poutnéer emtd @opég otov lopddvn;» «lliotedelg
apayuotikd 0tt fehe o Iétpoc va Pyel €€ petd amod
yapepa OAN TN voyTo, Kot va pigel autd To diytuo GAAN pio
oopd;» lhotedete mpaypotikd 611 0 Bgdg Béher TNV
amdvinon mov {\moe amd OAOVE CLTOVG TOLG AVOPDOTOVG
Y10l T1 COUOTIKY TOLG Oepamneio 1 TNV amdvTnon Tov amaltel
oo ENAG Yo TNV TVELUATIKN Hog Oepameio, TN GLYX®PEST
TOV APOPTIOV LG,

Mepkd dAra edapla Ba mpénel va BEcovv Ta TAvVTO O
0éon tovg oyetikd pe ToV TPOMO pe TOV Oomoio 0 ®edg
embovpel va Tov avtamokpiBovpe pe miotn. «Omolog
motevel kot foaetileTor 0o cmbel, aAld 6mo10g dev ToTELEL
fa kotadwaotel.» (Mdpkog 16:16) AALG, mowog eival o
okondg Tov Panticpatog; «H dev EEpete dTL OLOL gpgic OV
Bartiotikape otov Xprotd Incov Pagriotikape oto
0avatd tov; I't' avtd Baptnrope poali Tov péow TOL
Banticpatog otov  Bdvato, dote, Omwg o0 XPlLoToC
avaothonke omd Tovg vekpovg péow g 06&ac Tov Tatépa,
Kt epeic pmopel va {noovpe pa véa Lo, av £yovpe evaobel
padi tov £tot otov BAvaTo tov, olyovpa Ba eipoote kot padi
OV oTNV avdotact) Tovy. (Pouaiovg 6:3-5:1)

O Ilaviog Aéel, o AOyog mov o Bgdg eméhele va TO
EVOOUOTAOCEL G UEPOC TNG OmdKploNng g mMioTNng, 7ov
g€aptatar omd v wiotn, wov e€aptdTol amd TN UETAVOLM,
KO TNV GTPOPT| TPOG Tov Ocd, gival va avomopacTioEL TOV
id1o tov Bdvato, v TOEN Kol TNV avdotacn Tov Incov
Xpiotov. O ITétpog édmae Tov id1o Adyo Otav WAoHoE Yo
tov Nie ko ndg odbnke Aoyw g mioTng Tov, 6TaV 0 OLdg
€otelle eKelvo TOV peydro Katakivoud otn yn. «Kot avto
70 vepd ovuPolilet To Pantioua ToL TOPO. oMEL KOl EGAC—
oyt Vv agaipeon ™G Ppodac ond T0 GO CAAL TV
VIOCYEOT KOANG cuveidnong mpog tov Oeom. (1 TIéTpov
3:21) Aev vrdpyet timota poyikd oto vepd. Agv ivar 1€po.
Agv glval anTo TOL KOVEL COUATIKA QAPOLPOVTOS OTIONTOTE
Bpouko 1 okdBapto. Orog T0V 0 oKOMOG eivon «H
VIOCYEST KOANG cuveidnong mpog tov Oed» Toti; Emeion
glvon tkavomomrtikn, | amdvrnon miotng mov £xel (nTMoet o
®¢ebi.




Yrdapyovv morhoi ¢ikot Tov Sapwvovv e GEPacUd Kot
gukpivela pe ovtd mov £y polpaotel pali cog, mapd OAn
oVTé OV €Y LOPACTEL KoL TO GKENTIKO MIC® Amd 0VTO.
Emoetpépovtog oto andonacud pag otoug Epeciovg 2:8-9,
OmoL Aéel: «A10TL pe YapM odleote PEC® NG ToTNC—KOL
aTo dev glvar amod €66, eival dmPo Tov Bgov—Kat Oyt amd
£pyoa, Yo va unv KooynOet koaveioy. Aéve: «Ma to Banticpa
glvon épyo, etvar Epyon.

Emutpéyte pov va cag deiém évav tehevtaio otiyo xabag
ocuvoyilovpe to mavio "Mog éomoe, OxL YO TG GOOTA
TPAypaTo ToL glyape Kavel, aAld yio to €éledg Tov." (Titog
3:5) Aeg o011 dev opeidetal o avTO TOL KAvovpe. Agv etvan
n dvvaun pag. Eivor 1o éhedg Tov. Avtdg givar  dvvaun.
«Mog éomoe pe 10 TAVGIHO TNG avay€vvnong Kot Tnv
avavémon tov Ayiov Ilveduartogy. (Tito 3:6) To Bantiopa
dev €xel kopio oxéon Le TV epyacio. EXEL VO KAVEL LE TNV
vrotayn. ‘Exet va kével pe v mtiot. Aev onpaivel timota
mépo amd Vv miotn. Agv onuoivel titota mépa and TOV
Incov Xpiotd. To Panticpo glvar amhdg 1 AmAVINGT TNG
TOTNE TOL P0G GUVOEEL UE TN LEYGAT dUVaUN TTOV Hog clEL
OO TIG OULOPTIES OG- Amazing Grace #1273, Steve Flatt 21 lovkiov 1996




